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7 Upon commencing at 10:00 a.m. 

BERTHA BELL, Resumed 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 

MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, 
Miss Kitely has kindly agreed to let me make an 
important announcement before she continues her 
examination and then I will retire from this place. 

I think it is appropriate to welcome 
the world to the 100th day of evidence of this 
Commission, it is not an occasion that should go 
unnoticed and unremarked. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Let us at least 
hope we don't duplicate it. 

MR. LAMEK: Indeed. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I may say 
Mississauga only got to 99, but somebody apparently 
noticed it was 99 and about half way through the 
argument we had another day of evidence to bring it 
up to 100; starting tomorrow it will a new all time 
record. 

MR. LAMEK: We are not going to 
take that chance here, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Good. Yes, 
Miss Kitely. 


MS. KITELY: Thank You, sir. May 
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erf rst offen, sirpea copy sok bheairontyceveryvo£ 
the Canadian Heart Foundation and the page to which 
I made reference yesterday. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

NMS; KITELY: I showed the witness 
a copy of that page and she has ee to make 
that an exhibit and I would offer that as the next 
exhibit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. It is the 
Heart Foundation, is that 347, was it? Did we 
get copies - I take it we got copies of the one 
that you -- 

MS. KITELY: The Resuscitation 


Manual, yes, copies have been made available, sir. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, thank you. 
---EXHIBIT NO. 347: Canadian Heart Foundation, 
page 6, (photostatic copy). 


EXAMINATION BY MS. KITELY: 

Oe I have one question, Mrs. Bell. 
When the deaths were occurring on the ward as 
between your team and Phyllis Trayner's team, what 
did you consider? 

A. When the deaths were occurring 


we considered that there was an increase of deaths 
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on our shift. We saw it as a stress for everyone, 
especially the people that were directly looking 
after the child, but it was seen as a high stress 
for the whole shift, like we didn't differentiate 
between whether it was Phyllis' team or my team, 
it was seen as it was occurring on our rotation. 

Q. And so the list that Miss eronk 
went through with you has the babies identified 
as being a 4A baby or a 4B baby. 

Ae Yes: 

8 In your mind when these were 
happening were you thinking this is a baby on my 
ward, or is this a baby on Phyllis' ward? 

A. No. We viewed it as à child 
had an arrest and we were involved, and that the 
child had died on our shift. So, no, we didn't see 
it as your baby dying, “Or it was my baby, no, it 
was seen as a child that had run into problems on 
our shift and it was dealt with by all of us. 

MSs KITELY 3 Thank you, Mrs. Bell. 
Those are the questions I have at this time, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, now 
you understand of course, Miss Kitely, you will 
come back, but it is re-examination based upon what 


has arisen. 
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MS. KITEDY: I understand, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Tasse den tt 
want you coming up with something new because I will 
have to go through everybody all over again. 

MS. -KITELY* I understand, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 
Thank you. Yes, Mr. Brown. 

CROSS-~EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN: 

oF Mrs. Bell, my name is Brown 
and I represent Miss Nelles. I understand that 
you started to work at the Hospital for Sick Children 
around November of 19782 

A. atis sh. 

2. And would I be correct in 
saying that you first met Ms. Nelles in March of 
1980, or was it at some other time? 

As Just when she started to work, 
whether it was that date I am not sure. 

2 When she started to work on e 
the cardiology service? 

A. Yes. 

OF So that may well have been 
the fal! ef 1979? 

A. If that is when she started 


to work on 5A, yes. 
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OE And do you recall when you 
were up on the fifth floor whether you had an 
Opportunity to work with Miss Nelles? 

A. On 5A I could have occasionally 
worked with her but we didn't work on the same team 
usually. 

Ors Would you have worked on the 
same shift on any occasion? 

A. We could have. 

2. And at that period of time 
before being moved to the fourth floor, did you 
socialize at all with Miss Nelles? 

BH.. » No, wiedidn ts 

04 After the move to 4A and 4B’ 
am I correct in saying that your team frequently 
worked opposite Phyllis Trayner's team? 

A. We worked the same rotation, 
yes. 

Oe And indeed if you were to 
work opposite any one team, the vast majority of 
times it would be opposite Mrs. Trayner's team? 

A. We worked together, yes. 

2. So during that period of time 
I take it that you had an opportunity to observe 


Ms. Nelles caring for children? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Brown ) 
A Ves) ee 
OO; At any occasion while you were 


down on the fourth floor did Miss Nelles ever work 
under your direct supervision? 

A. She could have but I am not 
sure. 

O. And during that period of 
time did you socialize to any extent with her? 

A. We did, yes. 

2. Both at the Hospital and away 
from the Hospital? 

ae yes. 

Ox In view of the period of 
time that you spent working with or opposite 
Miss Nelles, could you please tell me what opinion 
you formed of quality of nursing care that she gave 
to children? 

A. I felt she gave good competent 
nursing care, she had good nursing judgment, she 
reacted quite well to different situations. 

O% How did she react under 
stressful situations, such as an arrest? 

A. She reacts fairly calmly, she 
knows what to do, she proceeds in a professional 


manner. 
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2. And during that period of 
time you have said that you got to socialize with 
her a bit, what were her relations like with other 


nurses on that ward, was she a loner? 


A. No, she wasn't a loner. 

Or Was she outgoing? 

A. She was fairly outgoing, yes. 

Q. From your perception -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, 
what was that? 

THE WITNESS: She was outgoing. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, thank you. 

MR. BROWN: Q. Was she cheerful? 

A* Yes. 

2. Moody? 

A No. 

2. Fairly even keeled? 

A. Yes. 

O° And did she appear to have 


a number of friends amongst the nurses on the ward? 
AX I believe she did, yes. 
Oe Miss Cronk covered with you 
in some detail the work schedule you would perform 
on a routine basis as a team leader, and I think 


her emphasis was on the long night shifts. If I 
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— (Brown ) 


i 


2 


might simply ask you, on occasion you had opportunity 
to work as a team leader during the long day shift, 


did you not? 


A. During long days? Yes. 

©. And what time would that shift 
Stace 

A. Long days? 

O- That sycorrect). 

A. At 7:15 in the morning and 


it generally went to 7:45 or 8:00 p.m. at night. 

2. And when you first came in 
I take it that you had a report from the previous 
Sshiit 2 

A. That LS COLrTect. 

9 And as team leader how long 
would that report normally be? 

2 Depending on the number of 
patients it could take anywhere from 20 to 40 
minutes. 

oO: So somewhere between 7:30 
and quarter to 8:00 you may well have finished the 
morning report? 

A. Yes, 

Oe Then the next thing you did, if I 


recall, was do the narcotic count, is that correct? 
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A. We could the narcotic count 
after the report and sometimes we did it before the 
report. 

Ws After the report generally 
what would you have done, as a team leader? 

A. I would have looked at the 
assignment and - well, during the week I would not 
have done that, but during the weekend I would 
have just sort of checked the patient assignments 
and see if everyone was covered adequately, and 
then afterwards I would make rounds on the children. 

2. As a matter of course when you 
came on as a team leader on the long day, how long 


would it take you to complete your administrative 


duties? 

A. On the long day? 

2 On the long day when you first 
came in. 

A. Well generally the surgical 


residents would come to the ward and I would make 
rounds with them. Then right after the surgical 
residents made rounds, the medical staff side would 
make rounds as well so I would be on rounds for 
quite a while depending on how we progressed with 


each child. 
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Q. Would you as a matter of course - 
you would be occupied on rounds until 8:30 or 


9 o'clock? 


A. At least. 

CO. At least until 9:00? 

Aes Yes. 

Oy After you finished your 


medical rounds, if you were assigned to care for 
a particular patient would you then attend to the 
needs of that patient? 

A. It was very rare that I would 
have a patient assigned to a team leader.on days, 
because it would be very difficult for me to attend 
to that patient having to make rounds, et cetera. 

OR Because of your preoccupation 
with administration duties? 

A. Yes. 

MR. BROWN: Mr. Registrar, perhaps 
you could show Mrs. Bell the medical record for 
Janice Estrella. 

9 If I can ask you please, 

Mrs. Bell, to: turn to page 126 of that record. 

A. Yes, I have it. 

O- Miss Cronk reviewed this with 
you in some detail yesterday and I don't intend to 


go over all of the same ground. 
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However, there is a notation there 
regarding the IV. I understand that you did not 
write that, so, I am simply asking for your 
impressions as a nurse. It says "IV interstitial at 
1645". Now, when a nurse notes that an IV has gone 


interstitial, what does the nurse do? 


A. She removes the IV needle. 

0. She removes the needle from the 
child? 

A. That Ss rc.gnc. 

0. | So, when the IV is noted as 


being interstitial there is a discontinuance then of 
the flow of fluids into the child? 

A. Yes, there is. 

Q. And I understand from your 
testimony that as a matter of course a registered 
nurse on 4A/4B was not authorized to restart the 
IV, is char 

A. That’ is correct. 

Q. And during the day if it had 
to be restarted an IV team would be called? 

A. The IV team usually works from 
about 8230) ine tie morn norunerle ener nr 

Q. And artererr+ou,r recat. you 


said that it would be the resident who would then 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell „ CL Cx. 2586 
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attend to restart the IV? 


A. Thats cesrects. 

Q. It would not be a registered nurs 
A. No. 

Q. So, if one was to look ata 


medical record and note that as in this case the IV 
had gone interstitial it would then be safe to assume 
that the IV had been removed from the child? 

A. Yes, it would. 

0. The next word I take it is an 
abbreviation for discontinued then at that time? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

0. Does the word "discontinued" 
then have a particular connotation? 

A. Just that the IV was removed 
and the fluid was no longer being infused into the 
patient. 

Q. The next word in that phrase 
is "restarted". 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm sorry, 
if it went interstitial it wouldn't be going into 
the veins of that child. 

THE «WITNESS sin tieit iseinterstitial 
you could be having just a small amount because the 


needle could be sitting in the vein. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 7 ST. SX. 258 : 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


THE COMMISSIONER: I see, all right. 

MR. BROWN: Q So, from what you are 
saying the word “interstitial" does not necessarily 
mean that the IV was pulled out? 

A. {rate Serignt. ei ncerstitial 
describes that the needle, that the fluid is actually 
seeping out of the vein and you could have a swelling 
or a redness, some kind of irritation there. Actually, 
the swelling could be quite large. 

Q. Well, as a matter of course if 
that was noticed would the IV needle be taken out? 

A. Yes, because the patient isn't 
getting the fluid that they should be getting or if 
it would be the medication they wouldn't be getting 
the medication. 

Q. Would there be any cases in 
which the IV needle would be left in when it was 
noticed to be interstitial? 

A. No, there wouldn't because you 
wouldn't be getting an accurate amount of fluid or 
medication into the patient. 

9. So, the words "discontinued at 
that time" would simply reinforce the fact that it 
was interstitial and the needle removed? 


A. Yes. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Q. 


A. 


0. 


A. 


NQ. 


removed? 
pak 


NQ. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 
Q. 
A. 


Q. 


A. 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


it was restarted at 1800 hours. 


Pius intG Ene word la? 


interstitial meant? 


needle was taken out? 


Bell, cr.ex. 


2588 
(Brown) 


There is then a notation that 


Now, from what you 


have said, would it be a matter of course that the 


IV team would have started an IV at 1800 hours? 


Yes, that's right. 


And there is a further notation 


"However went interstitial again". 


Right. 


On reading that would it be the 


general practice that the needle would have been 


Yes, it would. 


And there would be no flow of 


That's correct. 


Now, a registered nurse reading 


that note, would it be common knowledge as to what 


To a nurse? 
To a nurse. 
Yes, yes definitely. 


And it would be your view that 


other nurses would think interstitial meant the IV 


That was the only word that we 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2589 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


fas 


ee (Brown ) 
1 
2 used for that, yes. 
3 Q. And it was commonly accepted? 
4 A. Yes, by everyone. 
5 Q. Yesterday Miss Cronk reviewed 
with you your recollection of the events surrounding 
the arrest and death of Justin Cook. She referred 
a you to notes that you made I believe after your 
8 meeting with the police on Thursday. Do you have a 
0 copy of those notes with you? 
10 A. e 
11 Q. Miss Cronk referred you in 
12 particular to a notation about two-thirds of the way 
13 down the page - I'm sorry, it is Exhibit 345, toa 
notation about two-thirds of the way down the page: 
5 "Lunch at 0200 (arrow) watched TV 
15 for-about halt n Hour 
16 And you explained to Miss Cronk what that meant and 
17 it was your recollection am I correct that when you 
18 went in to watch TV Susan Nelles was on constant 
19 nursing care and caring for the child Cook? 
20 A. That's correct. 
0. Can you recall whether at that 
5 time Miss Nelles had advised you she had just returned 
2 from à break? 
23 A. No, TI Sant recall. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. e eee 2590 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


Q. Can you recall whether she 


advised you she was just about to go on a break? 


0. You don't have the recollection 
one way or the other? 

A. NOP Lsdon tc. 

0. After the death of Allana Miller 
did you see Miss Nelles? 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean that night, 
I take it? 

MR. BROWN: Q. After the child had 
arrested and been pronunced dead, did you see Miss 
Nelles? 

A. yes). Isard. 

0. And were you involved in 
cleaning up the room with Miss Nelles? 

A. To some extent, yes. 

9. Can vou recall at that time 
what Miss Nelles emotional state was? 

A. Well, she was very upset. She 
had had a very busy night and she was concerned that 
Allana Miller had died, very concerned, she was 
crying. 

Q. Did Miss Nelles cry as a matter 


of course after the death of a child? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


A. 


Bell, 


or ex. 2591 


(Brown) 


Perhaps not right. atter. put I 


have seen her on other occasions cry, yes. 


0. 
child --- 


And after the death of the 


THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder if I could 


just interrupt here, I am somewhat confused. 


I take it that Miss Nelles was not on 


constant care of Justin Cook at that time, or was she? 


THE WITNESS: 


No, I don't think she was, 


THE COMMISSIONER: She had started 


though to care at least of Cook? 


THE WITNESS: 


admitted him. 


She took care, she had 


THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sure we've had 


that and it may be just that the order was made 


because I remember reading the doctor's note in the 


book. 


MR. BROWN: 


I don't believe the baby 


Cook was on constant nursing care at that time. 


THE COMMISSIONER: No. No, all right, 


thank you. 


MR. BROWN: 


Q. But Miss Nelles as you 


recall was present at the arrest of Allana Miller? 


A. 


Yes, 


she was. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2592 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown ) 


Q. And she was present in the 
child's room after the death? 

A. Yes, she was. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me just a 
moment. 

MS. CRONK: I'm sorry, just to assist 
you, ee The doctor's order for constant care 
appears to have been made on the 21st. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What time? 

MS. CRONK: At 1830 hours. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, and Allana Mille 
died in the morning of the ... 

MS2"CRONK® The 218. 

MR. BROWN: O. I believe you told 
Miss Cronk yesterday that you were present during the 
arrest of Justin Cook? 

A. That 8 right. 

0. And Miss Nelles was present at 
that time also? 

A. Yes. 

0. Did you observe Miss Nelles 
after the child was pronounced dead? 

A. Ss Tais 

0. And can you recall what her 


emotional state was at that time? 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Berl, cr.ex. 2593 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (B rown ) 


A. There was great frustration and 
again she was very upset and I believe she cried again. 

0. You first learned of the arrest 
of Miss Nelles on Wednesday, March 25th in the 
afternoon? 

A. Yeas, thatées-raghts 

0. And you are firm in your 
recollection that prior to that time you had no 
knowledge of an ongoing police investigation in the 
Hospital? 

A. That: syxight. 

. And you had no prior knowledge 
that the police intended to arrest Miss Nelles? 

A. Thats correct: 

Q. Prior to being informed of 
Miss Nelles' arrest, you were not interviewed by the 
police? 

A. No, I wasn't. 

Q. There was no contact whatsoever 
from the police to you? 

A. No. 

Q. And there was no contact from 
the Hospital to you asking you to go and see the 
police? 


A. No, not before her arrest, no. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BELL wer sex < 2594 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


Q. Before her arrest, do you know 
whether any other member of your team had been 
arrested by the -- had been interviwed by the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police? 

A. Before her arrest, no. 

MS". CRONK:- i'm sorry, Sir. “"No”, 
doesn't know or "no" they were not? 

THE WITNESS: No, I wasn't contacted by 
anyone in the Hospital or the police. 

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, before 
the witness answers. We have heard that we are not 
going to accept hearsay evidence with respect to 
certain individuals. I think the Police Force should 
be put in the same position and I don't want to know 
about what this witness may have heard from someone 
else about an interview that did or did not. eee 
don't think that is a reasonable question under the 
circumstances. 

MS. CRONK: Sir, with all due respect 
to 55 friend, it is clearly in my submission à proper 
question. If Ms. Bell knows from her personal 
knowledge whether other members of her team were or 
were not interviewed by the Metropolitan Toronto 
Police before Ms. Nelles' arrest, I submit that that 


information should be before you. I just was unclear 


7 ’ ee a $3: es nb Sn ts 

Set a ramen it SAUCY LAM 
dn an 0 — Avail e eee eee sds 
od Ads te tw StB Leeren donne S bnlep 
Hisedy eset Se e Sukiie r *saieubavibod Aten 
Wain oF tetaw 3 Diane soba aay anes. etd ai sug 8 


Nees mas? Sized “vad. vas zasngiw eins e suods 
1 e Son beh ac Sib dad weivasent, as 50 bels izle 
and whan noldesop »ideqostet 2 af en aids +’ neh 

| eso SA 


Wc e i tis M i eee a 


meget ® G@oteeimdde ya ne yiresio 26 ti. oasitd) Yate 


LTA rsd 19h not? on sas .avé 21 css 


36 Siew Mest Yorn 35 exoditiom ee ee eee ese 


Ofaese? Ratt legorssMm ant ve. boweivesiat son „U 


ine eee neee k ener eee .a% exoted’s 1210 


rr dor atoted sd Aivode nrpliasityota 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Berl er. EX 2595 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


as to what her answer meant and the answer has 
already been given. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, I take 
it that the answer does mean that you were not told 
by any Of your |... 

THE WITNESS: Colleagues, no. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, that is 
what Mr. Young is objecting “to but Mr. Young, I dont 
think I can concede to that at this point. I am 


though a little trained in the law. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2596 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Brown ) 
1 
2 
EMT / ak MR. YOUNG: No doubt about that. 
: THE COMMISSIONER: — and people 
: have attempted to train me, I had better put it 
5 that way, and I know there is a distinction and 
6 weight to be put. That is the purpose of the hearsay 
7 rule. 
8 No, the main reason for the other is 
9 that where someone is going to make a statement 
directly affecting, let's say - I don't want to use 
. the word "complicity", but association with the 
11 death, then I want that to be direct. I don't want 
12 to have what somebody has said unless, of course, 
13 it might come out in the form of cross-examination 
14 as to why dien dd eres "That sort of 
15 thing is perfectly all right. 
16 But if I were to give complete 
recognition to the hearsay principle we would have 
5 so many witnesses here that Mr. Lamek's recent 
5 promise of just 100 days or something less than 200 
19 would perforce be out the window. 
20 MR. YOUNG: Mr. Commissioner, I am 
21 not suggesting we should call every member of the 
22 team. 
23 THE COMMISSIONER: No. 
20 MR. YOUNG: But on the other hand 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bethy. er :e 289 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


I have some problems with asking this witness what 
other members of her team did. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but you know, 
you know from your clients whether there were indeed 


interviews. 


MR. YOUNG: Oh, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You can put those 
questions to her. So you won't be -- 

MR. YOUNG: I am not overly concerned 
about this question at this time. I simply rise to 
let you know that I do have some concern with 
respect to general questions about the police 
activity through these witnesses. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. YOUNG: And if indeed that is 
going to border on hearsay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: If in fact there 
was an interview with one of the members of the 
team you are readily able to prove it. So I am not 
as concerned with that. 

There is not as much prejudice as 
there would be. And certainly if you had a policeman 
who got in the box and said I interviewed a member 
of Mrs. Bell's team and the fact that this answer 


has been given would have no effect on me at all. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell pp KAR o Sec 2598 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown ) 


I would believe your policeman unless he were dis- 
credited in some way. 

Now with all of that I think the 
answer was that none of your team or that you had 
not heard of any of your team being interviewed? 

THE WITNESS: Thatvisenights 

THE COMMISSIONER: Had you heard 
that they had not been interviewed? 

THE WITNESS: I had not heard any- 
thing either way. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right Thank 
you. 

MR. BROWN: Q. Miss Cronk reviewed 
with you in some detail what transpired at the three 
meetings you had with representatives of the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police before you testified at 
the preliminary inquiry. I don't intend to cover 
the same ground. 

However, at the first meeting on 
Thursday, March 26th, the discussion centred around 
the chiid dustin Cook, sdidait not? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 

Os I believe Miss Cronk asked 
you whether there was any discussion about constant 


nursing care, and am I correct in saying that you 
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Bell, cr.ex. 2599 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown ) 


did not recall such a discussion? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 

Q. At that meeting was there any 
discussion whatsoever about the procedure for one 
nurse relieving another nurse who was assigned to 
Savestor a child? 

A. There was no discussion about 
that; no. 

2. At any of the two subsequent 
Meetings do you recall any such discussion? 

A. Nop I don't. 

02 At the meeting on Thursday 
do you recall any questions being asked of you about 
Miss Nelles' competence as a nurse? 

A. aden te ethik so; ne: 

Q. Were you asked any questions 
about her character or conduct on the ward? 

A. No. 

2 At any of the two subsequent 
Meetings were you asked such questions? 

A. No. 

Os Perhaps you can tell me how 
did these interviews proceed? Were you asked 
specific questions by the police and respond to 


those questions? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, eren. ; 2600 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Brown) 


A. The only specific questions 
I was asked, and it was different on each child, 
was with reference to whether I had seen Susan oe 
digoxin or whether I had given digoxin or I believe 
whether anybody - I had seen anybody else give 
digoxin. 


Ors Well, do you recall when you 


first went into the interview how did the discussion 
open? 

A. Basically on what I recalled 
from the night that Justin Cook died or whatever 
child they were speaking about, basically from the 
beginning of the shift to the time of the arrest or 
a short time after I guess to the end of the shift. 

0; Were you then asked a general 
question at the beginning what your recollection 
was about the events on a particular day with respect 
toOvsaechild? 

® A. Yes. It was just a general 
type question and I just carried on. What came to 
mind I discussed, you know, I told them. 

oe You did not have the medical 
records by your side, though? 

Ds No, I wasn't looking at them, 


no. They could have been in the room but I didn't 
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see them. 

2. Do you recall specific questions 
asked of you by the police in respect of any child? 

Ae. Just the ones I have just said 
with reference to whether I had seen Susan or myself, 
had we given digoxin to those children. 

2 Well, did the interview then 
start with a general question as to your recollection? 
The police allowed you to proceed through your 
narration and then at the end they would ask you 
those specific questions? Is that what transpired? 

A. Yes. 

a. Did they interject throughout 
your narration and ask particular questions? 

AM No, I don't believe they did, 
no. 

OF Do you recall whether they 


asked you to clarify particular points? 


A. No. 

Os Did they ever refer you to any 
documents? Dank 

A. No. 

Os Did they ever show you any 


charts affixed to walls? 


A. Not at the first three, no. 
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. Not at any meeting prior to 
the discharge of Miss Nelles? 

A. That. Ss. id 

2. You had a second interview 
April, 24, 198lj,aend ß ine that that 
was in connection with a child Allana Miller? 

A. That is correct. 

O.. And it is your recollection 
that at that time you asked, was it Constable Murray? 

A. Yes. 

8 Whether they were investigating 
other suspects or other persons? 

A. Yes. 

N. And I was unclear: is it your 
recollection it was at that meeting you raised 
Janice Estrella and the fact that Susan Nelles was 
not present for the death of that child? 

A I am not sure if it vas that 
meeting or not. 

2 But you recall that it was 
at that second meeting that the police said you would 
be surprised at the evidence we have? 

A. Yes, it was. 

22 and then the third meeting 


was in respect of Janice Estrella? 
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A. Yes, it was. 
25 And you specifically recall 


raising at that meeting the fact that Miss Nelles 
was not present? 

A. That Sar Toit. 

Q. And it was at that point 
where, was it Sgt. Warr simply did not respond or 
did he say no comment or -- 

A. There was no response I believe. 

OO. Prior to the discharge of 
Miss Nelles during your interviews with the police 
did the police ever ask you about Rec £iGities 


of any Hospital personnel other than the nurses? 


3 Pier enge? 

Os Prior to the discharge? 

A. No, they didn't. 

Oe Subsequent to the discharge 


did they ask you about the activities of Hospital 
personnel other than the nurses? 

A. ferwasivet “Crt ytnac rail ‘after 
Susan was discharged that they had discussed any 
other possibilities. 

Ors Well, without identifying the 
individuals could you tell me the type of personnel 


that they asked you about? The job position of those 
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personnel. 

A. It was about a ward clerk and 
one of the computer people. 

On And why were they asking about 
a computer person? 

A. Well, they didn't really ask 
about - they mentioned that person just because 
I believe they mentioned before they were aware of 
those people so they just asked my impressions of 
them. 

2. They were aware that those 
people were present on the ward at some time? 

A. Yes. 

Oc This computer person was that 
person present during the evenings on the ward? 

A. During the nights. 

3 What was the function that 
that person was performing? 

A. He would pick up our computer 
sheets and then feed them into the computer. 

Gs What is your recollection of 
the general time when that person would come to pick 
up the sheets? 

Res It could.be any. time after 


11:00; between 11:00 and 3:00. 
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Or. Did they ask you about one 
particular person who would pick up the computer 
sheets, or a number of people? 

A. One particular person. 

Or. Would the person who picked 
up the computer sheets during the week be the same 
person who picked up the computer sheets on the 
weekend? 

A. No. There was another person 
that would pick it up on the weekend, and sometimes 
would pick it up during the week I guess depending 
on the other person's days off or nights off. 

OQ. So prior to the discharge 
you were never asked about those people? 

A. No. 

Q. Prior to the discharge of 
Miss Nelles during your interviews with the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police were you ever asked 
about the activities of any nurse on that ward 
other than Miss Nelles? 

A. No. 

0. Were you ever asked about 
the activity of any other nurse in the Hospital 
other than Miss Nelles? 


a No. Other than myself, no. 
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Oe Were you ever asked about 


the activities of staff cardiologists? 


A. No. 

Q. Cardiac Fellows? 

A. No. 

On Residents? : 
A. No. Just Like their role 


during the arrest. But, no, there was no specific 


questions about it. 
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Q. Now what about non-medical 
personnel, such as maintenance? 

A. No. 

Q. There were no questions of that 
nature asked during your interviews with the police 
prior to the discharge? 

A. No. 

MR. BROWN: Thank you. Those are all 
the questions I have. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you, Mr. Brown. 

Miss Forster? : 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. FORSTER: 

0. Ms. Bell, my name is Elizabeth 
Forster and I act on behalf of Phyllis Trayner. 

I would like to deal first with the 
job description of the team leader, and you have 
provided us with a written description. I take it that 
one of the duties of a team leader is to help out 
on her team whenever she is needed? 

A. To help her team members, yes. 

0. And if other nurses are busy 
with their patients she would give those nurses 
assistance if they needed it? 

A. Yes, definitely. 


Q. And it was generally the team 
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leader who would do the medications for the RNA's on 
her team? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And you mentioned that it was the 
team leader who had responsibility for the critically 
ill patients on the ward, although she wouldn't 
normally be assigned to critically ill patients, is 
that correct? 

A. that 18° Tight. 

Q. I take it however that the team 
leader was expected to keep a very close eye on 
Griticalily =i.) ab ns on her ward? 

A. Yes. 

ae And the team leader was also 
expected to be present for all arrests on both 4A and 
4B? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. And was it usually the team 
leader who relieved the other nurses on her team for 
the breaks? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you have told us that it was 
your practice to do rounds at the beginning of your 
Shir 


A. Yes, it was. 
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Q. Is that a practice common to all 
team leaders? 

A. Nes i 1s; 

Q. And did you also do rounds 
Perrodically ans site, 

A. Yes, we did. 

Q. Is that a responsibility of team 
leaders in general? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And how often were you expected 
to do these rounds? 

A. You would try to get around at 
least every hour. 

Q. What would you do a8 1115 these 
rounds? 

A. Just go into the patient's room; 
see if there was any problems with the patients; if 
somebody on your team was behind in doing something, 
whether it be in giving medications or feeding, or 
vital signs, just assessing where they were and if 
they needed assistance you would help them out. 

Q. Was it common practice on the 
rounds to do vital signs for patients? 

A. It could be, yes. 


Q. Are you more likely to do it with 
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the more seriously ill patients? 

A. Those vital signs would be done 
more often, so, yes. 

0. Would they often be done by the 
team leader on her rounds? 

A. It could be done, it depends on 
how the other R was doing in her patient care, 
she could just ask you, could you do the signs for me. 

0. And if you were doing your 
rounds and you thought the condition of a patient had 
changed would you take the vitals as a matter of 
course? 

A. Yes, I would. 

0. Now, we have heard evidence that 
all of the registered nurses prepare medications for 
the patients under their care, is that true? 

A. Tet ess fe ont. 

0. And I take it that sometimes if 


an RN is busy another RN may prepare her medications 


for her? 
A. She could. 
Q. Does that happen? 
A. Raght. 
Q. Are the medications as a rule 


prepared at the beginning of the shift, or when they 


are needed? 
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medications not only for their own patients but for 
the RNA S? 
A. That’ s iht 
Q. How did they go about preparing 


medications, would you prepare a dose for one 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Forster) 
ps5 
1 
5 A. When they are needed. 
3 Q. You indicated that normally, 
4 dealing with the night shift, that normally at 9 p.m. 
5 was the time that digoxin and diuretics were 
6 administered, is that correct? 
‘ A. Tas Tight: 
Q. And at 9 p.m. would all of the 
8 registered nurses go to the medication room and prepar 
9 the digoxin and diuretics? 
10 A. 1 ioe yes. 
11 Q. Would you often find them all 
12 in the medication Se the same time? 
1³ A. Not necessarily, our medication 
rooms are pretty small and probably only would hold 
= two people. 
15 : 
0. I take it that when two people 
16 were present in the medication room they would check 
17 each other's digoxin? 
e 18 A. Mar is rights 
Q. And they might be preparing 
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Particular patient or would you prepare the medication 
for all your patients for their 9 o'clock admini- 
stration? 

A. You would prepare them for all 
your patients. 

Q. So at 9 o'clock you might see 
two nurses in a medication room preparing digoxin and 
diuretics for all of their patients that required 
that medication? 

A. Yes, that is correct. 

Q. And once the medications were 
prepared were they als babes immediately? 

A. Yes. 

0. Were there occasions when the 
medications stayed in the medication room for a while 
before they were distributed? 

A. If a problem arises that is 
possible, yes. 

Q. Can you tell me how the 
medications were distributed to the patients? 

A. You mearm the process of 
distributing them? 

2. Yes. 

A. You would have a tray with your 


medications on them, and the medications would have - 
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there is a little slot where a medication ticket 
would be and on it it would have the patient's name, 
the medication, the dosage, et cetera. You would go 
to the patient, check the patient's arm band, and if 
it was digoxin you would take the apex and assess 
the heart rate and then if it was all right then you 
would give the digoxin. | 

Q. Let's deal with digoxin for a 
Minute. I take it ete you are administering oral 
digoxin to a baby it is administered through a syringe? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. And is the syringe prepared in 
the medication room? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. And the oral 3 is drawn 


up in a syringe? 


A. Ves tia Ss. 

0. Andean tets Dut On this. tray? 

A. Rien 

Q. And how is the syringe labelled, 


how do you know which syringe to give to what baby? 

A. Well, the medication tray I was 
talking about has a little slot where you put the med 
ticket and you would put the syringe with the med 


ticket. 
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. And what about oral digoxin 
given to - first of all, is oral digoxin given to 


Older children, or do they generally have pills? 


A. It can be given to an older child, 
yes. 

0. How is it administered to an 
Mer 

A. The same way. 

0. In a syringe? 

A. Yes. 

0. And what about diuretics, how 


are they normally administered to a baby? 


A. In the same manner, through a 
syringe. 

Q. And are they given orally through 
that syringe? 

A. Yes, they are, it is a liquid. 

Q. Is it fair to say then that 


during the 9 o'clock administration of medications 
the RN's would have a tray that could have several 
different syringes with several different medications 
on them? 

A. Thais richt 

Q. You also indicated to Ms. Cronk 


on Monday that the nurses on your team expressed 
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1 
2 concern to you that Phyllis Trayner vas calling the 
3 Code 25 too quickly; do you recall that evidence? 
4 A. Yes, I do. 
5 0. I believe that you stated that 
6 that concern was conveyed to you in early August? 
: A. Yes, it was. 
0. And the concern centred around 
= two babies? 
9 A. That I recall, yes. 
0. Are you able to recall their names 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. Did you ever discuss this concern 


with Miss Trayner? 

A. No, I don't believe we directly 
discussed it with her, no. 

Q. Can you tell me why you didn't? 

A. We felt, the people on our team 
and some of the - Phyllis' team members, that we were 
feeling a lot of stress from the arrests and the 
actual deaths and having to deal with the parents and 
we were all reacting in a different way. Phyllis 
was being more vocal than the rest of us, so we 
thought of - maybe because of our stress that we were 
not reacting to her as well as we should as well. So 


we didn't want to increase her stress to the whole 
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thing, so we decided to talk to our head nurse who 

had more experience in nursing and maybe she could 

help us cope with our own stressand maybe cope with 
hers as well. 

. You indicated that both of the 
babies about whom this concern centred around 
eventually died? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. Was it ever suggested to you that 
the babies died because Ms. Trayner called the 
Code 25 too quickly? 

A. No, it Vasn . 

0. Was it ever suggested to you 
that any harm came to either of these babies because 
Phyllis Trayner called a Code 25 too quickly? 

A. No. 

Q. I take it if that suggestion 
had been made that the babies had come to some harm 
because of Ms. Trayner calling a Code 25 too quickly, 
that you would have raised that concern with her, 


wouldn't you? 


A. Yes, we would have. 

Q. You knew Ms. Trayner fairly well? 
A. Rethink so. 

Q. She was a personal friend of 


yours? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. Was Ms. Trayner the kind of 


person who would call for help whenever she was in 
doubt about a patient's condition? 

A. Les, she was. 

Q. She was the kind of person who 
would rather be safe 3 sorry, so to speak? 

A. Definitely. 

0. You also mentioned in your 
evidence that by October there were concerns amongst 
other nurses on the floor that Ms. Trayner was seeking 
more attention as a result of the arrests on her 
team, do you recall that evidence? 

A. She was seeking more reassurance, 
yes. | 

Q. Was she concerned by the number 
of deaths that were occurring while her team was on 
duty? 

A. Definitely. 

Q. Was she seeking reassurance that 
both she and the members of her team had done every- 
thing possible for the children? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. And would you agree with me that 


by October there had been a great number of deaths on 
Ward 4A? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Forster) 
A. Yes. 
0. You and Ms. Trayner started 


working at the Hospital on the same day, didn't you? 


A. Yes, we did. 

0. And when was that? 

Ay I believe it was November the 6th, 
1278. 

Q. 1978? 

A. Les. 

Q. And prior to the deaths in the 


epidemic period, prior to Laura Woodcock's death, 
how many arrests did vot experience? 
A. Personally I only experienced 
one on 5A, an arrest-type situation, it was a death. 
Q. Do you know how 2 5 Ms. Trayner 


had been through? 


A. No, I couldn't really say. 

Q. Were you both working on 5A 
together? 

A. Yes, but not on the same team. 

Q. But you would hear of arrests 


that occurred on other teams wouldn't you? 
A. Yes. 
0. Do you know whether she would 


have experienced roughly the same number of arrests, 
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Or many more arrests than you had? 

A. I imagine it was the same. 

Q. Is it fair to say that neither 
of you had a great deal of experience in arrest 
situations? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Does it really surprise you then 
that she reacted strongly in the face of a large 
number of arrests that she and her team members were 
encountering on Ward 4A? 

A. Yes, it was, that is why we 
didn*t®go to her Abr 8 1 

Q. It didn't surprise you that she 
was reacting in that way? 

A. No} I felt it was a reaction to 
the deaths and the arrests themselves. 

0. In fact it was part of her 
responsibility as a team leader to make sure that both 
she and her team members did everything they could 
during an arrest, was it not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was it not also part of her 
responsibility as a team leader to ensure that the 
concerns of all of the members of her team were 


conveyed to more senior personnel on the ward and at 


the Hospital? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Forster ) 
A. She would convey it, yes. 
0. I wanted to deal with the Miller 


baby. I believe you said yesterday that on the 
evening of Allana Miller's death you were in Allana 
Miller's room four times? 

A. Somewhere around there, yes. 

Q. And you stated that the first 
time you thought .was.shortly.after 9 o'clock, after 
you did your report and rounds? 

A. Yes; tpoat’ s right. 

Q. And you indicated that you heard 


the alarm go off in Allana Miller's room? 


A. That is correct. 

Q. And you went into the room? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And nobody else was in the room? 
A. Thatss n 

Q. And you took the vital signs? 

A. That's Light: 

Q. And you indicated that the 


second time you thought was within an hour of the first 
time? 

A. I believe it was, yes. 

0. So that would have been 


approximately 10 o'clock? 
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A. Around there. 

Q. And again you heard the alarm go 
OLE? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you went into the room? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were the only person in 


the room except for the baby? 


A. I believe so. 

Q. And again you checked the vitals? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Are you quite sure with respect 


to the first two times of the times which you went 
into the room? 

A. No, I can't be sure of the times, 
no, I know it was after 9° co clock. 

Q. Could it have been that your 
first trip into the baby's room was after 10:30 that 
evening? 

A. iedon.t) thank so, no» 

Q. Do you recall giving evidence 
at the Nelles' preliminary inquiry, Ms. Bell? 

A. Yes. 

0. Do you recall being asked these 


questions and giving these answers; and I am referring 
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to page 1656, Volume 7 of the Preliminary Inquiry; 
page 1656. 


A. Yes, i nave’ Lt. 
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you were being 


SE (FOrster) 


Staring in the middle of the page 
cross-examined by Mr. Cooper: 

AOE And you were on 4B that night. 
Was there any particular reason why , 
you went in and took the vital signs 
of Allana Miller who was on the far 
end of the ward in 4a?" 

PA. Uhmm, Susan and Phyllis were 
busy with Justin Cook who was being 
admitted that night." 

„g. Oh, okay. Susan and Phyllis 


Trayner were busy admitting Justin 


Cooks” 
"A. Yes." 
"Os And I am going to suggest to 


you that he didn't arrive on the floor 
until somewhére in the vicinity of 


10:30 that evening. That's a possi- 


Dida ty?” 
A Yes." 
POs The nursing records and 


Hospital records I think have borne 
that outs SS Rar it as lakely that 
you checked Allana Miller's vital 
signs sometime after 10:30, I am going 


to suggest to you?" 


r 3 
* sx 2 240 = ae 
‘ow age h tsiugts 2 9 
neee eee ong ee, vas be 

= GAP ei) no ee e 141 


1 


. ox. 


ie te Soe dest cami . as 
en ted c odW stood Niet, Jw aod 


* spin Jets Bes imba 
l ee fac eee eee do, = £O" 
) Sram ontisinle veud asa aseyext 


“not „* 

on bestes oF n ma I Dn 80 
ele e nd tn aht ad Jen, ut 
i e tee eile at See Livny 
Hasen bead? J peinews sects Of: 01 
SIe 

“eet * 

dae e nde un eo? * 
n weng aa t bõ,οõ,s Langau 
watts Menn! ai $i n 02 50 sada 
dee endes naan beloede aof 
. 1 rot . ae ancie 
a OF teappue oF 


9 if 9 
7 N 3 * 


a 
2 
— 


8 — 
2 


„ 


= 
9 


2 


101 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Bell 2624 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Forster) 


“As Yes," 

Do you recall being asked those 
questions and giving those answers? 

A. Yes, I see it here. But at 
the top of the page it says, when I was first asked 
that I had checked Allana after nine o'clock and I 
most definitely went after Justin Cook had been 
admitted as well, at the top of that page 1656. 

Q. All right. Well, let's read 
that then. Mr. Cooper puts to you now: 

2 Apparently sometime after 

nine o'clock you checked Baby Miller's 

vital signs and reset her monitor?" 

"A. ‘fes>* 

*O% Is that correct? Would there 

be a note of that somewhere in the 


nursing records relative to Allana 


Miller?" 

. No 

. That is just from your own 
recollection?" 

* Les 

Ka", Is that correct? So as to the 


time, could yoube accurate that that's 


at nine Father "than at ben ors. i" 
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we Now 
Oe You couidn*®t. How often are 
vital signs usually checked? Are they 


usually checked once an hour or --" 


RAY In her case, yes." 
WM. Every hour?" 
"A. Yes." 


And then Mr. Cooper put it to you that it really 
wasn't until after 10:30 that you went and checked on 
the baby and you agreed with him. 

A. Well, I agreed that I checked 
the vital signs after Justin had arrived, yes. 

OV Well, I am putting to you that 
you told Mr. Cooper, you agreed with Mr. Cooper that 
you didn't go into the room — the reason you went 
into the room was because Susan and Phyllis were 
busy with Justin Cook. 

A. And also the alarm had gone 
off too, that was one of the reasons why I went into 
the room. 

Qe . Justin Cook wasn't admitted 
until some time about 10:30 that evening? 

A. That is ‘what the chart says. 

Q. And how Mr. Cooper put it to 


you then that you wouldn't have gone into the room 
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1 
E4 2 until after Cook's admission at 10:30 and you 
3 agreed. 
4 A. I had put the time that I had 
5 gone into Allana Miller's room when Justin Cook 
; was admitted as well. 
Or is @this; à further time that 
. you went into the room? 
8 A. Well, I had said before that 
9 I had been into the room a number of times before 
midnight. 
Q. _ Well, we know about the time 


at nine that you say you were in the room, we know 
about the time at ten. Is this time that Mr. 
Cooper put to you of after 10:30 an additional time 
other than what you have told us about already? 

A. I have said that I had been 
in the room a number of times, more than two times, 
yes. 

8 Alright <Andsyou said you 
went into the room one time when you saw Mrs. 
Trayner administering the medication to the baby? 

A. Mats richt 

G3 All right. And you said that 
you went into the room one time and found Miss 


Nelles and Mrs. Trayner suctioning the baby? 
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A. THat*s"rigqnts That was Just 
prior to her arrest. 

Q. Is this time that you mentioned 
to Mr. Cooper an additional time over and above those 
four times? 

A. It could have been. I had been 
in either room a number of times. | 

2. Do you really know how many 
times you were in the room? 


A. I can't say exactly how many 


times I was in the room. 


2. Do you know when you were in 
the room? 

AX I can't say the exact times, 
no. 

22 You really don't have any 


clear recollection of when or how many times you 
were in the room, do you? 

A. rrcan’t*say exactly, no. 

2. All right. As I mentioned to 
you, you said the third time you recall being in the 
room was when you saw Mrs. Trayner administering 
a medication to Allana Miller? 

A. It could have been the third 


time, yes. 
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Q. And the fourth time was when 
you found Ms. Nelles and Ms. Trayner suctioning the 
Chadd? 

. Yes, I said that. 

Q. And it was after that that 
you called Dr. Soulioti? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Can you recall any 
other times being in the baby's room that evening? 

A. I recall a number of times 
but I can't say how many times I was in and out of 
the room. 

Dis Yesterday, Ms. Cronk put to 
you Ms. Trayner's evidence at the preliminary 
where she said that about two o'clock in the morning 
Allana Miller's alarm went off and that you and 
Phyllis Trayner went into the room and found Allana 
Miller vomiting and that you left momentarily to get 
a catheter to suction the child. Do you recall 
Ms. Cronk reading that evidence? 

A. Yes, I do. 

ive And I believe your evidence 
is that you don't recall that incident? 

A. Ho, I don"t. 


0 All right. You also told 
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Ms. Cronk that you didn't recall Allana Miller 
vomiting that evening. 

A. She was very full of mucous 
and she was spitting up the mucous. You could call 
it vomiting or coughing up the mucous. 

On Well, you told Ms. Cronk 

yesterday, Mrs. Bell, and I am referring to Volume 99 
of the transcript, page 2517 -- the second question, 
Ms. Cronk says: 

nO Do you recall any occasion 

when you entered the room when the 

child had been vomiting?" 

a No. The child had at one 

point she had coughed but she hadn't 

vomited, no." 

Do you recall being asked that 
question and giving that answer? 

A. Yes, i ac. 

2 8 Do you recall giving evidence 
at the preliminary hearing? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I am referring you to 
page 1607 of your evidence in chief, Volume 7, at 
the preliminary inquiry. 


A. Yes.. 
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Os Starting at about line 8: 
Oe Did you ever see Allana 


Miller vomiting at all prior to her 


death?" 

"A. Yes:.." 

. When was that?" 

"A. On one of the occasions that 


I went into her room." 

EQ. Do you recall what time that 
would be, Mrs. Bell?" 

. Non 

7A ies | And who was in there at the 


time besides Alana. 


"A. Phyllis Trayner." 

2. Anybody else?" 

"A. No” 

206 And what was done about 


Allana's vomiting?" 

3 Well, we sat her up and we 
suctioned her." 

1 Sat her up and suctioned her. 
What does that mean?" 

"2s Well, we sat her up until 
she stopped." 


Do you recall being asked those 
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questions and giving those answers? 


A. I see it here, yes. 

Os And you were under oath at 
the time? 

A. Yes. 

Os Did you intend) te tell the 
Ecutn? | 

as Yes. 

OC. Do you recall now whether you 


saw Allana Miller vomiting on the evening of her 
death? 

A. I recall her coughing in 
going over this, yes. 

Q. Well, you gave evidence at 
the preliminary, Mrs. Bell, that you saw her vomiting. 

A. Well, you could say it is 
vomiting but she was very mucousy and what she was 
doing was spitting up the mucous. So, you could 
Gall iL Vomiting OL you coulda call it coughing up 
the mucous. 

Os ALL FiGnt. ANG you also 
indicated at the preliminary that it was you and 
Phyllis Trayner that were suctioning her. 

Ae Yes. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Tell me about 
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suctioning. You mentioned something about 
suctioning. What sort of an operation is suctioning? 
It doesn't involve any instrument? 

THEAWLTNESS: @-ierdoes it rinvolves a 
catheter. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh. 

THE WITNESS: And you insert it either 
nasally or orally and what you do is you suck out 
any excess, like mucous or whatever is there. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is that what you 
were referring to in the preliminary? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And do you remember 
that occasion? 

THE WITNESS: I do now, going over 
all f this, ves 

THE COMMISSIONER: When did it take 
place? When did that suctioning take place? Can 
you distinguish whether that was at the beginning or 
the end? Was that close to the arrest? Was that 
close to any other time? I don't want to interfere 
with what you were doing, Miss Forster. 

MS. FORSTER: No, that's fine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You can do it what- 


ever way you want but I didn't want to leave that 
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suctioning. 

THE WITNESS: I can't pinpoint a time. 

MS. FORSTER: Q. Was this an 
occasion distinct from the occasion when you went in 
and saw Susan and Phyllis suctioning the child? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. | So, it vas à further occasion 


you were in the child's room? 


A. It was another time I was in 
the room. 

2. And you don't recall what 
time that was? | 

As Noy, ͤ m sorry. 


On ALIeright.. Do you recall 
any other occasions you haven't ov us about in 
which you were in Miller's room that evening? 

A. The only other occasion which 
was discussed yesterday was being in the room and 
seeing Phyllis give what I thought to be an anti- 
DLoOtic, 

QO. All right. And you mentioned 
at that time that you saw Ms. Trayner put medication 
in a buretrol; georrect: 

A. Yes. 


Dis And I put it to you that you 
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never told anybody about that occasion until you 
gave your evidence at this inquiry? 

A. I gave it at the preliminary 
hearing when I was directly asked by Mr. Cooper. 

OF Well, let's look at your 
evidence at the preliminary. 

First ail t page 1597. Mr. Hunt 
read this yesterday. 

A. Yes. 

23 Starting at line 10 the ques- 
tion was put to you: f 

mS Did you ever give her any- 


thing, ever feed her anything?" 


PAX Nozé 

N. Did you ever give her any 
medication?" 

MTN No. We 

8 Did you see anybody else 


feeding her or giving her medication?" 

"A. No." 

Do you recall being asked those 
questions and giving those answers? 

A. Yes, I see them here. 

. And next at page 1659, Mr. 


Cooper is cross-examining you. Starting at about 
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1 
E13 2 line 7, Mr. Cooper asks you: 
3 nO. And on those occasions when 
4 you went in to see Allana Miller were 
5 there any other nurses in the room?" 
6 "A. On one occasion." 
922 One occasion. Who was that on 
: one occasion?" 
8 . Phyllis Trayner." 
9 Qe Phyllis Trayner. Was that the 
10 time Allana Miller was vomiting?" 
11 RAS Les. 
12 2. Right. Well, we will deal 
13 with that separately. So, on one 
occasion when she was vomiting Phyllis 
5 Trayner was there. On the other 
15 occasions were there no other nurses 
16 in the room at all or were there just 
17 no other nurses with Allana Miller?" 
18 SAR Well, there was no -- well, 


Allana Miller was in the room alone." 

Do you recall being asked those 
questions and giving those answers? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And certainly on neither of 


those occasions did you indicate that you had seen 
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Phyllis Trayner give medications, did you? 
A. Thatéssrighte 
Q. And as I take it from your 
evidence e the time at which you say that 
you gave evidence of this medication is found at 
page 1660, the next page. 
A. ar rige 
Q. And starting at page 1659, 
Mr. Cooper says: 
7). All right. Now, Allana 
Miller was not on constant care?" 
BAY ae 
50. Is that right? Apparently 
at one point Phyllis Trayner did an 
apex on Allana Miller, that's within 
the realm of expectation?" 
RAS Yes." 
°"O- Right. At one point Phyllis 
Trayner gave gentamicin to 9 
Miller, and that could be expected 
having regard to Susan Nelles' pre- 


occupation with Cook?" 


"At Yes." 
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answer you gave was that it could be expected that 
Phyllis Trayner would give a medication to Allana 
Miller if Susan Nelles was preoccupied? 

A. And that she could have given 
her the gentamicin. I recall her giving her some 
medication and when Mr. Cooper had said it then it 
came to mind that she did give a medication. 

QO. Well, you didn't tell Mr. 
Cooper that you saw Phyllis Trayner give the medi- 
Gation, did your 

A. BEdidn*eMthink about®it until 
I was directly asked about the gentamicin and it 
came to mind that I saw Phyllis give a medication 
and I assumed it was an antibiotic. 

Q. But at the time that it was 
put to you you didn't tell him when you saw Ms. 
Trayner give the medication, what you saw Ms. Trayner 
give; did you? 

A. No. His question was just 
put to me as her giving gentamicin and, yes, that 
was an expected thing if Susan was busy. 

Oe Well, the question I suggest 
to you was that it could be expected if Susan Nelles 
was busy with another baby. 


A. And that she gave the gentamicin. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: What about the 
part about -- that was the time that she was vomiting. 
Was that the time that she was vomiting? 

THE WITNESS: No, it wasn't. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Following on page 
1660 -- oh, I see, that wasn't. The gentamicin wasn't 
the same time as the vomiting? 

THE WITNESS: No, it wasn't. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MS. FORSTER: Q. Now, when you saw 
Ms. Trayner give this medication, can you tell me 
first of all what size of a syringe she was using? 

A. I believe it was a 3 cc. 
syringe. 

. And is that the size of 


syringe one would use to administer gentamicin? 


A. An antibiotic, yes. 
2 And gentamicin is an anti- 
Jey We} shar, 
A. Yes, it is. 
3 2. And where was she injecting 


this medication? 
Ae Into the top of the buretrol, 
into the rubber stopper there. 


QO. And is that the normal place 
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E17 2 for injecting gentamicin? 

A. Yes. On our ward it was. 

OF And I take it that Registered 
Nurses on your ward and on Ward 4A were permitted 


to administer antibiotics into the buretrol? 


A. 5 
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Q. Do you recall the colour of 


the medication that she was administering? 


A. No, I don?t. 

— 8 How long were you in the room 
at that time? 

A. When she was administering the 


medication? Just for a few minutes. 

22 Did you see her finish 
administering the medication? 

A. She had taken - yes. 

Or hen you went into the room 
had she started administering the medication or 
did she start it after you had entered the room? 

A. She had started. She was 
in the process of lifting her arm up and putting 
the needle into the buretrol. 

igs After she put the needle into 
the buretrol what did she do? 

IN ® She injected whatever she 
had, whatever medication she had and took the 
needle out. 

o: And then what did she do? 

A. C 
had left the room. 


Q. You indicated yesterday I 
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believe that you couldn't recall whether she had 
placed a sticker on the buretrol after administering 
the medication? 

A. That is, rlignit. 

0. Is it possible that Miss Trayner 
put that sticker on after you left the room? 

A. VESr welt. 94'S: 

1 Do you recall what time it 
was when you saw Miss Trayner administer the 
medication? 

A. I_can't recall the exact time, 
no. | 

8 You mentioned yesterday that 
you thought you saw this at the time Susan Nelles 
was taking Justin Cook to the echo lab. Do you 
recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Oo. And is it possible that you 
are mistaken as to that event? 

Als It could be, yes. 

2 2. Right. DO you really have 
any good recollection at all as to the time, the 
timing at which you were in this room during that 
evening? 


A. tt Was a Lairiy busy nignt. 
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I had patients on my side, and it was a matter of 
if the alarm went off I would go in and check it 
Or whatever, so I never really checked the times, 
and I had been in and out of the room a number of 
times, so, no, I don't have any recollection of 
time. 

Os And it was also eee ees 
ago, wasn’t it? 

A. Yes, it was. 

2 And if everything you saw 
Miss Trayner do consistent with what you would 
expect a nurse to do if she was administering 
gentamicin? 

Be Yes. If it wasgankantibiotic 
she would inject it into the buretrol to run it 
over a period of time, yes. 

Q. £ would) bikesto put te vou 
some of Miss Trayner's evidence at the preliminary. 
Reading from Volume 4, page 690, starting at about 
line 22. Miss Trayner was asked at the preliminary: 

"Os And in any event Miss Nelles 

told you that this ampicillin was in 

there and then you indicated yesterday 
that you yourself put in another drug 


called intamicin. 
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Gentamicin. 
Gentamicin? 
Yes. 


All right. And what kind of 


drug is that? 


A. 
Q. 
fluid? 
A. 
Q. 


A. 


That is another antibiotic. 


At. Lights. And LS Lt arCcLear 


Ss, it is. 


And when did you do that? 


‘About one o'clock in the 


morning. 


Q. 


One o'clock in the morning, 


all right, and was Susan Nelles there 


when you did it? 


A. 


She had just returned back 


from the echo lab, was settling 


Justin 


and asked me if anybody had 


done signs for the patient while she 


was gone. 
Or Yes. 
A. I told her that I had done 


Allana 


Miller's signs and I asked 


Janet Brownless to do Baby Adairo's 


vital signs for her because she was 
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"busy with Justin. 

a. Yes. 

A. She then said she had another 

medication to give and I told her I 

would go and get it for her. 

2. What medication did she say? 

A. That was gentamicin." 

Miss Bell, the question I have for 
you: is it possible what you saw Miss Trayner 
doing that night was administering the one o'clock 
gentamicin to Allana Miller? 

A. It is possible. 

Ow And is it possible that your 
recollection is not accurate in that you didn't 
see that at the time Susan Nelles was taking Justin 
Cook to the echo lab? 

A. It is possible. 

Q. When you walked in the room 
and saw Miss Trayner giving the medication what was 
her reaction? 

A. There was no reaction. She 
was in the process of giving a medication. 

Ox Did she seem surprised? 

A. No. 


O.. Did she try and hide anything 
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say somewhere here that she did administer that - 


somewhere I take it. That goes on, does it? All 


she says is she went and got it. 


MS. FORSTER: Yes, sir, it does. 
THE WITNESS: 692. 
MS. FORSTER: 2 Starting at 


page 692, line 18, they are discussing how 


Miss Trayner prepared the medication and then it 


2 
F6 Or cover anything up? 
: A. No. She was just lifting her 
| 4 arm up and putting the needle in the buretrol. 
5 2. Did she act suspicious in 
| 6 any way at all? 
| 7 A. No. 
8 Ov. Did she just act like she 
: 9 was doing her job? 
ö Res Yes. 
| 2. And if Susan Nelles was still 
| 11 busy with Justin Cook at one o'clock in the morning 
12 would you not expect Miss Trayner as team leader 
13 to administer medications to Susan's other patients 
14 for her? 
| 15 A9 Yes. It wasn't unusual. 
| Q. Now -- 
16 
THE COMMISSIONER: Does Mrs. Trayner 
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is asked: 
"Gs All right., And what, did you 
do withed t7 
A. iebrougnt 1c into 416 
and showed susan the ticket and 
showed her my gentamicin. 
QO. What do you mean ticket? 
A. The medication ticket 

that has Allana 

Miller's name on it, the drug, the 
dosage and then the time. 
oe Allo int _And why did you 
show that to Susan Nelles? 
A. Because — just to double check 
that it was gentamicin. We had some 
problems that night about having a 
coroner's inquest so everybody was 
a little bit more careful of what 
they were doing. 
2. Coroner's inquest with respect 
to what baby? 
A. Baby Pacsai. 
Q And when had you heard about 
a coroner's inquest on Baby Pacsai? 


A. The Friday night, March 20th. 
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(Forster) 
| 
1 
s 3 od Yes. So you showed this to 
4 Susan and what did you do with it? 
| 5 f A. Then I went into 423. 
| | Q. NSS. 
l 6 
A. And injected it in the buretrol. 
| g 9 And you do that with a hypo- 
8 dermic syringe? 
| 9 At. Yess Gidc 


Mr. Registrar, could the witness be 


shown the medical record for Allana Miller, please, 


Exhibit Liss 

Would you turn to page 38 of the 
medical record, Mrs. Bell? 

A. Yes, I have it. 

0; This is the medication and 
treatment record for Allana Miller. 

Can you tell me when a nurse generally 
completes these records? 

Ps Usually after she gives the 
medication or if something comes up it could be 
some time later, or it could be before. 

Or She may sign for the medication 
before she has given it? 


A. She might. 
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(Forster) 
On Or she may do it just after? 
A. Right. 
OF And what if she is busy, when 


would she - if she is having a busy night what would 
she do? 

A. Any one of those things. 
Because the med room was right at the desk she 
could sign for the medication there where the chart 
was. She could sign for the medication after she 


had given it or if something came up it could be 


until some time later, 


O% Might it be at any time during 
her shift? 

A. Nes 2c cOUuLa. 

gu Right. And you indicated 


yesterday to Miss Cronk that a nurse may sign 
the medication treatment for her patients even 


though another nurse gave the medication. 


A. It could happen, yes. 

OF You axe aware of it happening? 
A. Yes. 

ORR All right. And there is 


nothing suspicious about that; 


A. 


It happens. 


üer [L*mvarraia-~2t. does? 


it just happens? 


It is not supposed 
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Q. e eee e 
THE COMMISSIONER: Why wouldn't 


someone who was signing for what someone else has 
done, why would they not - is it not usual. under 
those circumstances to put the name of the person 
who did do it and sign your own - that is the 

sort of thing that we in the legal profession find 
quite reasonable. We sign somebody else's name 
but then so there will be no doubt about it we 
sign per ourselves. 

Do they not do that in the medical 
profession? 

THE WITNESS: That could happen, 
but that could be overlooked as well. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, what was 
your position with regard to it on your own team? 
Did you encourage that sort of thing or did you -- 

THE WITNESS: It is not encouraged 
with anybody. You are supposed to sign for whatever 
you do, whatever medication you give. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Supposing, though, 
someone has done it, you saw someone do it but 
they didn't sign in for some reason, did you ever 
consider signing their name for them or did you 


consider signing your own name? 
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THE WITNESS: I would never sign 
someone else's name to it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, all I 
am suggesting to you - you see if this is what 


happened here, if Susan Nelles signs for Phyllis 


.Trayner, it doesn't really tell us what happened 


at 1 does it? It seems to indicate that Susan 
Nelles administered when in fact Phyllis Trayner 
administered. But if she were to sign Phyllis 
Trayner per Susan Nelles then we would know what 
happened. 

THE WITNESS: FF 

THE COMMISSIONER: And we would 
also know who signed it. 

THE WITNESS: That is xi9ght. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But that system 
was never adopted I take it? 

THE WITNESS: Some people could 
do that, but obviously it didn't happen. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I haven't seen 
it done. I may have just missed that. 

Yes. Ail right. sorry. 

MS. FORSTER: Q. Mrs. Bell, have 
you ever had a situation where you signed the 


medication record for a child although another 
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nurse gave the medication? Have you ever done that 
yourself? 

A. NotetnawcaL e 

Q. All right. Are you aware of 
any situations where you administered the medication 
yourself but somebody else signed the medication 
record? 

A. Yes, it has happened. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, what 
was that last question? What was that? 

MS. FORSTER: I asked whether she 
was aware of situations in which she had administered 
the medication but somebody else signed the medica- 
tion record. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And how did she 
Son it: What was the occasion? 

THE WITNESS: Well, I administered 
it in that the other person was busy. Like I had 
clfecked and I say "I'll give it" and then perhaps as 
she is going over doing her charting, she was busy, 
she would sign knowing that I had given it, or at 
least trusting that I had given it. 

THE COMMISS3IONER: That is apparently 
what happened here. Do you say that was improper? 


THE WITNESS: Rees . 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 


2652 


But there has 


been an occasion you say when this has happened to 


you? 


it and someone else has signed, yes. 


THE WITNESS: 


Where I have given 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


sign it yourself? 


THE WITNESS: 


Why would you not 


Forgetting not: to. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


does this happen? 


THE WITNESS: 


Not very often. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


How many times 


What concerns me 


aboucetnhat LEeyoundo that. sort or thing. the records 


honest to you and to the other person as it was, 
but when it comes to checking and finding out 


whether it is, 


it is the wrong name. 


THE WITNESS: 


MS. FORSTER: 


F 


2. 


don't tell somebody else - they may be perfectly 


In those situations 


where it has happened to you, Mrs. Bell, does the 


. i bd * 
person who signed the record sign her own name? 


A. Yes. 

ON As opposed to your name? 
A. Yes, they would. 

Oy And if a nurse has had a 
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particularlye=sexcuseimeyifirstsofcally did this 
happen on occasions where the nurse who was responsi- 
ble for the patient was having a particularly busy 
evening? 

A. That is when it happened, yes. 

OF: Andiifea nurse 1s particularly. 
busy would she often do all of her charting at the 
end of the shift? 

A. It could happen, yes. 

2. All right., And is it possible 
on some of the occasions where this happened you 
wouldn't be available to sign the medication record 
because you would off giving report? 

Ag Matis tight. 

MS. FORSTER: Those are all my 
questions. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yess AlL Ligne, 
thank you. 

Mo none? 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HUNT: 

Of Mrs. Bell, my name is Hunt. 

I represent the Attorney General and the Solicitor 
General with respect to this Inquiry. 
Now Just o piek up en the point that 


my friend Miss Forster vas dealing with in the latter 
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part of her examination with respect to the time at 
which you saw Phyllis Trayner administer medication 
to Baby Miller. 

A. RIGHC 

QO: And you admit to her that it 
is possible you saw this later in the evening. That 
is later than midnight, and it is possible that what 
you saw her administering into that buretrol was 
gentamicin; you don't know? | 

A. It is possible, yes. 


Oe If we are going to talk 


possibilities, it is also possible on your evidence 
that it was closer to midnight that you saw her 


administering medication into the buretrol? 


A. £ can’t pinpoint a time, no. 
Q. My question to you was it is 
| possible? 
| A. That possibility is there, 
| yes. 

0. It is possible it was 


sométhing other than gentamicin that was going into 
the buretrol? 
A. In my mind it was an antibiotic. 
9 The question - if you will 


just listen to my question -- 
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A. Okay. 
‘ke == you will find it a lot 


easier. It is possible that it was something other 
than gentamicin going into the buretrol? 

A. It could have been. 

oF Right. And yesterday when 
you were giving evidence here, principally to 
‘Miss Cronk, you were doing your best to recall a 
sequence of. events that night? 


Bt. ¥es, that 15 right. 
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any evidence that vou gave vesterday, today, are vou? 

A. No, I don't believe I am. 

Q. Nothing happened overnight that 
caused you to want to change anything you said 
yesterday? 

A. I have gone over ene transcript 
from the preliminary hearing, and I have gone over my 
statments. 

Q. And you are content with the way 
you gave your evidence yesterday and the way you left 


this matter then? 


A. I am not happy with it. 

Q. What is it that has caused you 
to feel -- 

A. It has caused me concern because 


we keep going over it. 
Q. Don't worry about people going 
over it, iu d your ee ind am putting .tosyou 
is there anything that has happened that caused you 
to want to change your evidence from yesterday at all? 
A. No. 
Q. So you are content with the 
evidence you gave yesterday? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. And yesterday you were doing 
your best to recall the events? 

A. Les. 

Q. And your best recollection at 
that time was that you went into Baby Miller's room 
on the third occasion, that is the occasion when you 
saw Phyllis Trayner administering the medication; 
very shortly after Susan Nelles passed you taking 
Justin Cook down to the Echo lab? 

A. Thee iS right, 


THE COMMISSIONER: I thought it was 


at the time, but perhaps I have got it wrong. 


MR. HUNT:5 No; T fink deu are right, 
sir, and as a matter of fact I am looking at your 
questions to the witness at page 2345 in yesterday's 
evidence, Volume 99. 

0. Perhaps if I go back to 2344, 
sir, I can pick up the entire exchange, line 17: 

"THE COMMISSIONER:", this is Miss Cronk was asking you 
questions: 

"THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Could I just 
interrupt for a moment. You said you 
saw Susan Nelles going down with Justin 
Cook to the Echo lab. When was that in 


relation to this third time you went 
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G. 3 
1 
2 "into the Miller baby's room? 
3 "THE WITNESS: Well, I had heard the 
4 alarm, I was at the desk. 
5 "THE COMMISSIONER: And it was just 
6 then, was it? 
"THE WITNESS: Yes, and Susan was 
e passing through. | 
8 "THE COMMISSIONER: So, it vas right 
9 


at the time that Susan Nelles went to 
the Echo’ lab? 
"THE WITNESS: Right. 
"THE COMMISSIONER: That you went in, 
and that's the third time, and you went 
in because the cardiac monitor had gone 
Se 
"THE WITNESS: Les. 
"THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right." 
So the evidence that you gave yesterday 
that it was right at the time that Susan Nelles passed 
on the way to the Echo lab that the monitor went off 
and you went into the room? 

A. Yes. 

0. And we heard the evidence 
yesterday read of Phyllis Trayner to the effect that 


Susan Nelles had taken Justin Cook down to the Echo lab 
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some time between 11:50 and she didn't return until 
12:20; do you recall that evidence being read? 

A. Yes, I do. 

9. Then you recall this evidence 
that was read to you this morning by Ms. Forster, 
where Miss Trayner gave her account of the 
administering of the gentamicin to Baby Miller? 

) A. Hid 9g siege ih ae Bo gb we 

Q. And you recall her saying that 
she took the vial in and showed the sticker to Susan 
Nelles before she went back and administered the 
gentamicin? | 

A. Thate 1S raont. 

0. That would suggest that is some 
time after Susan Nelles returned from the Echo lab, 
wouldn't it? 

A. It would, yes. 

MR. HUNT: Sir, I am about to start 
into - the first area is going to be quite lengthy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

All right, we will take 20 minutes. 

MR. ORTVED: Mr. Commissioner, if I 
could have your indulgence for a moment. I do have 
very few questions, but I am Obliged to be elsewhere 


for the next hour or two, and just in the event, in 
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the event things move faster than I anticipate they 
might, may I have your indulgence and maybe follow 
one of the other counsel? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, sir, certainly, 
there is no problem about that. You say very few 
questions, do you mean just three or four, we could 
ask them now and then go with a clear conscience? 

MR. ORTVED: Well I prefer to wait 
until Mr. Hunt-because they may be largely academic 
after Mr. Hunt is through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. How long do you 
think, M Hunt, you rd be? 

MR. HUNT: I will certainly be until 
lunch and possibly some short time after. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. And your 
position, you are short I think you said yesterday, 
short in time, and I am sure very effective. 

MR “ROLAND:  Yes,. 2 think 2 will hoid 
to that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. This 
afternoon, are you available this afternoon? 

MR. ORTVED: I will be here this 
afternoon. I didn't think it would cause a problem, 


but I didn't want you to think if I wasn't here when 


I was reached that I necessarily -- 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, er.. 2661 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Hunt ) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
That's fine,we will take 20 minutes now. 

--- Short recess 
--- On resuming: 

MS. FORSTER: Mr. Commissioner, just 
before Mr. Hunt resumes. Just prior to the break he 
read an excerpt from the transcript in which this 
witness testified that she was sure that she had seen 
Mrs. Trayner administer the medication at the time 
Susan Nelles was taking the baby to the Echo lab. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MS. FORSTER: I simply wanted to point 
out that there is a further occasion where she gave 
evidence, this is at page 2352 of yesterday's 
transcript, and the last question on that page, Ms. 
Cronk says: 

"Is it possible than when you entered 
the room and saw Phyllis Trayner 

administering a medication using a 

syringe and a needle to Allana Miller 

that it was 1 o'clock in the morning 

and not between 11:50 and 12:20? 

"A It could have been. Like I am not 
sure of the times. I know I went into 


the room after I passed Susan in the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Sr. EX. 2662 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Hunt) 


"hall. Whether that was the time I 

saw Phyllis give that medication I am 

not sure." 

MR. HUNT: I am well aware of that, 

Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HUND: Tf you will recall that 
preceded Ms. Cronk's efforts to try to pin the time 
down by virtue of the Echo lab and the time when 
Ms. Nelles returned. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

MR. HUNT: I don't propose to pursue that 
any further at this point. 

. Mrs. Bell, you have indicated I 
believe to my friend Ms. Cronk, that back at the time, 
that is March of 1981, you considered both Phyllis 


Trayner and Susan Nelles to be personal friends of 


yours? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you describe them as good 
friends? 

A. We worked together a lot and we 


saw each other outside of work, so, yes, we are good 
friends. 


Q. And that friendship has continued? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co. (ro. Bell, cr. ex. 2663 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
A. Ee, hase 
0. And continues up until today? 
A. Yes, it does. 
0. And have you continued to see 


both Ms. Nelles and Mrs. Trayner socially up until 


your appearance here? 


A. Not as frequently as I did before, 
no. 

0. But you have continued? 

A. Yes, 6 paves 

0. I am not suggesting there is 


anything wrong with that. 


A. Yes, I have. 

Q. When was the last time you saw 
Ms. Nelles? 

A. The last time I had seen her, 


I believe it was in November or December of last year. 


Q. What about Mrs. Trayner, when 
was the last time you saw her? 

A. I haven't seen her for a while, 
Indon!twknowewhens 4>7jex 

0. Longer than last November? 

A. ftacould bes 

Q. It could be shorter than last 
November? 


N 8 a Au 


ae 
a 


ere aust st! ai da 
aye — 5 An 


ee e as | p= A 
ae .on 

cheuhaimes’ svat Gay a g 

oven T joer 4 

al dandy Fates, Jon me 1 0 
rp nene 

„ran I „es KE 

Wek doy Waits deel aad 280 oot 0 
2 


. 
8 


Ai ee tel 2 ima f oar 


Arte aner .2%4 sucda n 


man ie Wande So ben Ku a 311480 


4 


Vien wee voy Unity ges! siz 88 


Inn & 5523 tod aver s'apvel 


0 * 


eee ee ed: bags 


as | ae 


1 ec Bluom 21 
2 a oe 2 


A 
n woud nen 
Q 
4 
9 


F t90mavouw 


— 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2664 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
A. No, I don't think it was any 
shorter. 
Q. When was the last time you 


talked to Ms. Nelles? 
A. It was in November. 
Q. And what about the last time you 


talked to Mrs. Trayner? 


A. Last week. 

Q. Last week? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And have you talked to her 


frequently in the intervening months? 


A. To Mrs. Trayner? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I have talked to her on and off, 
yes. 

Q. And when you talked to her last 


week did you have any discussion about your appearance 
here to testify? 

A. She had heard from the media 
that I was next to appear and she made comment to that, 
but that was the extent that we discussed it. 

Q. What was the comment? 

A. She just said I understand you 


are appearing next week and I said, yes, and that was i 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, ST. EX. 2665 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt ) 


Q. Did you discuss any of the 
evidence that you would be giving here? 

A. No, e didn: t=. 

Q. Any of the events that occurred 
back on the ward from duly of 1980 to March of 19817? 

A. No, we didn't. 

Q. Well, I take it then that the 
nature of your friendship with both Ms. Nelles and 
Mrs. Trayner hasn't changed at all in the last two 
years, inasmuch as you still consider them to be good 
friends? 

A. n 

Q. Now I take it when you were 
first contacted by the police back in, I think you 
said March the 24th of 1981? 

A. I believe it was. 

MS. KITELY: I believe the witness 
said March the 26th. 

MR. HUNT: O. The 26th@ It was the day 
after the arrest of Susan Nelles. 

A. It was the day after, it was 
a Thursday. 

0. And I take it that you were 
rather distressed at the fact that she had been 


arrested and charged with the murder of Justin Cook? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, er. ex. 2666 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
A. Yes, I was. 
Q. And as you are aware very shortly 


after that she was charged with the murder of Allana 


Miller, Kevin Pacsai and Janice Estrella? 


A. Yes. 

Q. And that distressed you further? 
A. Yes. 

. I am going to suggest to you 


that in your meetings with the police on March 26th, 
April 24th and May 20th, that you adopted a particular 
attitude and that that attitude was that you would 
answer their 3 that you would not volunteer 
information to them; is that a fair statement? 

A. I would answer their questions, 
yes. 

Q. But you were not about to 
volunteer information to them? 

A. It was not an intentional thought, 
no, 16 wasn... 

THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, what 


was that? 


THE WITNESS: It was not an intentional 
thing that I -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: It wasn't a thought 


or a plan of yours? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. BOLL, Gl vex» 2667 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
Gee 
1 
2 THE WITNESS: No. 
3 THE COMMISSIONER: Is that what you mean? 
4 THE WITNESS: Yes, it is. 
5 MR. HUNT: Q I suggest your attitude 
5 was not one that you were going to go out of your way 
to assist them? 
g A. 1 had never been involved in a 
8 police investigation. I went there going to answer 
9 their questions with no intention of either not 


volunteering information or whatever. 

Q. Did you ever sit down and say, 
well, we have got a Seoblen here, I have been 
thinking about it, I have gone over the events of the 
deaths of Cook, Miller, Pacsai and Estrella in my 
mind, and I am going to tell you everything I can 
recall about it and see what you can make of it. Did 
you ever take that approach to your dealings with the 
police? 

A. I had gone over things in my 
mind, and the things that I had gone over I would 
discuss with the police; I had gone over the events 
of the night. 

Q. You discussed it with them if 
they asked you about it? 


A. What they asked me was, what 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE s co. (ro. Bell, cr.ex. 2668 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


had occurred during the night? what I presented to 
them was what had happened when I started my shift 
until, you know, until the shift ended, and what 
happened during the arrests and what happened during 
the resuscitation. 

0. . You would tell the police that 
I suggest to 30 if they specifically asked you what 
happened at a given point in time in the evening. My 
suggestion to you is that you did not approach this 
exercise of being interviewed with the police with 
an attitude of desiring to assist them by volunteering 
information? 


A. My desire to assist the police; 


obviously these children had died and there was a 
concern over the death of these children. So my 
intention was to assist the police, and that was the 
way "I"dard' Lt. 

0. I take it you were not too 
pleased about the fact that your good friend was 
charged with murder at that time? 

A. I was shocked at the fact that 
she was charged, and if there was any way I could 
help in coming to some kind of truth, or help with the 
events that happened that night, then that is what 


I was there for. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2669 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


Q. If they happened to ask you about 
it I suggest? 

A. If they asked specific questions 
I would answer specific questions. 

Q. Well, for example, did you ever 
tell a policeman that early on in these series of 
deaths, back in the summer of 1980, that there was a 
particular concern about one person, i.e. Phyllis 
Trayner, and the fact that she was calling these 
Code 25's too early? Did you ever volunteer that to 
them? 

A. Nov. Cian’, but 1t. didn’t. seem 
to be an issue to be volunteered. 

Q. You did not think that the 
police might find that interesting and be concerned 
as well that someone seemed to be calling Code 25's 
before the situation really called for it? 

A. At mytime ofthe concern with 
Phyllis,was our difference of opinion as to assessment, 
she did not take the time that I would to assess a 
situation. It was more of a difference of how I 
dealt with it and how Phyllis dealt with it. 

0. You didn't consider that the 
police might find that suspicious somewhat? 


A. It wasn't suspicious to me, so 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE co (ro Bell, cr.ex. 2579 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


I wouldn't have presented that to them as being 
Suspicious. 

0. So you didn't advance that, you 
didn't volunteer that piece of information? Did you 
ever tell them that you and your team members were 
concerned that Phyllis Trayner was taking control of 
these resuscitation efforts to the point where you 
were concerned about it and went to Mary Costello 
about it, and to the point that everyone was concerned 


that she was really getting involved in an area that 


was not her responsibility? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. q Bell 2671 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
Sr. ex. (Hunt) 


A. I had raised these concerns 
with my Head Nurse and these were cuncerns that we 
had at the time and I didn't think of them at the 
time when I had spoken to the police. 

Q. ALlenightin You ant 
the police might find that suspicious that a parti- 
cular person was seeking to take control of the 
resuscitation efforts perhaps in cases where they 
shouldn't have been? 

A. Again, it wasn't suspicious 
in my mind, so I wouldn't present it as being so. 

Q. | And we have heard that you 
didn't tell a policeman at any point about seeing 
Phyllis Trayner administering medication to Baby 
Miller at approximately midnight, some two and a 
half hours before she died? 

A. I don't believe I said it in 


my statement, no. 


CO. No. 
A. There was no specific reference. 
©. Well, I am suggesting to you 


that you never told a policeman that. The first 
time you have ever told anyone I suggest other than 
perhaps your own counsel is when you met with Miss 


Cronk back on the 3lst of January? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
Sr. ex. (Hunt) 


A. There was mention of it made 
at the preliminary hearing. 

On Well, we will get to that. 
We will just see if that amounts to mention of it. 
But you didn't tell a policeman in any event about 
that? 


8 ai net 


10 > 


And I think you told us 
yesterday that you believe in that meeting of 
April 24th that dealt specifically with Allana 
Miller that you were asked if you saw anyone giving 
any medication to Allana Miller. 

A. I have gone over my statement 
that I gave and the question was specific, did I 


see Susan give digoxin to Allana Miller. 


Q. Well -- 

A. If we could go over the 
statement. 

Q. Let me just put to you some- 


thing that was asked of you yesterday, Volume 99. 

A. I know what I said yesterday 
but I have had time to go over my statement and that 
was what was asked at the time. 

2. Well, if you know it then you 


won't need to have the transcript beside you when I 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE A CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Sr.. (Hunt) 


Just read it to you, will you? 
A. Well, you can refer to it. 
MR. BROWN: What's the page? 
MR. HUNT: 2491. 
Q. You were asked this by Miss 
Cronk beginning at line 18 in reference to the 
April 24th meeting concerning Allana Miller: 
. Did they ask you as well, 
Ms. Bell, whether you had seen any 
individual giving any medication to 


thats chagdiz’ 


Pes E think. they did, I'm not 
sure." 

"Q. Do you recall what you said?" 
1 said now: 


Now, you are content with that answer, 
are you? 

A. I wasn't sure exactly what they 
had asked me but I recall that they had asked some- 
thing about the digoxin, whether somebody else had 
given it or myself. 

Ow The question that was put to 
you yesterday referred specifically to any medication. 

A. Righe, 


2. You said your answer you 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Hunt) 


believe was no. 

A. Yes, and that was asked on 
another occasion, another statement that I had given 
to the police as well. 

22 So, I am suggesting to you 
that you were given -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment. 

MS). ICRONK< wesen Mn Hant, 
but perhaps to be entirely fair as to the exchange, 
you should start, ir Hunt; at the top of page 2491. 
The question appears, as it is sometimes my wont, 
to have been put . 

MR. HUNT: I'm sorry. We will go back 
to line 5. 

"Or Were you asked whether any 

other individual had administered any 

medication to that child?" 

ae They had asked if I had or if 

anybody else, I believe so, yes." 

"THE COMMISSIONER: I just «want to 

know, I want to know what it was that 

they asked. They asked -- did they ask 
about the digoxin or did they ask about 
anything?" 


"THE WITNESS: They asked about digoxin" 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
Cr.ex. (HEAL) 


"THE COMMISSIONER: They asked if you 
or anyone else?" 
"THE WITNESS: Yes." 
"THE COMMISSIONER: What did you say?" 
"THe WLINnoo: Ll said=no.” 

Then Miss Cronk put the question: 
"Q. Did they ask you as well, Ms. 
Bell, whether you had seen any 
individual giving any medication to 


thacecniida, 


ie "T-think they did, I’m not sure. 
2. Do you recall what you said?" 
. ee NO... 


Are you content with that evidence 
of yesterday? 

A. Yes, 1 am. 

— 8 So, I am suggesting to you 
that the police when they met with you on the 24th 
of April of 1981 gave you ample opportunity to assist 
them by giving them the evidence that you gave us 
in this courtroom yesterday for the first time. 

A. They had asked me a specific 
question about Allana Miller and I answered that 
question. I don't know how I can answer questions 


that they are not asking me. 
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Q. Well, it seemed pretty speci- 
fic what we just read that they were giving you 
the opportunity to inform them -- 
A. They asked me -- well, could 
we see the statement perhaps? 
1 Oe Well, you are not suggesting 
that everything that transpired in that interview 


was recorded in the statement, are you? 


A. It is my understanding that it 
was. 

2. IT. See. 

A. | They were interviewing me, 


so they were recording it. 

MS. KITELY: Since the witness has 
asked on two occasions to look at the statement, 
might she be allowed an opportunity to look at it? 

MR. HUNT: I have no objection. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You have no 
ObISCELON eA! wig. 

MS WB Thank VOU, Six. 

se 8 THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment, 
just a moment before you hand it to her. Mr. Labow? 

MR. LABOW: Mr. Commissioner, before 

the witness gets the statement, I would like to tell 


my friend that if she looks at the statement I would 
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like to have an opportunity to see it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, certainly 
your argument would be better if she does, that's 
all I can say. That is something that has to be 
borne in mind. I think that is in accord with my 
ruling the other day. If we start using the state- 
ment then all counsel will have to have reference 
OUT < 

MS. RG@TELYS understand; Sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You are not object- 
ing to the statement going to all counsel? 

MS. KITELY: Not this particluar state- 
mentyono,.sirs 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you can't 
really take one position with one of them and another 
one with another. 

MSE KITELY: Well, with all due 
respect, sir, I am simply taking, if I might, your 
position, which is, we will take it a step at a time, 
and we are now dealing with a particular statement 
about a particular child. Might we cross other 
bridges when they arise? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, we can, but 
I think we certainly would like to act on principle 


though and if one statement goes in because it doesn't 
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hurt you, another one might well go in even though 
it does. 

MS. KITELY: There is no suggestion, 
sir, that any statements would hurt. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MS.) KITELY 3 tne point is that this 
witness has twice referred to a statement; she 
ought to be allowed an opportunity to look at it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MS. KITELY: If my friend wishes to 
look at it, I aminoe obhect ing at this point. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I take it that 
the position of the Police is the same as it was 
before? 

MR. YOUNG: We have no objection, 

Mr. Commissioner, 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Brown? 

MR. BROWN: I think our position from 
the beginning, sir, is that we have requested and 
have not necessarily received any and all statements 
which make reference to our client. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. BROWN: And that before the state- 
ments go in we have an opportunity to review them 


and if there are any matters raised in the statements 
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that we feel should not be introduced we would want 
to have an opportunity to argue them at that point. 

We have had this statement, so that 
part has been satisfied. We have not seen necessary 
to argue about the admissibility of certain portions 
Sies 

THE COMMISSIONER: But you have had 
this one. I think the Commission Counsel have given 
you all the statements in which your client's name 
has been mentioned. 

MR. BROWN: No, they have not, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, they have not? 
Oh, wait a minute, they have if they intend to 
adduce any of the evidence, yes, but not all the 
statements where your client's name is mentioned, 
that’s right: 

MS. CRONK: Well, to assist my friend, 
Mr. Comissioner, Mr. Brown is quite right. Certainly 
that undertaking has been given and we are in the 
process of complying with respect to his client. It 
has been done in the case of other parties represented 
by counsel at an earlier date. It is being done now 
for his client. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Will 


you just tell me about this statement? 
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MS. CRONK: The position that you are 
searching for in the room was one articulated by 
Commission Counsel before, and that is, unless there 
was some particular relevant remark or comment 
attrib uted to the particular witness and a statement 
that went to the cause of death issue, Commission 
Counsel then and now do not feel that these state- 
ments should receive complete distribution. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Can you tell me 
about this statement. Has this statement gone to 
any counsel? ö 

MS. CRONK: Well, the counsel for 
the Police obviously have it but not from Commission 
Counsel. It is my understanding that Mr. Hunt has 
1 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, but has it 
gone to Mr. Brown? 

MS’. CRN: No, Sir’. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I thought you said 
you had it. 

MS. CRONK: It has not been provided 
by us, sir, to anyone. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But you have it? 

MR. BROWN: Well, during the preliminar 


inquiry there was some disclosure by the Crown to us 
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and this was one of the statements disclosed. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But Miss Forster 
has not? 

MS. FORSTER: I haven't seen it, Sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well then I think 
what we will do is -- I don't know whether you have 
to go into this matter now, do you? I think this 
statement would have to go to Miss Forster before it 
goes to anyone else, and this afternoon we may well 
decide to distribute it to everyone. 

MR. HUNT; . Well, I could leave this 
point. My point 1 I can complete without 
really dealing with the contents of this statement. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no, no, I 
am not saying it doesn't go to the witness. I am 
not saying it doesn't go to the witness. If you have 
to deal with some small portion of it, that's fine, 
but all.I am saying is that it now should go to 
Miss Forster and we will consider what the position 
is after we have heard from her, probably at 2:30 
this afternoon. 

MR. HUNT: I have no objection to 
thats 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Yes, 


Mr. Young? 
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MR. YOUNG: I am not objecting, Mr. 
Commissioner. I simply point out that this witness 
made more than one statement and are we talking about 
all the statements or are we simply talking about 
the one statement concerning Baby Miller? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it depends on 
which one — I am not -- you are asking about one 
statement, I take it you are talking about the 
statement that she made with respect to Allana Miller, 
is that right? | 

MR. HUNT: Yes, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's the only 


statement we are dealing with at the moment, is that 


not xcight? 

MS. CRONK: That was my understanding, 
sare | 

MR. HUNT: That was also my under- 
standing. 


THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MS. CRONK: Just before you make a 
ruling on the matter, sir, I would simply put this 
before you as weli. The understanding that Commission 
Counsel had reached with counsel for Phyllis Trayner 
and others before you is that if there is contained in 


any statement that was given to the Metropolitan 
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Toronto Police any comment that is either incriminatin 
or exculpatory of a particular party with standing 
before you it would be provided. It was obviously 
the view of Commission Counsel that this statement 
did not fall within that category or it would have 
been provided and because it is our view that it 
does not, in my view it should not now be provided 
unless your ruling is that it is going to have to 
receive general distribution. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, general 
distribution means only to counsel at the moment for 
use and we will see ee: happens. 

MS. CRONK: I recognize that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Miss Kitely has 
not objected to its production to counsel. All I 
am saying at the moment is that it 1s to go. to 
Miss Forster because I am concerned about what her 
position might be with respect to it. It is going 
to the witness and no one has any objection to the 
witness seeing it at the moment, subject of course 
to the fact that she has seen it and that will re- 
inforce counsel's arguments that they should see it 
as well. I am not making that ruling. 

Now, you have the statement. Which 


statement have you given, Miss Kitely? 
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I'm sorry, you are not happy 
obviously, Miss Cronk, yet? 

MS. CRONK: No, I will see that Ms. 
Forster gets a copy, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. 

MS. CRONK: I just wanted to be 
aware of why it had to be provided. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Which statement 
have you given to her? 

MS. KITELY: I haven't given her any 
yet. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there is one 
with respect to Allana Miller. 

MS. KITELY: ‘That is correct, ‘sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, would 
you give her that one to look at for the moment. 

MS, KITELY: For the record, sir, it 
is a handwritten document about five and a half 
pages. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

Do you have that one now? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I do. 

MR. HUNT) .O.. All raght. Have you 
had a chance to look at it? 


A. I have gone through it, yes. 
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2. All right. You would agree 
with me there is certainly no way that this purports 


to be a transcript of any interview? 


A. It is notes from a statement 
that I gave. 

Oe Right, notpaatranscriptects 
any interview? 

A. bt.’ things that {esaid in 


my statement to the police. 


Q. Things that you said? 
Ae Yes. 
Q. My point is this does not 


purport to be a transcript of your entire interview, 


agreed? 

A. I can't say now, it has been 
a few years. 

OR. Wells. looki at 

A. Welly docan’t say if that is 


what I said word for word. 

2. Moes that assist just by 
looking at it whether it appears to be a transcript 
of the interview? 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, my 
friend has asked the same question now three times 


and the witness has given her answer and, in my 
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submission, he is bordering on badgering the witness. 

MR. HUNT: Well, I must have missed 
the answer if it was given, Mr. Commissioner. 

A. I cannot say now if it is 
word for word of what I said three years ago. 

oe I see. So, as far as you are 
concerned, this may well reflect a 3 word 
for word of what happened in your interview? 

A. Wegs. 

2. E 8% All right. 

Have you seen it, Mr. Commissioner? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I think I have 
the one. This is the one in printing, is it? 

MR. HUNT: veou 

THE WITNESS:. Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 

MR. HUNT: Q. Alisright. This is 
the one that would appear to consist of a series of 
one line, two line statements by you. 

A. Some are longer. They are 
divided up into sentenres. 

Q. All right. Well, can you 
find one longer than one sentence? 

Axe They are divided into sentences 
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reference by you to the fact that Phyllis Trayner 
was seen by you administering some medication 
at approximately midnight to Allana Miller? 

A. There is no reference to that, 
no. 

Q. And you have indicated yester- 
day to the Commissioner that you believe that you 
were asked whether you had seen any individual giving 
any medication to the child and your answer to that 
question was no. 

A. I think it was clarified -- 

OG | Now, what you are telling 
me -- 

MS. KITELY = The witness didn't get 
an opportunity to answer the question. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. I 
think you did have something else to say. You 
had started to say it. 

THE WITNESS: I had said sometime 
later or sometime along Ms. Cronk's discussion that 


I wasn't sure exactly what I had been asked. 
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Q. Well, is what you are telling 


us that you weren't given the opportunity by the 
police on the 24th of April to give them that piece 
of information if you had wanted to? 

Ay It never entered my mind so 
I wouldn't have the desire to give it to them. 

| Ors It may never have entered your 
mind, Mrs. Bell, but you are not suggesting that 
you weren't given the opportunity when you were 
discussing the death of Allana Miller to tell that 
to the police? ; 
A. I guess the opportunity was 
there but I wasn't 3 specifically. 

On So you would like to take 
back your evidence from yesterday then that you 
were ever asked whether anybody - you had seen 
anybody else giving medication to Allana Miller; is 
that right? 

A. I was not asked specifically 


if I had seen anybody giving any medication to 


Allana Miller. 


28 Alleyraeghts 

A. It was with reference to 
digoxin. 

Gis And you remember that? 
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AG 1 said that yesterday. 
Os You said that you weren't 


sure yesterday and now I am taking from what you 
are saying that you would like to take that back 
and tell us that you weren't asked specifically. 

A. Going over my statement, I 
wasn't asked specifically if there was another 
medication. 

oF Did you take any notes yourself 
of that interview? 

A. No, I didn't. 

One®, So your changing your 
position on that is based simply on the fact that 
in your statement you see no indication that you 
were asked specifically about anyone else giving 
medication? 

A. I don't know if I am changing 


my position from yesterday. 


® 
Q. Well, you seem to be to me, 


with respect. You seem to be saying now that you 
are quite satisfied you were never asked whether 
you saw anybody giving any medication to Allana 
Miller. 

A. That Is right. 


Q. So yesterday if you weren't 
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sure about that and you indicated that - at page 2491: 
BO Were you asked whether any 
other individual had administered 
any medication to that child? 

A. They had asked if I had or 

if anybody else, I believe so, yes." 

Would you like to change that now 
to you were not asked whether anybody else gave 
medication to Allana Miller that you saw? 

A. Going over the statement, 
the question is there as to what the question was 
asked. 

2. I beg your pardon? 

A. Going over the statement, the 
question on the statement is did I at any time 
administer digoxin to Allana Miller was the 
specific question. 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, if 
I might interest renn ne  friendiisigoingyto 
put that question and that answer to the witness 
again he has to put the question and i 
down the page to her. 

THE COMMISSIONER: WebtVeTothinkigt 
has been put enough times now, hasn't it? 


MSG LRITELY : Liagree,.sar;, but 
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my friend has isolated that question and that 
answer again, and it is unfair to the witness to do 
it in isolation. A later question -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Is this the one 
"Did they ask you as well, Miss Bell, whether you 
had seen any individuals giving any medication to 
the child?" | 

AS. “KITELY: And the answer is 
Wein nes dia, n der ere 

My submission only is that the two 
questions have to be. read together. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, she said 
up above: 

"They had asked if I had, or if anybody 

else, I believe so, yes." and 

“Lt think they did, bm not sure 
is pretty similar, do you not think? Apparently not. 

MS. *KETEGY: . 

THE COMMISSIONER: Allorignt. Very 
well. There is subtle distinction there. 

MR. HUNT: Q. You have heard it 
read and my question to you simply is are you now changing 
that evidence and you are telling us categorically 
you remember that you were never asked whether any- 


body else gave medication to Allana Miller? 
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A. Tum SOLLY «Could. vou say 


that again? 

2. Are you now changing that 
evidence that you gave yesterday where you said 
you weren't sure; you believe you were asked but 
you weren't sure. Are you now changing that to 
tell us that you remember now you weren't asked 
whether you saw anyone else giving medication to 
Allana Miller? 

A. I wasn't asked specifically 
whether I had seen any other medication given. 

QO. You remember that now that 
you weren't asked specifically? 

A. In going over the statement, 
yes. 

2. The thing that has refreshed 
your memory on that is that you have now gone over 
your statement of the 24th? 

A. Mat. is lant. 

QO. As far as you are concerned 
this may be, this document may respresent a 
verbatim transcript of the whole interview? 

A. it could. 

Q. I. see. 


I am going to suggest to you, Mrs. Bell 
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that you had an attitude of not going out of your 
way to co-operate and assist the police and that 
that attitude of yours continued right from the 
outset when you met these officers for the first 
time right through to the preliminary hearing when 
you gave your evidence. Do you agree with that? 

AS No, «aon. 

QO. Ril Laghta. -1°m going to 
suggest to you that when you gave your evidence 
before his Honour Judge Vanek at the preliminary 
hearing that you were not about to volunteer any- 
thing that you weren't specifically asked? 

A. It was not my intention not 
to volunteer things I hadn't been specifically 
asked. It wasn't a conscious effort on my part. 

©. Well, did you tell his Honour 
about the concern that existed about Phyllis Trayner 
calling the Code 25"s too early? 

A. I don't believe I did. 

On I don't believe you did. Did 
you tell his Honour about the concern . 
Trayner taking control of the resuscitation efforts 
and causing concern to you and your team members? 

A. That point caused concern in 


the early months, in the early summer months and 
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perhaps into the early fall. 


OF PME een 
A. NO? le aid nec mentcLon LG. 
oe And did you tell his Honour 


that you saw Phyllis Trayner administering a 
medication to Allana Miller at approximately 12 
o'clock shortly before she died? 

A. 1 didn’t make much of it until 
I was specifically asked. 

Ore All right. I take it: then 
from your last answer that your position is you 
were specifically asked the question and you 
answered it and you told his Honour about Phyllis 
Trayner administering medication? 

A. I was asked that, yes. 

OF All right. Let's look again 
because you can perhaps be refreshed on this. 

Volume 7 of the preliminary hearing, 
and I am afraid I don't have a copy of this for the 
witness, but it is not long. This was evidence 
you gave I believe on February lst of 19-- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment, 
please. 

MR. HUNT: LOS Zi. 


THE COMMISSIONER: We are getting 
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i 
2 
8 3 and extra copy. 
MS KiITELY? I think the witness 
4 
has one. 
5 
THE WITNESS: I have Mrs. Trayner's. 
6 THE COMMISSIONER: This’ 1s Mrest= beLiis 
7 Mow KETE GY < Well, she has a copy 
8 of that too. She may not know it but she has. 
| | 
| 9 THE COMMISSIONER: We will have to 


get a Librarian fer you, Mrs: Bell. 


MS. KITELY: What page is it, 
Mr. Hunt? 1 

MR. HUNT: 5 

Shes All right, let's see what 


you were first asked specifically. This is when 
you were being examined in chief by Mr. Magee 
the Crown Attorney. 
A. That is" signe. 
2 And he says at line 10: 
"Did you ever give her (that is Allana 
Miller) anything, ever feed her any- 
thing? 
A. No. 
She Did you ever give her any 
medication? 


TAN No. 
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"Ov Did you see anybody else feeding 


her or giving her medication? 

A. No." 

Now would you agree with me you were 
specifically asked by Mr. Magee the Crown Attorney 
did you see anybody else feeding her or giving her 


medication and you responded no. 


A. That is what I responded. 
OF That is pretty "specific: 
A. Yes. 

Gs e icht Camwe kske t 


that Mr. Magee must have been interested in the 
answer to that question or he wouldn't have asked it? 
A. That is right. 
oO". All right. Now we will go 
over to page 1660. You are being cross-examined 
by Mr. Cooper, and this is the passage that my 
friend Miss Forster read to you this morning and I 
will start over at the last question page 1659: 
. All right. Now Al lana Miller 
was not on constant care? 
A. No. 
. Is that right? Apparently at 
one point Phyllis Trayner did an apex 


on Allana Miller. That's within the 
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"realm of expectation? 

A. Yes. 

0; Right. At one point Phyllis 

Trayner gave gentamicin to Allana 

Miller and that could be expected 

having regard to Susan Nelles' 

preoccupation with Cook? 

Des Yes; 

Now is that what you are suggesting 
was your specific question about Phyllis Trayner, 
you seeing Phyllis Trayner giving something to 
Allana Miller and your answer? | 

A. Yes, it is. 

Oi. Well, I am suggesting to you 
that your answer to that question was an answer as 
to whether or not the giving of gentamicin to 
Allana Miller by Phyllis Trayner could have been 


expected having regard to Susan Nelles' preoccupation 


with Cook. 

Wouldn't you agree with me that is 
obvious? 

A. No, one 

. I see. So when you were - 


whenthat statement was put to you by Mr. Cooper 


that was your effort to tell the Court what you 
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told this Commission yesterday; is that right? 

A. thatyriserights 

2 Well, at the very least 
would you suggest to me that you fell far short of 
the mark? 

A. I don't know what you mean. 

A Well, if that was your effort 
to tell his Honour Judge Vanek what you told this 
Commission yesterday, you fell far short of the 
mark? 

A. Ur. Vanek was aware of the 
gentamicin being given to Allana Miller. 

Q. Sure he was aware that Phyllis 
Trayner had testified to the fact that she gave 
gentamicin to Allana Miller. We are all aware of 
thats 

A. But I wasn't aware of it at 
the time. 

OF But where in there do you make 
reference to the fact that you saw it at a particular 
point in tine? 

A. He asked at one point if Phyllis 
Trayner gave gentamicin to Allana Miller, and then 
he goes on, that could be expected having regard to 


Susan Nelles' preoccupation with Cook and I answered 


eid? Sied vey 3228 ene sph. een eld lifer a3 
nz de Storie SS ten doy ,yettegesy h omy) 


N Dae 
ede 70 % GoW eee e GA ad 
„Aan ans o pave padsd ol okmetaee 5 
eee etaws exe ee 2 dl 


var ode sad 401 sts OF better bad wovevT a 
0 aal Lhe wee Ol? en cant Id d leg . 
eats 

28 n to wines o ne0ew tT) aoe ft 


mht oil? 
ofan Goy Ob etadd mt ee 20d 0 
abt © on ol whe er e Yad 0% 0d Gesa 
Sams at mes 
Fee e e ee e eee en 
„ Binimssnoy sog — 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, Gira 2699 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


yes. I answered yes to the fact that I had seen her 
give an antibiotic, whether it be gentamicin or not, 
and then "yes" to the fact that that would be 

within her realm of duties. | 

2 I see. And all of that was 
contained in your answer "yes"? 

A. That is what I answered. 

Q. So when you finished with 
that series of questions and answers you were 
satisfied in your mind that you made it known to 
everybody that at approximately midnight 

A. I didn't specify a time. 

Q. Just let me finish. 

At approximately midnight the night 
of the 20th you had seen Phyllis Trayner alone in 
Allana Miller's room administering some medication 
to the intravenous apparatus. Is that what you were 
satisfied of when you had given that answer? 

A. I had said "yes" to the fact 
it was within Phyllis Trayner's realm to do this, 
to give an antibiotic, whether it be gentamicin 
as he had said or whatever, that I had seen. 

O« Did you say I don't know if 
it was gentamicin? 


A. Naa n that, no. 
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Q. No. 
ne But I assumed it was an anti- 


biotic and gentamicin is an antibiotic. 

Q. Well, I am suggesting to you 
that you really weren't about at the preliminary 
hearing to apply your mind to this issue the way you 
did here yesterday. 

A. There was some issue made 
of it here yesterday. We went into it in much 
greater detail yesterday. 

Q. PETE! you had wanted to raise 
the issue then for the Court at a preliminary hearing 
that was the spot to do it I guess because you had 
fiadniminds 

A. I don't know what you mean 
by "issue". 

My feeling is an issue, it didn't 
seem like an issue to me. That was just noted that 
Phyllis Trayner had given her the gentamicin. It 
was not made out to be an issue. 

OF M right *het's lLookVat 
what information you may have given with respect 
to some of the other aspects of your evidence here. 

You told us yesterday with respect 


to the meeting at Liz Radojewski's house on March 
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25th, and I am referring to pages 2470 and 2471 that 
essentially there was a discussion at the meeting abou 
the death of Pacsai, the coroner's investigation 
and what could be expected? Right? 

MS. KITELY: Could the witness be 
given an opportunity to find the page, Mr. Hunt? 

MR. HUNT: Well, I don't propose 
to read it. If the witness can't remember what she 
said yesterday she could indicate that and then we 
wili'read®ie:x 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no, but 
she doesn't have to read it. She can answer that 
question, surely. That is not - she is not being 
asked the specific question. He was asking about 


the general conversation; isn't that right, at the 


moment ? 

MR. HUNT: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think she can 
answer that. 

MS. KITELY: ; My friend did offer 


those pages to her. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes? Asie right. 
MS. KITELY: She ought to be 


entitled to look at them without being asked the 
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question immediately she turns the page. 
THE COMMISSIONER: YecrmerAlLlgright. 


Well, it is a general question and you can answer 

ri 8 remember what the general question was, 
and I think it was whether there was some discussion 
about Kevin Pacsai and what else? 

N MR. HUNT: Q. Suggesting that the 
witness told us yesterday that essentially at this 
meeting there was a discussion about the death of 
Kevin Pacsai, the coroner's investigation, and what 
would be expected of. you? 

A. Tiatersoriant. 

Q. Allerignt. “And you didn’t 
volunteer that to Judge Vanek, did you? 

A. Noo, e eee 
Os You told Judge Vanek, and I 
am referring to the preliminary hearing, Volume 7, 
page 1621, and I will read it all if my friend wants, 
but I am going to summarize it and if my friend 
wants it read I will read it, but you told Judge 
Vanek that basically -- 

MS. CRONK: L621, 


THE COMMISSIONER: 1621 Yes, 


e eee 


MR. HUNT: Oj You, told his Honour 
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that basically what was discussed was the nurses’ 
feelings and you couldn't remember if there was 


any discussion about the babies that had died. 
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1 
8feb84 2 A. That died on that weekend. 
J 
DMrc 3 Q« Well, maybe we had better 


read the question then. About line 7: 
EO). Well, what was discussed at 
the meeting?" 
"A. Basically our feelings." 
22. Yess 
"a, ? Just the restrictions that were 
placed on us but . — was no reason 


given why." 


. No reason vas given?" 

RAs . And that it couldn't be 
discussed." 

ns ian 4Doyou srecall 


Susan Nelles saying anything at the 


meeting?" 
"A. Only she was upset as we were." 
ver Yes." 


"MR. COOPER: I am sorry, she was 
upset aS we were?" 


"MR. McGEE: She was as upset as we 


were." 
As What did Susan say?" 
8 She couldn't understand she 


wasn't to go in that Sunday night. Her 


n se mali ou a 
“epeitess 2 Wütes teen a | 
N 
1 i e 9 


teu deme eee eee edz cent 3 * 1A" 
Nn or Gew saedy oud nt om 8018 9 


„een Mev in ' 


"Casvip Ben nogews. <* 0 11 
Mülner 1h a 
tr 
* Jbecrwvoa td 
tienes: @py ot enn [fA - * 


os 36 enen daes en sass 
enen enn eee one «Ino A 


cow afte ,yasee @.i een . 2K" 

| “§oyaw OW De Taaqn 

a Jotqr a6 tev ehh eee . aM" 
gen 

en dae t saci a" 

ode Senteuniny 2! ables on aM 
zan ein baun sere A op oo) 4 gast 


2705 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Hunt) 


team really didm't know the real 


reason why and they were upset at 


D 

106 Did she say anything else?" 
"A. Nos" 

W Was there any discussion about 


any of the babies that had died?" 


Ais I don't remember." 
“05 You don't remember?" 
ll: Te Noa" 


That is fairly clear;wisnit it? 

A. Vestine is. 

Q. So you told us yesterday that 
the discussion centred around the death of Kevin 
Pacsai, who you would agree with me is one of the 
babies who died? 

A. The discussion had not centred 
around that. That is one of the things that was 
brought up. 

Q. I'm sorry, but yesterday you 
said at page 2470: 

"A. Essentially that there was a 

discussion about a Coroner's investiga- 

tion, an inquest. None of us had been 


involved with any kind of an inquest. 
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We had questions what was involved and 

what was expected of us." 

"Qi Did you know which child the 

inquest was to concern?" 

"AN The concern seemed to be about 

Kevin Pacsai." 

N. Nas that the first time that 

you had heard about a Coroner's 

investigation concerning Kevin Pacsai?" 

Mas Yes; it? Vas 

I am suggesting to you that you did 
not volunteer that information to Judge Vanek. 

A. Iran 

Q. You said vou didn't remember 
whether there was a discussion about any of the 
babies who had died. 

A. Thatiseright. 

ole I am suggesting to you that 
you were not trying to hard to remember what was 
discussed at that point in time when you were testi- 
fying at the preliminary hearing. 

A. When I was testifying at the 
preliminary hearing, the preliminary hearing was 
into four specific -- four deaths of four children 


and one of them was not Kevin Pacsai. 
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Q. You told us yesterday as well, 
and I am referring to page 2472 and following, that 
you believed at the meeting that there was concern 
expressed regarding the digoxin levels of Kevin 
Pacsai and that you learned from that meeting that 
it was elevated. Do you agree with that? 

A. ‘Correct. 

Q. And back at the preliminary 
hearing you were asked specifically by Mr. McGee, 
the Crown Attorney, at page 1621 and 1622, at the 
bottom: . wm. 

2 Was there any discussion about 

digoxin, the digoxin levels in the 

babies?" 

Ps No digoxin levels. We didn't 

know why exactly ee, were locking up 

the digoxin now." 

gs Yes." 

N. And we were just wondering 

the reason behind it." 

I suggest to you that you didn't 
volunteer the information about the concern over the 
digoxin levels to His Honour Judge Vanek when you 
testified there? 


AS Not about Kevin Pacsai, no. 
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Q. You were asked specifically 
whether there was any discussion about digoxin levels 
in the babies. 

A. I assumed he meant of the 
four children that the preliminary hearing was about. 

Ox I suggest to you again that 
you were not trying too hard to remember what 
transpired at the meeting when you were Giving your 
evidence at the preliminary hearing. 

A. I was trying to answer the 
questions as they would pertain to the four children 
that they were esti deed nok | 

Q. Now, you told us yesterday, 
and I am referring to page 2472: 

“AS There was a brief discussion 

She children 
Miller and Cook 

»» „that had died on the weekend..." 

A. Right. 

2. And as we have seen, you told 
His Honour at the preliminary hearing, at page 1621, 
that you couldn't remember if there was any discussion 
about the babies that had died. 

A. I couldn't remember that, but 


the concern was the changes that had been made were 
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made after those children had died. 
Qe You told us yesterday that 
it was either Liz Radojewski or Mary Costello, 
you couldn't be sure which, who had suggested that 
you keep notes. 
A. Thats right: 
Q. And at page 1622 you were 
asked a question by Mr. McGee at Line. Gi < 
2. Was there any discussion 
about any of the people getting legal 
assistance that you recall?" 
SPOS No. It was just suggested to 
us that we record what had happened 
those nights." 
“lay You record what had happened 


those nights?" 


Lah n 
"O's And who suggested that?" 
PAY. I don't remember." 


You didn't tell Judge Vanek that it 
was one of Miss Costello or Miss Radojewski who 
suggested it, did you? 

A. Well, I didn't know which one 
did specifically, ard he was asking for someone who 


had specifically told us. 
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Ow Well, I suggest to you that 
your attitude at the time of the preliminary hearing 
was that you would answer the questions but that you 
were not about to volunteer any more than what was 
specifically asked of you. 

A. I don't think that was my 
attitude, no. | 

Of Well, I am going to further 
suggest to you that after the preliminary hearing, 
after you had given your evidence at the preliminary 
5 your attitude changed from one of not 
volunteering 1 to the police to one of 
an open hostility towards the police. 

A. I was unhappy with the 
circumstances around the preliminary hearing, yes. 

Q. I didn't use the word 
"unhappy". I suggest to you that your attitude 
changed to one where you were openly hostile to the 
police. 

A. I don't think I was openly 
hostile, no. 

Q. Well, you told us yesterday 
that when you were contacted during the preliminary 
hearing, about a month after you had finished your 


evidence to the police, they asked you if you would 
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be interviewed by them with respect to other babies, 
and you said, no. 

A. ihac Tsyrignts 

2 And I think your answer at 
page 2505 through to 2507 was to the effect that 
you felt you had been at the preliminary hearing 
and that is what was under investigation and you 
were not really given any reason as to why you had 
to go over my charts. 

A. THat’s!right. 

Q. Well, I suggest to you that 
when the police officer called you in March of 1982 
and that it was on March 10, 1982, does that 
accord with your recollection as to APP Fee 
when it would have been? 

A. It could have been, yes. 

2. And that it was an Officer 
Hulcoup that phoned you. Does that strike a bell 
with you? 

A. Yes. 

O's And he told you he would like 
to interview you re other unexpected deaths on 
Wards 4A and 4B? 

As Right. 
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time you thought you had given your evidence and 
you had been interviewed several times and you were 
sick of it and there was no way you were going to 
talk to the police. Does that accord with your 
recollection? 

A. That is reasonable. 

Q. And he explained to you at 
that time that he was interviewing all the nurses 
to see what they could recall about the other deaths. 
Does that seem reasonable to you? 

A. I could have. 

Q. Well, I suggest to you that 
he gave you an explanation when he called, and that 
is, these are other deaths that we are looking into 
and they were seeking your help for it. 

AY I didn't understand why. My 
understanding was that there was an investigation of 
four children who had died on 4A/B._ 

OF Are you telling us that when 
the officer called you in March, what you thought he 
was saying to you was he wanted to go over the 
deaths, the four deaths that were the subject matter 
of the preliminary hearing? 

A. No, obviously not, buts that 


was in my mind under investigation. 
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Or And you were not about to 
get into anything else with the police at that point? 
A. Not aterthatk point, de 
2. Well then I think you said 
that eventually you looked at the charts sometime 
later in the summer, and I think your evidence is 
at page 2525 to 2529 that would be late in the summer 
Of 19820 visuthat rEgqhe2 
A. Right. 
Q. And you were asked by the 
Commissioner at page 2528: 
1 the change of heart?" 
Do: vou xecall that? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you said, at line 13: 
"THE WITNESS: By then the investiga- 
tion as to the number of children 
involved had broadened. I knew that 
they were investigating more children 
than the four that Susan was arrested 
on, and it was also arranged through 
the Hospital that I speak with the 
police as well." 
Now, does that accord with your 


recollection? 
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A. Yes, it does. 
1 So what you apparently became 

aware of by late August of 1982 was that the 
investigation had broadened and you knew they were 
investigating more children than the four deaths 
Susan was charged with? 

A. By then the preliminary hear- 
ing was over and it was a very open thing by the 
that 


media that, yes, they had broadened. it quite 
Well, I put ik de you 
police 


Qe 
you knew that back in March of 1982 when the 
phoned you and said they wanted your assistance,if 

you could give it,with respect to these other deaths 
they were investigating. 

A. But at the time I didn't 
understand how that affected the investigation of the 
four deaths. 

Q. And before you were prepared 
to give any help you wanted the police to account 


to you for what it was they were investigating and 


how they were doing it. 
A. I felt it was reasonable. 


On 
in the late summer of 1982? 


And so then you had a meeting, 
I believe it was August, yes. 


Tothinkeyoulsaid; 


A. 
Would August 27th sound about 
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right? 

A. That right. 

2 And you met with the police 
where, at the Hospital? 

A. . 

Q. And it was an Officer Pulford 
and an Officer Dick? 

A Sculd be, yes. 

Q. And did you give them all 
the help that you could at that meeting? 

A. No, E dome him 1 did. 

Q. . Tiethetotiicers «recall that 
you couldn't remember any of the babies.and that 
you were surly, sulky and nervous and your position 
was you couldn't help the police, would you disagree 
with that? 

A. I was given a number of charts 
to go over, I was taken away from the ward and there 
was no one to cover the children that I was looking 
after on the ward and I was upset at having to talk 
to the police. I think that is a normal reaction, 

I think. 

Q% So I take it from that answer 

you agree that if the officers recollect that at that 


meeting you couldn't remember any of the babies, you 
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were surly, sulky, nervous and your position was you 
couldn't help the police, you don't disagree with 
that? 

A. I can disagree with some of 
those words, yes. 

O Well, what, vou don't think 


you were surly? 


A. No. 

Q. Lou don*t*think™youw were 
sulky? 

A. ; No, I wasn't. 

2. 5 What about nervous? 

A. Nervous, yes. 

N. Your position certainly was 


you couldn't help the police? 

A. I had a number of charts placed 
before me and I didn't feel I had the actual time 
to go over all those charts in the period of time 
that I was expected to. There was, as I recall it, 
pressure, you know, to give an answer. 

MR. ROLAND: Mr. Commissioner, just 
so we can understand what Mr. Hunt is doing. He is 
talking now about the time after the preliminary 
and the police's own ongoing investigation. 


THE: ‘COMMISSIONER: "Yes. 
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MR. ROLAND: That in itself is not 
a subject matter of this Inquiry. If it connects 
in some fashion to the subject matter of this 
Inquiry, that will be useful to us, but in itself 
Lt isnt, 

g THE COMMISSIONER: We are not drawing 
as fine a line at this time as we once were because 
we are coming very close to the end of Phase I and 
I don't want to have to call Shes pee back. 
I thought that had been made clear somewhere along 
the line. : 

MS. CRONK: I don't think, sir, that 
that was Mr. Roland's point. The meeting with this 
witness that Mr. Hunt is referring to took place 
after the discharge -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, it is after 
the discharge itself. 

MS. CRONK: You will recall, sir, 
that during the examination in chief of this witness 
there were no questions asked about the meeting 
after that date. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I'm sorry. 

I missed the point of your objection, yes. 


MR. ROLAND: Tt. Mere Bune Can ter. us 


in some material way that this connects to the subjec 


matter of your Inquiry, that may be another matter. 


1 


ned e n eee sv Pa ie elk 
i, I seed 26 tnd ote od ele wav cokes! sae 8 
‘edt tscdantbe sassy flee. oo wed Gs) aw’ Ss Tack 1 


nne nume wars e need batt santa, onen + 


a eta 

Sits .7ie .talss -o* nek I> sod ee 
S282. atiw yotisee® aff’, ale 4’ Ginton «ih tow ous 
eos iq, e <2 made ek nn owt a <zahs bv 
* masse sd e 

22 4 a4 3 ines aur 
ee eden ads 


% Minne l wor ene E 


ses he in So dae a2 poicinimews sd ente saris 


aer ee, nit ltenap ce stay 8182 
enn ln 

res 9 . aer tiert r 
e eee r ip leg Gag bees in 4 


tles ne Aru eam 2: eee 4h 


emt ce neee, eid 3604. yew , n ms 
5840 * * $683 Wet e e ede 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE s co. ro. Bell, cr.ex. 2718 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it mignt 
connect in that -- no, the earlier part that was 
obviously relevant. 

MR. ROLAND: Yes, but I'm just dealing 
with this latest interview and this line of questioning 
of Mr. Hunt's that seems to me to be beyond your 
mandate. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What do you have to 
Saynto that? 

MR. HUN? Well,” sir, it is apparent 
that from the point of view of the Police and the 
Crown Attorneys' evidence given to you yesterday with 
respect to this witness having seen Phyllis Trayner 
administering a medication to Allana Miller's IV 
apparatus at approximately midnight before she died 
is most relevant. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HUNT: And the fact that that was 
not conveyed to the Police at an early stage or to the 
Crown Attorneys' at an early stage or even at the 
preliminary hearing is most relevant. This witness' 
entire attitude towards the police investigation in 
my submission is relevant to you in assessing the 
Significance of the fact that that piece of infor- 


mation was not advanced at a point in time considerably 
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earlier than yesterday in this courtroom and it is 
for that purpose that I am exploring with this witness 
her entire attitude towards the police investigation 
up until presumably yesterday in this courtroom when 
for the first time she gave evidence that she had 
never given before. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I would 
certainly think thatwhatever she did or did not say 
at any time is relevant but I think that Mr. Roland's 
point is that we now seem to be discussing what her 
attitude was to the police at this time after the 
close of the investigation that I am investigating, if 
you like. 

MR. ROLAND: Mr. Commissioner, what 
Mr. Hunt says troubles me very much because he intends 
presumably through this 3 and I guess with 
others to explore their attitude to the investigations 
up until the time they give evidence here and that 
seems to me it is going to draw the exercise out 
extraordinarily and people's attitudes change. It 
seems to me that what may be relevant is her attitude 
up to the time that Susan Nelles was discharged but 
beyond that it is irrelevant to this exercise. As 
you say, she has given her evidence that she didn't 


tell the police up until yesterday and that's a factual 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Hunt) 


Matter that is before you and Mr. Hunt now seems to 
be trying to gild the lily with a whole lot of 
evidence that is irrelevant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm sorry, 
Mr. Young St oe up a little while ago and he got tired 
standing. 

MR. YOUNG: That's true. I support 
my friend Mr. Hunt and I should tell you that we fully 
intend to delve into this area. The reasons that we 
would do so are twofold, Mr. Commissioner. The first 
is that it relates to something that happened within 
the realm of the second phase of this investigation 
and that is that request made on March 10th. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, all that 
is obviously relevant, yes. 

MR. YOUNG: And the second is, as 
Mr. Hunt explained, this witness' attitude from start 
to finish which affected the police investigation and 
the credibility that perhaps you should attach to 
some pieces of this witness’ evidence. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Yes, all right 
now, Mr. Brown? 

MR. BROWN: Well, in some ways I support 
and in some ways I disagree with Mr. Hunt. 


In terms of the specific questions he's 
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asking about attitude, I see some weight in Mr. 
Roland's submission. However, with respect to facts 
which were not asked of this witness prior to the 
arrest and prior to the discharge have suddenly 
popped into the mind of the police later. I submit 
that that is relevant to Phase 2 and we certainly 
intend to pursue that area of questioning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, before you 
go any further I'm going to allow the questions to 
continue and for none of the reasons that have been 
advanced so far, mainly because I think that any 
questions relating to this witness' dealings with 
the police may be relevant either to the first or 
to the second issue but I want you to bear in mind 
that Mr. Roland is certainly right that I have no 
mandate to investigate what took place after the 
discharge of Susan Nelles. 

MR; HUND:* Yes; tragree: 

THE COMMISSIONER: So, I don't want you 
to concentrate on it, I just want you to make whatever 
point you can make and then we will go back to where 
we belong. 

MR. HUNT: Thank you, sir. I just want 
this evidence to be taken with you along with the 


evidence of what transpired directly during the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, SFP. SX. 2722 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 


period under consideration. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HUNT: Q. Well now, the police 
didn't give up in their efforts to speak to you 2 
August 27th ef 1982, did they? 

A. No, they didn't. 

0. And from time to Hive they 
requested that you meet with them to discuss matters 
with respect to other children? 

A. Mats seright. 

Q And. T think you did meet with 
them on Tuesday the 16th of November of 1982 at your 
home, did you not? 

A. Yes, TL did, 

Q. And that was for a total period 
of about. a halt an, hour, wasn’ tit? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

Q. And they sought to speak to you 
again following that at the Hospital in January of 
1983, did they not? N 

A. Yes. 

Q. And an appointment was arranged 
for you to meet with them on January 10th? 

A. There wasn't - at the time there 


wasn't a set appointment arranged as far as I knew. 
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Q. Well, would it surprise you to 
know that the police expected that you were coming in 


at 7 o'clock in the evening to speak to them? 


A. No, because they had come up to 
the ward. 

Q. Did you go? 

A. No, I couldn't go. 

0. Did you call them to tell them 


you wouldn't be there? 

A. I had just gotten there some time 
between 7 and 7:15 and I was just in the process of 
getting report on che children. I was in a constant 
care room and they had come up to the ward and as far 
as I knew a note had been left to me saying, if you 
can meet with them please call them. So, I didn't 
really have time to call them, no. 

0. So, I guess if the note had said 
if you can't meet with them call them and you probably 
would have called them? 

A. It was to arrange a time. 

Q. So, in any event, they came up 


to speak to you at the ward? 


A. ar 
Q. is thateright: 
A. Yes. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Hunt) 
Q. And your position to them at that 


point was that you were going to be too busy until 
after midnight to speak to them? 

A. That. Se eee 

Q. And they offered to come back 
after midnight did they not to speak to you? 

A. I don't believe they did. 

0. Well, if their recollection is 
that they were prepared to wait until midnight in 
order to speak to you and that they conveyed this to 
you are you prepared to disagree with that? 

A. No. 

Q. In any event, the upshot of that 
was that they left with you a list of names of babies 
and a series of questions with respect to those 
babies, is that right? 

A. Thats, ragne. 

Q. And you were going to answer 
those questions and return it to them in a week? 

A. A week to ten days, yes. 

Q. So, this was going to he sort of 
written answers? 

A. Yes, it was. 

Q. So, by this point in time they 


were trying to get answers from you by correspondence 


I take it? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt ) 
A. Yes. 
Q. And then finally they arranged 


to speak to you I think on the 19th of January of 1983? 


A. I guess so, yes. 

0. And this took place at the 
Hospital? 

A. At my home. 

0. At your home. And they wanted 


to discuss with you the babies that were on the list 
and the questions that they had with respect to their 
deaths? : 

A. ‘That's ige 

And would it be fair to say 
that in the main you told the police on that occasion 
that with respect to the majority of those babies 
that you simply didn't remember anything? 

A. i didn*t have the charts: there: 

Q. Well, are you suggesting that 
the police didn it lotfer you, che opportunity to look 
at the charts? 

A. They had offered it afterwards, 
yes. 

Q. And you didn't want to look at 
the charts, did you? 


A. I said I would go over the charts 
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of the 4B children. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, I missed 
They had offered to go 


that? 
THE WITNESS: 
over the charts later on and I had offered to go over 


the 4B charts because those are the ones that I would 


be more familiar with since three years had passed, 
Plus, I also offered to go over 


almost three years. 

that previous thing. 

MRIG@HUNT o im sorry? 
I had also offered to go over 


A. 
some testimony and perhaps that could refresh my 


memory a bit as well. 
Well, would you disagree with 


N 0. 
the police if they suggested that with respect to 


many of the babies you wouldn't even listen to their 
statement of facts or their statement of facts about 


the shifts you were on before you told them that you 


didn't know anything about it? 
I didn't feel that telling me 
I f@lt*it would 


A. 
what time I was on would have helped, 


have helped to go over the charts. 
2 Well, I suggest to you as well 
that you didn't agree to look at any of the charts 


the first time they extended that opportunity to you? 
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you that it is obvious that you are trying to be more 
helpful here at this Commission than you have been 

in your dealings with the police and in your 
testimony at the preliminary hearing. Would you 


agree with me? 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
K. 10 
1 
2 A. That's right. 
3 Q. So, it was later you finally 
4 agreed to look at some of the charts? 
5 A. ar ian. 
5 Q. Did you do that? 
A. After this? 
7 
Q. Yes. 
8 : 
A. No, T didn't. 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, you said 
10 you agreed to look at the charts but then you didn't 
11 look at the charts? 7 
12 THE WITNESS: They said they would 
contact me. 
13 
THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, I see. 
14 
THE WITNESS: I was waiting for their 
15 
contact. 
16 MR. HUNT: Q And they never got back 
17 to you? 
18 A. No. 
Q. Well, Mrs. Bell, I suggest to 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt ) 
A. NOL ean. te 
Q. Would you agree with me that you 


have certainly given us at this Commission much more 
information than you ever gave to the police or that 
you ever gave in your evidence at the preliminary 
hearing? 

A. Yes, but I have had an oppor tun t 
to go over the charts. 

0. No question, you have now --- 

A. And I have had an opportunity to 
discuss things as wel I. 

0. vou now have a counsel to assist 
you. 

A. I think the main thing is that 
I have had an opportunity to go over the charts and 
been able to really sit down and read the charts and 


think about the events. 


. Right. Well, you have taken 
the time. 

A. I have now. 

Q. To do that kind of preparation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you have had the assistance 


of counsel to help you go through and look at the 


important features? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt ) 
A. More or less, I suppose. 
0. And you have had the assistance 


of counsel in giving your evidence, and I don't sugges 
anything inappropriate, I suggest in helping you to 
get your evidence across in the most effective way? 

A. That. cer tone. 

0. So, the net effect is that in 
the last three days insofar as the evidence you have 
given to this Commission is concerned it comes afte 
much more ehoughe and effort on ie part in order 
to best recall the events that occurred from July of 


'80 to March of 81? 


A. More work has gone into this. 
Q. All right. 
A. But since then too there has 


been some discussion of things and that could bring 
something to mind as well. 
0. Sure, I don't disagree with that. 
Would this be a convenient time, sir? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, 


URED 2s50. 


--- Luncheon recess. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
cr.ex,.. (Hunt) 


. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Miss Forster? 

MS. FORSTER: I reviewed this 
witness' statement with respect to Allana Miller over 
the lunch hour, and I have no difficulty with -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Have we 
got copies available, Miss Cronk? | 

MS. CRONK: Copies are being made, 
sir, and they are being brought sane 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. 
That solves that problem. 

Yes, as. Knazan? 

MR. KNAZAN: Mr. Hunt has permitted 
me to interrupt his cross-examination. 

I have a question for you which you 
need not answer. It is somewhat of importance to 
me. I am asking to clarify something in your judg- 
ment of several months ago in view of the evidence 
that has emerged and the decision of the Divisional 
Court. You gave your judgment on the question of 
naming names, and you said, "Where the evidence 
justifies it I intend to identify the administrator. 

As I consider my client's position 
as to the Divisional Court's decision, I would like to 


know if you are able to tell me whether you were 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Bell 


Crees (HUTT) 


contemplating in your report making a finding such 
as, "I find that the deaths were caused by an over- 
dose of digoxin. I am unable to identify the 
administrator, that the only two persons who were 
on for all five deaths were as follows", and name 
them. 3 

I think you can see the concern I have. 
I am not sure if you are interested in helping me. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, I am 
not going to answer the question now, but I am going 
to answer it probably after a while and you may find 
the answer satisfactory. That is about as mysterious 
as I can be. 

MR. KNAZAN: Fine. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

Yes; Mr. Hunt. 

MR. HUNT: Or Now, Mrs. Bell, I 
wanted to go back to something that we discussed 
before the lunch recess. You will recall that I was 
taking you through some of the evidence that you gave 
here yesterday, and I was comparing it to some of 
the evidence that you gave before His Honour Judge 
Vanek at the preliminary hearing. 

A. n 


Q. And in particular I was 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE A CO. LTD. Bell 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Hunt) 


referring you to some evidence concerning what was 
discussed at the meeting at Liz Radojewski's house 
on March 23rd, and I was referring to page 2470 of 
Volume 99, which I summarized I think as follows: 
I said that there you told us that essentially 
there was a discussion about the death of Pacsai 
and the Coroner's investigation and what would be 
expected, and I believe you agreed with that as a 
fair summary of what you said. | 
Then I drew your attention to the 

preliminary hearing, Volume 7, page 1621, where I 
put to you that you Raabe told that to Judge 
Vanek and when asked the question, was there any 
discussion about any of the babies that had died, 
your answer was, "I don't remember." 

Do you recall that exchange? 

A. Yes. 

2. And then you vent on to 
11 and I confess that I missed it at the time, 
you went on to indicate that at the time you 
testified at the preliminary hearing, when you 
didn't raise the fact that Kevin Pacsai had been 
discussed at Radojewski's house -- 

A. Right. 


On -- you had been directing your 
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mind to specific charges that were being considered 
at the preliminary hearing. 

A. ihn 

Q. You went on to say that your 
explanation for not raising Pacsai was that Pacsai 
wasn't one of those. 

iy Wasn't the one that I was 
involved in when I was directly on the ward. 

QO. Well, you are not suggesting 
that Pacsai wasn't one of the children into whom 
the preliminary hearing was considering whose death? 


A It wasn't one of the ones that 


I was there for. It was -- the preliminary hearing 
was for that. 
Ors You knew when you went to 


the preliminary hearing one of the charges related 
to Kevin Pacsai? 

A. Yes. 

On Sov it ian surprise you 
to find that the questioning related to Kevin Pacsai 
as well as to others? 

rae Right. 

Q. Sovit wasn t a case: that .at 
the preliminary hearing Kevin Pacsai was not one of 


the deaths that was something that was of concern 
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to everybody there? 

A. Well, obviously it was a 
concern to everyone there, but I couldn't give 
firsthand evidence because I was not present when 
he had died. And what I heard was just at Liz' 
house. 

Or Now we have heard from Nurse 
Carol Browne that there was as between Susan 
Nelles and Phyllis Trayner a conflict that involved 
problems trusting one another, delegating authority 


and respecting the other person's role on the ward. 


A. Right. 
2. Now are you aware of that? 
A. I am aware of the disagreement 


between Phyllis and Susan. 

QO. Nurse Browne indicated that 
this seemed to arise shortly after they both became 
members of the same team and continued on from that 
point in time. 

A. Yes, I believe it had. 

Q. And do you agree with her 
characterization as to the nature of the conflict 
that was involved there? 

A. I'm sorry, you would have 
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OF Problem in 1 one 
another, delegating authority and respecting each 
Other's roles. 

A. They had different styles of 
nursing and I guess those would come into play, yes. 

2. All right. And Nurse Costello 
told us as well that part of the problem between the 
two was that while Phyllis was the team leader 
Susan felt that she was equally capable of being 
team leader. | 

A. Well, they both were capable 
of being team leaders. n was the team leader. 

On Allswvignt.e,Southat aseiar as 
you were aware was the source of some conflict between 
them? 

A. I think I was under the 
impression it was more a difference of opinion on 
a number of situations. I don't know if exactly 
that was the problem, no, I don't. 

8 Well inasmuch as they were 
both capable of fulfilling the responsibilities of 
a team leader -- 

A. Rught. 

oF -- and Susan felt she was 


capable of that even though she wasn't a team leader, 
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was there some sort of a power struggle that went 
on between the two from time to time that gave rise 
to this feeling of conflict? 

A. iL dori don eit had 
directly to do with a team leader. There was a 
difference of opinion in certain situations that 
would arise, but I don't know if it went back to 
Sue's -- what I think you are saying is Sue's desire 
to be a team leader? | 

Q. I am not suggesting that 
every time there was a conflict it necessarily had 
Dteserosterm that 1 suggesting to you as between 
the two there was a friction that seemed to come 
down to a power struggle between the two of them 
and an inability to separate their various roles. 

A. Again it comes down to a 
difference of opinion, a difference of nursing 
perspective. Different nurses will have different 
perspectives. I don't think it was a power struggle. 
Phyllis was the team leader. She was a team leader 
because she had been there on the cardiology ward 
longer than Susan. I think Susan realized that. 

On Well, as between the two 
was one regarded as the more capable nurse on the 


ward? 
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A. I think they were both 
capable. 

Q. All right. Was one regarded 
as being a more dominant force on the ward than the 
other one? 

Ae I don't know what you mean 


by "dominant force". 


QO. Well, Miss Costello I think 
indicated to us that the difference between them 
lay in the fact that Phyllis esas a lot of reassur- 
ance about situations and Susan assessed the situation 
herself and acted ite order to do what was necessary. 

I am suggesting -- first of all, 
do you agree with that assessment of Miss Costello? 

A. I feel that Phyllis even 
though she would seek reassurance would still get 
her job done. I don't think she would seek reassur- 


ance for anything before. Like it would never 


Q. I am not suggesting that. I 
am just saying do you agree with Miss Costello's 
characterization of the difference between the 
approach that each one takes? 

A. One was more verbal than the 


interfere with her doing her job. 
other. 
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Or All right. And what I am 
asking you is, did Susan Nelles emerge as a more 
dominant force by virtue of the fact that she 


assessed situations and acted without seeking 


reassurance from various sources before she did? 
A. I can't place it as being 
a dominant role; I'm sorry. 


Q. All right. 


Was the fact that Phyllis Trayner 
was the team leader, was that an indication that she 
was held in any higher regard than Susan Nelles in 
terms of her Ruka ca 

A She had added responsibilities, 
yes. 


Q. Yes, but did it necessarily 


reflect the fact that she was actually held in higher 
regard by the people on the ward? 

A. She was regarded as a person 
of added responsibilities. Because she had been 
there a bit longer as well she would have a bit more 
experience in the field of cardiology, so if you 
want to regard her higher for that, you would. 

Os Well, was that the case that 
she was necessarily held in higher regard simply 


because she was the team leader? 
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A. No, Tadohlnt think Ftedads 

2. All right. Now do you know 
whether or not the fact that Susan Nelles was held 
in high regard and viewed herself as someone who 
could carry out the duties as a team leader, did 


this make Phyllis Trayner's job more difficult work- | 


ing with someone like that? 

A. I done knoweifett «did. yyit 
would lead to more discussion and perhaps more 
learning. 

ae Well, more discussion and 
perhaps more 1 take it the discussion may 
well have been generated by conflicts caused by 
these two different approaches? | 

A. Disagreement in nursing 
approaches, yes. 


Ove Now we have heard as well that 


over the course of the summer and the fall there was 


a stress building up in terms of the nurses on the 
two teams to the point where by late summer and 
the fall there was a question of, psychiatric counsel- 


ling being raised and discussed. 


A. Thats is right 

Oe Were you aware of that? 

A. Yes. I Am 

Os And when was the first time 
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- 
AA 1 2 that that became an issue that was being discussed 
3 as far as you can recall? 
4 A. I believe sometime in | 
5 August. I San k pinpornt a date. 
6 Q. Was it a subject of a general 
meeting at that point in time? 
: A. There was some discuss ion 
8 to it - I don't know if it was discussed specifically 
9 at a meeting. I am not sure. | 
10 2. You don’t apse whether it was 
11 formal or informal discussion that took place late 
12 in the summer? 5 
13 A. No. | 
Cz Well, at some point in time 
fe did it become the subject of formal discussion? 
5 A. I believe it did, yes. 
16 Q. Do you recall when that was? 
17 A. NOG Laon. 
18 Ov Were you, yourself, involved 
19 in the discussions that took place with respect to 
20 the possibility of psychiatric counselling for the 
nurses? 
21 
A. I believe I participated, yes. 
7 OF Was ele something that was 
23 discussed not only with the members of your own team 
24 
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1 
AA12 2 but also with members of Phyllis waynes! sateen? 
3 A. It was discussed amongst all 
4 of us, yes. | 
5 OF And in your experience is that | 
9 something that happens often? | 
A. I'm sorry, the discussion 8 
j getting a psychiatrist? 
é Q. Yes. 
9 A. I was aware that in the 
10 Intensive Care Unit they had a e that 
11 would help the nurses cope with the stress level in 
12 the Intensive Care oat and I thought if they could 
13 have some assistance in e with their stress, 
I felt we were very stressed, perhaps we could get 
“ the same kind of assistance. 
15 Q. I take it you had never been 
16 involved in a situation before personally where 
17 because of some stress the need for general 
18 psychiatric counselling for nursing teams was a 
19 cussed? 
A. That is right 
20 
2. So to that extent this vas 
0 something unusual for you to be experiencing? 
22 
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A. It seemed natural to seek 
assistance, if I was feeling stressed it would seem 
natural to go to a psychiatrist. 

Q. Pram mot. criticizing! thetiact 
that it was discussed, or suggested, or whether or 
not it might seem natural. I am just suggesting to 
you that it was an unusual situation as far as you 
were concerned, that this matter had to be even 
discussed amongst nursing teams? | 

| A. Yes. 

Q. Now at about the same time that 
this was happening yee discussion about 
splitting up the Trayner team? 

A. I believe it was a discussion 
about splitting up the teams of that rotation. 

0. I take it if the Trayner team 
was split up it was going to require one or more 
members of another team to be assigned to that team 
in order to change them around? 

A. No. Well, that would happen, 
but when they were talking of splitting up the teams 
it was not just Phyllis te ite team, I assumed it 
was my team as well because we worked parallel, the 
stress was on my team as well as on Phyllis' team, 


whether the arrests were on 4A or whether they were 


on 4B. 
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Q. You say you assumed it was your 
team as well. Do I take it from that that the focus 
of whatever discussion there was at that point in 
time was with respect to Phyllis Trayner's team, but 
that you felt of necessity your team may have to be 
split up as well? 

A. Well, the 388888 was on our team 
as well because we were present during the increased 
number of arrests and deaths. | 

Q. Well, you were present, but up 
to that point in the fall, am I not correct that the 
deaths were occurring Prin E in the presence of 
Phyllis Trayner's team; in other words, children 
they were responsible for? 

A. They were directly responsible 
but we still had to participate and the stress was 
felt by my team as well as Phyllis' team, we didn't 
see the differentiation there. 

0. There was in any event no 
breaking up of the teams at that point? 

A. That's raght. 

0. I take it there was resistance 
to the teams being broken up? 

A. There was. 


Q. And that resistance came from 


whom? 
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BB. 3 
A. Fromcalileor ws. 
0. And are you aware as to whether 


or not there was any concern on the part of other 
people.not on Phyllis Trayner's team,to the point 
that they didn't want to be part of her team? 

A. I believe it was that they 
didn't want to be on this rotation, not that they 
didn't want to be on Phyllis Trayner's team . 

Q. What do you mean on this 
rotation? | 

A. On the rotation that my team and 
Phyllis' team was n worked the same times. 

Q. What I am having trouble with 
though is how it was proposed to break these teams up 
so that the people were not on that rotation. I mean, 
at some point in time the people were going to have to 
work the night shift? 

A. That ser ohne. 

Q. And at other points in time they 
would work the day shift, or off? 

A. Right. 

Q. So really there was no change 
in the hours that the people would work over a long 
period of time, wasn't it just a change in the 


personnel you would be working with? 
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A. In changing the team you would 
change the personnel, but again it is still that 
rotation, it just seemed to be at those times, it 
wasn't a differentiation between teams. 

Q. Well, you see my problem though? 

A. II think that is why che teams 
were not split up because it didn't make Sense to 
Split.) up. 

Q. Tt didn’t" make’ sense e spire’ it 
up in what sense? 

A. In what you are saying right now. 

Q. BSS the people once they 
became members of other teams were going to have to 
work the same hours? 

A. That’ right 

Q. Over a period of time in any even 
So the real concern didn't have to do, I am suggesting 
to you, with the fact that people were going to have 
to work some night shifts and some day shifts and 
then be off some times, the real concern was that 
some particular group was thought to be jinxed in 
some sort of a way that made it unappealing for any- 
body to be associated with them? 

A. And the group that you are 


referring to is both 4A/B, it wasn't particularly her 


group. 
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Q. Notwithstanding that up to that 
point in time it was her group that had the main 
responsibility for the patients by and large that 
were dying? 

A. They were dying, but 4B was 
involved as well and it is not - I don't think you 
would want to wish yourself into the situation where 
the stress is that high. 

0. Well can we bake it that there 
was really no concern at this point in time about the 
members of the Trayner team not being careful and 
cautious, nurses who ould adequately and safely 
deliver care to the patients? 

A. No, there was no concern. 

Q. Because if there had been any 
concern about that issue, I take it there would have 
been some changes made to the personnel involved? 

A. Yes. 

0. So as of the time when this was 
being discussed, which is as I understand it is in the 
Prati? 

A. I believe so. 

Q. The Trayner team as far as 
everyone is concerned was apprised of a group that 


was not prone to making a lot of medication errors? 
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A. 
Q. 
Sloppy or careless fashion? 


A. No. 
Now, would you describe Phyllis 


0. 
Trayner as the sort of person who liked attention? 


No. 
Or conducting themselves in a 


I think in the situation she 


A. 


needed reassurance. 
My question though was, was she 


Q. 
the type of person who - I am talking about the way 
she carried on on the ward, liked attention? 

I don't - I can't quite agree 


A. 
I think she sought a lot of 


with that statement. 
she was more vocal than other people, yes. 


reassurance, 
Q. She was vocal in the sense that 
she would talk about problems she had with anybody 


who would listen? 
She would take them to 


A. 
particular people that she thought it could affect 


or could help her with the situation. 
Well, Miss Costello used the 


. 
phrase "she fussed openly", would you agree with that? 
That is Mary Costello's words, 


A. 
My question to you is, do you 


not mine. 
Q. 
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agree with that? 


A. ceaon te 

0. You don't agree with that? 

A. No. 

Q. And she indicated that Phyllis 


Trayner worried out loud about the cause of arrests 
to anyone who would listen; do you agree with that? 

A. She would concern herself and 
she would direct herself to people that had a concern, 
had the same types of concern as she did, like 
cardiologists on nurse clinicians. 

Q. fee Costello also said she 
wasn't the sort of person who was easily consoled by 
the cardiologists about the deaths or the cause of 
deaths; do you agree with that? 

A. She would seek reassurance, yes. 

0. Well whether or not she liked 
attention, would I be correct that she got a lot of 
attention as a result of her behaviour? 

A. Yes, she did. 

Q. And did she get attention to the 
point where other nurses became concerned about the 
amount of attention that Mrs. Trayner was getting? 

A. I don't think it was a concern 


over the attention that Mrs. Trayner was getting, I 
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think it was the lack of attention that everyone else 
was getting, that we felt stress too and we needed 
some attention as well. 

0. In view of the amount of attention 


that she was getting there was less for the others? 


A. Yes. 

Q. And they were concerned about 
that? 

A. Yes. 

0. Ms. Costello advised us of an 


incident where she had heard Dr. Freedom assuring 
Phyllis Trayner that 5 death vas not her 
fault; and that later she heard from another nurse 
that Phyllis had been saying that Dr. Freedom was 
blaming her for the death. Now, did you hear about 
that incident? 

A. I heard of the incident where 
Phyllis was going up to Dr. Freedom, where they were 
discussing a patient's death, and she had approached 
him a number of times and Dr. Freedom was quite 
verbal in expressing his feelings that it wasn't 
nurses at fault, so I don't know that he blamed 
Phyllis, T den d knen hat 

2. I am sorry, you will have to 


repeat that; he was quite vocal in expressing his 
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Opinion that what? 

A. That the nursing care was very 
good during the arrests and during the resuscitations 
but I don't recall him saying, placing any blame with 
Phy ltrs; no. 

Q. Do you recall the incident that 
I am referring to that Ms. Costello related where after 
such assurance Phyllis Trayner was suggesting that 


Dr. Freedom had blamed her for the death? 


A. NOPE. cont. 

Q. You-had never heard or that? 

A. No. 

Q. Well certain of Phyllis Trayner's 


behaviour upset you, didn't it? 
A. PEerarda: 
Q. To the point where in October 
of 1980 I believe you went to Ms. Costello about that? 
A. TWdady cron. 
0. And you were quite upset, I think, 
in Ms. Costello's words, about what was happening? 
7 Yes, I was. 
0. And she indicated to us it had 
to do with the fact that you felt that Phyllis was 
taking control of these resuscitation attempts even 


in cases where it normally would have been your 
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responsibility to be in control, and that the team 
was feeling that now in some way they were being 
dominated by her? 

A. We felt that she didn't take 
enough time to assess the situation, that she would 
do that either side. 

Q. By either side you mean in 
connection with babies that were under the care of 4A, 
on Ward 4A, and also with respect to babies on Ward 4B? 

A. Yes: 

Q. And what was it in particular 
then that you felt wae not appropriate and that 
caused you such concern? 

A. Well, the time that she took to 
assess we felt was inappropriate, because again she 
was more vocal and we were not getting the support that 
we needed. 

Q. So you felt on certain occasions 
that had it been left to you, where the responsibility 
appropriately lay, that you might have made different 
decisions? 

A. I had made it known to Mary 
that Phyllis would go in and not assess the situation 
correct, you know, not take enough time to assess the 


situation. But essentially the decisions I would make 
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them if they concerned oe children on my ward 
because I knew more about them. 

0. You felt that was something that 
you should be the one responsible for? 

A. Well, I was responsible for it. 

Q. Except in the cases where Phyllis 
was taking over and making these assessments? 

A, She would take over but 
essentially the responsibility is there with me, and 
then I would have the decision. 

Q. So you felt you should be the 
5 vou had the 5 you should be the one 
inucontro lL? 

A. Les. 

Q. I take it these Code 25's,that 
these are called in fairly extreme circumstances; in 
other words it is a last resort measure? 

A. Nell, it is when a child stops 


breathing or its heart stops, gchat is extreme. 


0. That is las resori,iasnit 2te 

A. Well you want to bring the child 
back. 

Q. I am not arguing with you, I 


think it's a great idea. 
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1 
, 
CC/BM/ak But you have a progressive or a child 


| deteriorating goes through stages I take it as they 


deteriorate? 
. Not necessarily. 
| Q. Well, it may go through stages? 
. It might. 
Q. Myupointfisziit isdnot spre 


priate to call a Code 25 merely because a child's 
condition starts to deteriorate? 

A. That's right. 

2. Right. It is reserved for 
cases where that ELC ae has gotten to the point 
where it is a last resort measure. 

A. Or fairly close to. 

Q. All right, or fairly close to. 
The issue here as I understand it from what you say 
is that children whose condition was deteriorating -- 

Ast Right. 

©. -- were being categorized 
by Mrs. Trayner as Code 25 prior to a point in time 
when you might have felt that would have been the 
appropriate response to the situation. 

A. What you would need to do in 
a situation like that is again go in and assess the 


situation. It only takes 5 to 10 seconds to assess 
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it, like, listening to the heart rate a bit longer 


Or something like that. 


QO. And that time wasn't being 
taken? 

A. At the beginning, no. 

22 So that essentially what you 


had was a 1 in serious difficulty and in those 
cases that caused you concern a Code 25 was being 
immediately called and Phyllis Trayner was in effect 
taking over the situation at that point in time. 

A. She would call a Code 25 but 
there is a small 1 8 5 of time before others get 


there, so, you are still at the bedside. 


O¢ Right. The Code 25 has already 
been called? 

A. Right. 

©. In any event, you didn't 


consider that that was appropriate procedure? 

A. I felt more time needed to 
be assessment time. 

2. Did you consider speaking to 
her yourself about that, or did you? 

A. I had considered it. 

. Did you? 


A. No, Pain 


oy sede ene da. aie a 


eet at ban tust ue ni Sens 8 bine bed 
beled ony th Sed 4 asses t weste tA Se 
06 d t n. eker tes N Stier Shas 
nn as 24roy ae 2h te a. A pat An 

aud et e 2 ies Ble sae 4 
SOY eee eee anne to einen nne & at ne 
bees Gis Oa lin ope ucy .oe en,; 

Waste abu en gies aff een 8 


In Ased 

fn * 

lt eit nnen Yin at 0 
Tedsbenrig s¥eiygoeqGe Gey yruly e lee 

oo: babecd 813 etom Jie ¢ A 


„li Stramesaseas ac 


“OF wee sebiecs> omy bic 9 
‘Segoe bib wm, COA? ede ese ted 

7 „ hetebsenve bed | oh 

ee de bad iQ 

Aig eh SOARS L e 4 


ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 2755 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 4 


(Hunt) 
1 
Ce3 2 2. and it vas in late October I 
3 take it that you raised that with Mrs. Costello? 
4 iN I had. 
5 Qi So, this is something that 
6 had been going on through July, August, September 
7 and whatever part of October up until the point when 
9 you . Lt 2 | 
A. I had raised that point but 
it hadn't gone on all that long, no. 
10 83 Aly bigcht, Fim serry, what 
11 did you mean it hadn't gone on all that long? I am 
12 suggesting this is a problem that developed from 
13 the point in time in July when you started having 
14 this tremendous increase in the number of resuscitatio 
| 15 attempts that were occurring? 
A. Right. 
16 
oe And up to the point when you 
| 17 finally were so upset vou told Mrs. Costello in 
October? 
A. Right. 
Q. Now, you knew that there was 


a significant increase in the number of deaths that 
were occurring? 
A. Yes, Lndid. 


On And you knew that the increase 
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1 
5 

n in the number of deaths vas primarily during the 
1 nighttime hours? 
4 K Lea 
5 eh. And you knew that primarily 
6 it was in the presence of Phyllis Trayner's team or 
7 at least babies that were under the care of Phyllis 
8 Trayner's team? 
9 AS Again, they occurred on night 


when I was working. 

Ors All right. Can you be more 
specific? Primarily. it was with respect to babies 
that were under the care of Phyllis Trayner's team. 
You may well have gotten involved because you were 
there but the babies were, I am suggesting, primarily 
under the care of that team? 

AR. They were on 4A. 

2 5 Well, last week with the help 
of Mrs. Costello we went through the WIN sheets to 
determine the number of nights that we were looking 
at over the nine-month period when these deaths 
occurred and with respect to Phyllis Trayner it was 
determined that during the entire period she worked 
a total of 52 nights and over the course of those 
52 nights 28 of the babies that we are enquiring 


into here died. Now, does that figure surprise you? 
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A. No, it doesn't. 
You find that 28 deaths over 


Q. 
the course of 52 nights in a nine-month period is 


in accord with your assessment of how serious the 


a serious situation, 


Situation was at the time? 
A. It was 
the direct numbers, 


Even if you don't know 
the increasing arrests 


yes. 

just being there and knowing 
and the number of deaths you couldn!t help but 

Well, that is at à xate ef 


notice: 
Q. ; 

almost one every other night, am I correct? 
A. Lig Vous say viteds,. Okave 

28 in 52. I guess my question 


Q. 
did you have any idea at the time that 


tO) YOu. 2 S, 
the deaths were occurring at that degree of 
frequency? 

A. I don't know if it seemed like 
every other night but certainly I was 


it was one 
there was an increase in the numbers. 
It wasn't every 


aware that 
THE COMMISSIONER: 
other night, it was one every other night that 


Phyllis Trayner was on duty. 
rr -that."s 


MR. HUNT: 


right. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: That is quite 


different and unless you apply your mind to that 


particular issue -- 
I suppose that is what 


MR. HUNT: 


WITNESS: = am SOury 7 
On, Dideitpenter your 


I am asking. 
THE 


MR. HUNT: 
conscience that deaths were occurring with that 
degree of frequency when Phyllis Trayner was present? 

. No, ita . 

On Well, we also learned going 
through the sheets that Phyllis Trayner and Susan 
Nelles worked together over that period a total of 


only 32 nights and from an examination of the facts 
relating to the deaths of the children we see that 
on those 32 nights there were 22 of the deaths that 


are of concern to this Commission categorized as 
does that figure particularly 


suspicious. Now, 
surprise you? 
I have heard these figures 


A. 
before. 
Q. Does it surprise you? 
A. I guess it doesn't. 


Q. Ly amu SOGLV2 
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A. I guess it doesn't because 
they worked on the same team. 

Q. e eee not. alt eee ee 
you have any idea that children were dying at that 
rate at the time it was happening on nights when 
they were both working together? 

A. Was I aware of it? 

Or Were you aware of the 
frequency with which it appears to have occurred at 
the time it was happening? Did you put it together 
that when the two of them were working there seemed 
to be an awful lot of kids were dying on those 
nights? 

A. I didn't put it together with 
the two . no. 

QO. I take at over the last year 
you have given this matter a lot of consideration, 
these deaths on Wards 4A and 4B between July of 80 
and March of 812 

A. Yes. 

OG; And if you accept that these 
children that have died in what is categorized as 
suspicious circumstances died as a result of deliber- 
ate intervention through an overdose of digoxin, if 


you accept that would you agree with me that there 
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Bell, 
(Hunt) 


CT. SX. 


really doesn't appear to be any rhyme or reason 
for it happening? 

A. Any rhyme or reason for a 
deliberate intervention? 

On Yes. You wouldn't categorize 
what has happened as a humanitarian act in any way, 
would you? 

Age No. 

On And some of the babies had 
anatomically normal hearts? 

A. 1 of them. 

2 Some of the babies hadn't 
even reached surgery to have their anomalies repaired? 

A. That is) correct. 

. And if you look at the last 
week in March there is no doubt that by Saturday 
evening people on the ward were aware that something 
with respect to the death of at least one child, 
that of Pacsai, was causing concern to the point 
where questions were being asked. Would you agree 
with me? 

A. I believe there was an 
inguest'to be held, yes. 

QO. Yes. And that there was 


enough concern that the digoxin was being locked up 
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and subject to the special measures with respect to 
dispensing it? 

A. Right. 

— 8 And then notwithstanding that 
after that special procedure with respect to 
digoxin is implemented Baby Cook dies. I am suggest- 
ing to you that really what we have here is something 
for which there is no real apparent rational 
explanation. 

A. For the digoxin being locked 
up and the deaths? | | 

ox No, for the deaths. If you 
are accepting that they are deliberate, I am 
suggesting to you there is no real rational 
explanation for them. 

A. I cannot in my mind see that 
they were deliberate actions but I don't have an 
answer on the other hand either. 

On I take it then you accept 
that all of these deaths were as a result of natural 
causes? 

A. I cannot come to any kind of 
conclusion. 

1 5 Well, what I am suggesting to 


you is if you get over that hurdle and you accept 
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that they were intentional there is no rational 
explanation for it is there? 

A. Tüten, hut ear 
accept that they were intentional. 

(Oly. You can't bring yourself to 
accept that for the purpose of considering what 
explanation there might be, is that it? 

THE COMMISSIONER: It might help 
I suppose if you put it this way. One of the 
reasons why you can't accept they were intentional 
was because there was no rational explanation for 
exposure of the children. 

THE WITNESS: Thats «might. 
THE COMMISSIONER: It gives you 
your answer but not perhaps quite the way you wanted 
Bot. 

MR. HUNT: I couldn't hear the 
question, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I just 
reversed it. I said one of the reasons that you 
can't accept the premise that the deaths were 
intentional was that there was no rational reason 
for disposing of the children which gives you the 


answer you want. 


MR. HUNT: Q. Did you agree with that? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Hunt) 
| 
1 
i 
EG A. ich 
| ; 25 So, can you accept then 
| 4 that given there is no rational explanation for 
5 it, if these deaths were intentional, what we are 
6 dealing with here is someone who is very seriously 
7 mentally ill. 
| 3 THE COMMISSIONER: Provided of 
course that she accepts what she won k accept. 
j THE WITNESS: L cant accept’ Ht. 
2 MR. HUNT: een if you can*t 
11 accept that there ts¥aprational, iexplanation 
| 12 then and somebody tells you that these babies died 
j 13 as a result of deliberate intervention. 
| 14 A. I would have to know the 
15 causes of the deaths. 
OR Well, I'm telling you, I'm 
0 suggesting to you if somebody tells you it is as a 
17 


result of a deliberate overdose of digoxin --- 
THE COMMISSIONER: He is asking 
you to assume what you find difficulty in assuming. 
IF. Fou eanik doy ids dene ether, but ifoyourcan 
do it it vould certainly help Mr. Hunt and perhaps 
bring this examination more quickly to a conclusion. 
If you_could accept that these children 


were all deliberately done away with by an overdose 
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of digoxin, toxic overdoses, as all overdoses are, 
of digoxin, then would you say that whoever that was 
that did Tt is not rarronale 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, I just 
can't say that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: YOu) Cal cscay. 
that. Well, that's fine. 

MR. HUNT: That's fine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: PANG e CON. 
think we will pursue that any further. 

MR. HUNT: © No, we are getting 
nowhere. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

Now, Mr. Roland, are you next? Or is it Mr. Ortved? 
No, it is Mr. Percival. 

MR. PERCIVAL: The reluctant 
debutante. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. PERCIVAL: 

QO. Mrs. Bell, I know that some 
other counsel may have asked you about your relation- 
ship with Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner and I 
thought that perhaps I would explore it in some 
little bit greater detail. 


I want to know when did you first 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


get to know Susan 


2 
4 A/B. 
A. 


in April "of 80 
Q. 
you knew her then 


until her arrest? 


Betis. cr ex. 2765 
(Percival) 


Nelles? 


When we started to work on 


And that was when? 


When we moved to the Ward 4A/B 


"80. So then k gather that 


for approximately a year then up 
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cr.ex. (Percival) 


A. I had seen her on 5A. I 
was acquainted with her on 5A. 
CG. Did you also know her brother 


David Nelles, a physician who worked on the same 


ward? 
A. He was a Resident on our 
ward. 
OC. A Resident? 
A. In September for one month. 
Q. All right. Can you tell me 


over the course of that one year prior to March of 
1981 how frequently did you get to see Susan Nelles, 
aside from at work I mean? 

A. I can't give you a definite 
pattern. 

QO. Well, no, but did you become 
very good friends over the course of that one year? 

A. Yes, we did. 

Os Did you sometimes visit back 
and forth to your respective apartments or homes 
during the course of that one year? 

BS We did. 

On And did you sometimes tele- 
phone each other whether you were on shift or off 
shift? 


A. Occasionally. 
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Q. Did you" go* out’ secially 
with her? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Can you tell me so far as your 


relationship with Phyllis Trayner how long did you 
know Phyllis Trayner, again prior to the events of 
March 1981? 

A. We had started on the same 


day at The Hospital for Sick Children. 


OF So that is when, I'm sorry? 
A. November 6th of 1978. 
QO» All right. And then you would 


have known her by my recollection then approxi- 
mately two and a half years prior to the events of 
March 1981? | 

A. Yes. 

. All right. Well, can you 
tell me was she married during that time? And were 
vou married during that time? 

A. I was, and she had gotten 
married during that time period. 

On Did you become, at least inso- 
far as couples are concerned, frequent visitors 
to each others' apartments, going out socially 


during the course of that two and a half years? 
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Cr. ex. (Percival) 


A. I believe I socialized more 
with Phyllis by herself than with her husband. 

. Al right. de ef dase “it 
then, and maybe you can correct me, were they 
probably your two best nursing friends by March of 
149812 

A. I wouldn't say that, no. 

Q. All right. What was the 
relationship between Susan Nelles and Phyllis 
Trayner - again in that same time period of 


approximately a year prior to March, 19812 


A. They weren't the best of 
friends. 
* They weren't -- I'm sorry, 
i Gant hear 
A. They weren't best of friends. 
Ors Thank you. 
A. They had their disagreements 


on the ward and they couldn't see eye-to-eye ona 
lot of things and this would carry through socially. 
Oz Well, you were s®rt*of like 
the common thread as I gather because you knew them 
fairly well. Did sometimes they socialize together 
quite apart from with you and with you separately? 


A. They would -- we would 
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socialize as a group but I never knew of an occasion 
where Susan and Phyllis socialized just the two of 
them. 

Oe ' All right. In any event 
but on occasion from time to time the three of you 
would be together or alternatively with husbands 
or boyfriend? 

A. Sometimes. 

Q All right. From time to time 


prior to March of 1981 did you go to Belleville -- 


A. _ No. 

35 — to visit Susan Nelles at 
her home? 

A. Ne did G2 

Ov Has that friendship between 


yourself and Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner 
continued even to the present day? 

A. Inas 

Ch And do I take it that from 
time to time in the course of the past I guess it 
is almost three years since the time of the arrest, 
have you see Phyllis Trayner on a fairly frequent 
basis on a social basis? 


A. Non wind desu call 


it a frequent basis, no. 
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cr.ex. (Percival) 


OF How frequently is your — 

A. I can't give you an average 
because I have a very busy family life. I attend 
school. I can't give you a specific time. 

On All right. Well, I mean, 
does a week go by when you don't speak to each other? 

| A. Definitely. 

2. Well, do you speak to each 


other from time to time by telephone? 


A. Occasionally. 
Q. Xess 
A. And months could go by when 


I don't speak to her as well. 

Oi. Well, I am interested in the 
last time you spoke to her, and I think you told 
someone else in these proceedings that you last spoke 


to her, what was it, last week? 


A. Yes, it was. 

8 Who initiated that telephone 
call? 

A. Phyllis had called me because 


she had heard through the press that I would be 
appearing at the Grange. 
Q. r ee know 


up until the time of that pbenes gal that chat was 
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cr.ex. (Percival) 


likely? 


A. I'm sorry, that she called me? 


Or No, that it was likely that 
you were going to give evidence in these proceedings. 

A. I knew I was going to give 
evidence but I did not discuss it with her. 

Q. All right. Well, aside from 


the fact of telling her vou were going to give 


evidence, do you ask the Commissioner to believe that 


you said nothing at all about what you were likely to 


say? 

A. icdidnste discuss this, no 

Q. So aside from, "Hey, you're 
going to give evidence next week", you said nothing 
more about the forum, what you had read in the news- 
papers, heard on the radio or 8 

A. Teai.dnat. 

Q. I see. And do I take it 
since this Commission commenced you have never dis- 
cussed the evidence that has been heard in this 
Commission for the past six months with Phyllis 
Trayner? 

A. We could have said a few 
words about it. 


OF Does that same answer go with 


J — der inns 


en eee thew eee ra +o 
bets of paseo: . bey’ wef ee Yo e ota 
n weeiied os eee e gee dey of |, epastive 
oF Yiedst stew way sabe cis II an bn Keen bine oy 
Pyke 

sof «tite nepoath nt 2 oh 

Oran een \eoxt obabs 02: 0 
datum Rice ucy .*Anew 2402 nen dvig te ontop 
~eveq eid ai Leon bad voy dart .auradS arf tiods @20m 
enn 10 br ett ng san S 

„ads Tt oN 

@i we? I ob OnA 4 eee 2 0 
“SORE ee evar voy teonskebe aniesiumoD <¢i4! sori: 
1 an beet need eed e eee sat Seears 
een enen 228 sane Oc 1% t am 


Tiengen 
Nes Sise ever Dino» of A 
| bak a) ~-J2. Pvods ens 
e op eee smse tary enc! 0 
25 
* 1 é 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Bell 2 
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1 
pp7 2 respect to your conversations with Susan Nelles? 
3 A. I don't believe I have dis- | 
4 cussed the Grange with susan Nelles, no. | 
8 Q. Ma'am, do I take it you have 
5 never given evidence in a Royal Commission before? 
A. Thatkislregnt. 
d 2. Do I take it you have never 
° given evidence in a court such as a preliminary 
9 hearing involving Susan Nelles before or since? 
10 Ay The preliminary hearing was 
11 the only one. pe 
12 2 So those are the two events 
13 in your life and you say really you have not really 
discussed what has been going on at this Commission? 
1 A. Phat iS right 
04 I see. You graduated in 


what year from Ryerson? 
As 1977. 
Ol Dovimtakenat?that since 197 


you have been actively involved in nursing? 


A. I have. 

Q. In the Province of Ontario? 
A. Yes, I have. 

Q. From time to time in the 


course of the past six years have you talked from time 


: 5 * 1 

: 

i, 
aw - . 5 8 


1 N 


uw es 


Wart e aun abe „ sonsblve agvit 
dena 1 tee ekzen use gniviowi bc. ine 

e αον , yradbuilesg sr ah 
8 oo Fine edz 

eQoers ove edd eta sands oh 0 
viices som eval: ory yliset yeu oy tis t xy as 
Vapsantieno2 sia te oo ene qend tah tri! Gagens i> 


pt a) salt 4 

AL bogeuieso o e a 
enen e 260) Jew 

ren 5 

vn enn sas 22 2 2 ot so 
Soaietin-al Sevlow Ylevisen mead evad yov 

4 2 seve I id 

| do tus 36 slv ais nt 0 

| Vas 1 eo 7) 

> eit AP ent: od Salz ab 9 


N bodied woy oven Srey ie zasg ed? 26 Se 


8 satin 


DD8 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 2773 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Bell 


cr.ex. (Percival) 


to time with your nursing friends and doctor 
friends - and I gather you have some doctor friends 
as well? 

A. Le e 

Q. Have you talked from time to 
time with them about mercy killings? . 

A. We have discussed it. 

Q. And did» you in fact discuss 
mercy killings prior to March of 1981? 

Ne I probably have, yes. 

Q. And is that a subject that 
seems to be of some conciderable interest to the 
nursing and medical profession? 

A. Of course. 

OO; Do r ‘take re then that in 
the course of the year prior to March 1981 from 
time to time because Phyllis Trayner and Susan 
Nelles are two of your nursing friends that you 
talked to them about mercy killings? 

Ae It is possible, yes. 

Q. And in face you dia talk 
about mercy killings from time to time prior to 
March of 1981 at that nursing station on that map 
where the nurses from both 4A and 4B were wont to 


sit and communicate and talk and write? 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Bell 
TORONTO. ONTARIO cr.ex. (Percival) 
1 
DDI 2 A. Tha tei cori gli 
3 Q. Yes. | 
4 A. It wouldn't be appropriate | 
: to do it in the parent rooms, | 
| OF I understand that, but I | 
: gather the babies weren't listening. | 
7 AG I'm sorry, but there could ! 
8 be parents in the room or other parents. | 
9 Os Wels Cos. 1 it there are | 
10 not many parents at night? | 
11 A. onan could be parents at 
night, yes. 
12 | 
OS Well, det take it by that | 
ny you do not discuss it in the presence of parents or 
14 adults? | 
15 A. Certain discussions we 1 
16 Q. Well, what I am getting at | 
17 is this: From time to time did you discuss the 
18 3 of life likely to be facing these young | 
infants with serious heart defects on this ward in 
8 the year prior to March 1981? 
a Ae It would be a general dis- 
21 cussion. There was a number of children that we 
22 looked after; not just with cardiac defects, but in 
23 other areas too. 
24 
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A ANGUS, STONEHOUSE @ CO. LTD Bell PATS is 
e Cr.éeéx.e (Percival) 
1 
DD1o 2 Q. You knew that most of them 
3 were facing a very r bite? | 
4 A. IT «can't S hat. 
5 Q Well, did the matter of | 
4 mercy killings come up with respect to the type of | 
A children that you were looking after on this | 
cardiac ward in The Hospital for Sick Children? 
f A. At times when the decision 
9 was made and obviously death was imminent with some | 
10 of the children but this had been discussed with 
11 parents and the doctor and we had been made aware 
12 tie. 
13 OQ. aie seh op 
A. We would discuss our feelings. 
15 oF Right. So I take it at 
AS least you can confirm at least to this Commission 
16 that prior to March 1981 Susan Nelles and Phyllis | 
17 Trayner and yourself participated from time to time A 
18 I am not asking you how frequently - in discussions | 
19 about mercy killings? 
20 A. I would assume that we would. 
Q. Now I have looked at 
a Exhibit 334 and Exhibit 335, and these are the WIN 
25 sheets. 
23 : Do you have them in front of 1 
24 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. B TT 2776 
TORONTO. ONTARIO e 


“enet cr.ex. (Percival) 
1 
pbll 2 A. No, I don't. 
3 MR. PERCIVAL: Perhaps, Mr. Elliot? 
4 Os I was looking at the WIN | 
5 sheets last night, Mrs. Bell, and it would appear | 
9 that you were off on vacation from March 3rd through | 
Co March 26th, | 
a Would you confirm that for me by 
looking at Exhibit 334, please. | 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Except for the one 
10 day; isn't that right? 
11 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, what was the 
12 date? 
13 
March 3rd to March 16th, and I am talking -- I know 
8 you went back to work long nights on the day of 


MR. PERCIVAL: Q. From the period | 
March 16th, and I just want to be sure that I have 
that vacation time bracketed if I may. 

A. Yes, that is right. 

Q. _ You came back to work then 
working long nights on Monday, March 16th, and during 
that approximate two-week period were you out of 
the city? 

A. DPE Olt wane. Olen 2 Lan noc 
sure. 


Q. Well, did you have any 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 2 
TORONTO, ONTARIO — 


SS (Percival): 


communication with your friends Phyllis Trayner or 
Susan Nelles during that two-week vacation? 

A. Noe dan; 

Q. And when you came back to 
work on Monday, March 16th, on long nights, if you 
look at the WIN sheets it would appear that Phyllis 
Trayner commenced working that same long night 
shift on Monday, March 16th. 

| Again, would you confirm chat. 

A. Yes,) that is correct. 

Q. all right. Well now, let me -- 
were you aware of he fact that when you came back 
on March 16th Baby Leith had died on March 6th, 

Baby Warner had died on March 7th, Baby Hines had 
died on March 8th, Baby Gionas had died on March 9th, 
Baby Manojlovich had died on March 12th, Baby Pacsai 
died on March 12th and Baby Inwood had died on 

March 13th? 

An I was made aware of that, yes. 

8 That was a rather significant 
series of unfortunate baby deaths on 4A and 4B in 
a very short period of time: less than two weeks? 

A. Thatwis, right. 

8 One commencing on March 6th 


and the last one on March 13th. Were you aware of 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO Bell 


cr.ex. (Percival) 


that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And by my calculation that 
was seven baby deaths in a week; is that right? 
From the 6th ‘through to the fsoth- 

A. Yes. 

Q. When you came back on shift 
then on Monday, March 16th, was that a matter of 
discussion between you and Nurse Trayner? 

A. I believe we had discussed 
it at some point, ves. 

Q. N I think that you have said 
on other occasions in the course of your evidence 
that you were aware of the fact that there was some 
great continuing concern about the level of morbidity 
arising on 4A and 4B. 

Do you agree with me that seven deaths 
in seven nights was not just an increase; it was 
a staggering total? 

A. Yes. 

Ore All right. Well, tell me, 
how did the discussion go between you and Nurse 
Trayner on that night of Monday, March 16th? 

A. I can't remember it word for 


word. There was a -- she was very disturbed at the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Bell 


cr.ex. (Percival) 


mumber of deaths. 


Qs Well, were you equally 
disturbed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. And I gather 


then that the question that both of you were dis- 
turbed, that was a matter then of continuing 
concern to you? 

A. Yes, it oe 

OF Well then Sus an Nelles as a 
matter of course, according to the WIN shéets, did 
not commence work feet the long night of Friday, 
March 20th. That«would oed 4p me? 

A. Thateis signe 

Q. Al righ e Soethroughout 
that week you worked from time to time with Nurse 
Trayner and one more death occurred, Baby Gardner, 
on March 18th. 

Is that your recollection? 


A. Fim. <sOnryystrador che. 


ON. „ YOu recall another baby death 


occurring on the Wednesday night? 


AS I wasn't leres 88. 


Q. All right. Did you hear about 


it when you came back to work? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 5 
Cr. ex. (Percival) 


THE COMMISSIONER: That was the death 
onthe 18th of. March T.think. 

MR. PERCTVAL: . Yes, that, is what I 
said, Wednesday, the 18th. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right. Were you 
not there then? 

THE WITNESS: The 18th Of March? 

THE COMMISSIONER: SOGLY ,, Ustnougne 
you had returned the 16th. 

MR. PERCIVAL: I 1 know whether 
she was working on the 18th. 

THE COMMISSIONER: She may not have 
been working -- you are quite right. I hake it back. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q. You worked two 
long nights in a row, the 16th and the 17th, and 
you were off on the 18th? 

A. FFF 

2. You were off on the 19th and 
you commenced work on long nights with Susan Nelles 
and Phyllis Trayner on Friday, March 16th. 

A. Friday, March 20th. 

OR Friday, March 20th. Thank 
you very much. 

Now when Susan Nelles, your friend, 


came back she had been on holiday and you had been 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 2 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Bell 


Sr. EX. (Percival) 


on holiday. Did you talk to each other about — you 
hadn't seen her in three weeks. Did you talk about 
what you had both been doing on your holidays? 
A. We probably discussed it, yes. 
Q. Do you recall her telling you 
she had been in Belleville and was a little bit mad 


when she came back on the shift at seven o'clock 


| 

| 
on that Friday night because she had got a phone call 
from Liz Radojewski? 

A. Oh -- 

On About Baby Pacsai, a 25 level 
and an imminent Coroner's Inquest. Were you not 
present when she spoke about that on the night of 
Friday, March <20th2 

A. I ͤ don't believe I was because 
I didn*t -= 

On Well, perhaps I can refresh 
your recollection by what Nurse Trayner had to say 
and who was present when that was disgussed. 

May this be a convenient time? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. 

MR. PERCIVAL: For the benefit of 
counsel it is Volume 5, starting at 993, and perhaps 
your counsel may wish to consider it with you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Five 


minutes. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 


— TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 2782 
1 
2 
BE /DM/ak ~-- Upon resuming. 
. THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Brown. 
5 MR. BROWN: Yes, Mr. Commissioner. 
5 If I might rise again, I raisedthe point when 
6 Ms. Costello was testifying as to the use 
7 of testimony given by other people and being read 
8 to present witnesses to refresh their memory. 
In this case Mr. Percival has 
8 indicated that he intends to read to Mrs. Bella 
10 portion of Mrs. Trayner's evidence respecting - 
11 THE COMMESS TONER: Excuse me a 
12 minute. Yes? 
13 MR. BROWN: Respecting the alleged 
14 conversation on the Friday evening. Now, I would 
18 submit it would be more interesting to have from 
Mrs. Bell her fresh recollection of whether or not 
5 she recalled anything of what was said, and 
17 Mr. Percival is certainly entitled to do that. I 
18 submit that it is inappropriate to proceed by putting 
19 the testimony of another witness,in respect of that 
20 meeting, to the present witness without getting her 
21 evidence. 
22 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, first of 
all he asked her if she had any recollection of that, 
= and now he is going on to read from Mrs. Trayner's 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell , Cr.Cx. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Perc ival ) 


testimony as to a conversation that took place, I 
think that is legitimate, what is wrong with that? 
Having laid the groundwork, why can't he say, but 
Mrs. Trayner said this, do you disagree with it; 
is she right, is she wrong. 

MR. BROWN: I submit the question 
can be put much more directly. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But it has been 
put directly. He did ask her, he did ask her did 
you discuss the Pacsai matter and the reading of 
the Pacsai matter and “she said no. Now he is going 
to put to her what Mrs. Trayner said and ask her 
if that brings it back to mind,or if she disagrees 
with it, that’ sort cr thing. Tnhac strikes meras 
being legitimate, it was when I was a boy anyway. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Mr. Commissioner, 
if I have transgressed, I am glad to know that 
Miss Cronk also has transgressed because she did 
it at page 2318 along the same lines. : 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. PERCIVAL: So perhaps if I 
am wrong I have good company. 

MS. CRONK: It wasn't a problem when 
I was augirl. 


MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Now, in the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, CT. EX. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Perc 1 ) 2 78 4 


course of the recess, Mrs. Bell, you had an opportun- 
ity to read page 993 and onward of Phyllis Trayner's 

evidence at the preliminary hearing, in Volume 7. 

In fairness I note that Miss Cronk yesterday alluded 

to that in the course of examining you, do you 

recall that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You wlll note on) page. 994, 
Phyllis Trayner indicates that she specifically 
remembers being at the nursing station with Mrs. Bell, 
Mrs. Reaper and Susan Nelles atea0ouG Fel 5: Del<, 
that is 15 minutes after you started the shift on 
the Friday night, March the 20th, when this 
discussion took place. You have read that I gather? 

A. I have read it, yes. 

OF And Tt put sbt- to you that as 
friends, as friends of at least a year and being 
away from each other for three weeks, one of the 
first things that you are going to talk about is 
a rather unusual phone call from your head nurse 
to Susan Nelles, your good frieénd,mentioning a 
coroner's inquest. 

A. ivdid notsiearn of 2e that 
night. 


Q. Well, ma'am, let me put it 


i 0 — N 


enen 


ws BOY ©! 9 4 


6 * 
2 
402 anag 


. gilesid eae Jad? setacthat, tonyest 2asiieus 
Anne S3iw coiteca gau off 415 offed, rennen os 
~eO-h GF: Ss J@ Shi de Sch taqnet . fT 11 
ag 2 ia a ene w e easurtia SF 2, farts et 
' i 
; y Bete ,4995 O72 Aaya Ione enen eds 9 
J 
Tage “9 7 i @vast gor Sai eee moldsivelh 
i 
» fae b evet 7 iA ‘ 
rt 
ö ra Face i¢ ‘ e 7 ] TA ie 
1 
W Oe ars L In in ani as t 
7 ea2 1 no . usted ct ic A: - 3 
{ N 323 2 102 N. 182 wz? Veus ; 
. 
nas e » % 3649 apakis 35 75 1 
7 SA son Wo aul] : E De: Lest II ene & 7 7 Jet 
7 1 * oy | 
5 b 7t£leolZaews da!: NA nend os ng 
7 a 8 
ni 4 * 4 
9 „ ROUTH, 2 * 
sens EE W mies! 


bal oo? tae 
werter „Aten to O32 


pa hast 


DSL TD 


N E 


Knee aa i a 

de eines od at gans o 
Saen Lieve. 

4 

9 


SAA 


,2aY 


ton kite 


re 7 


b. 2 


2785 


lr) 


js 


Freie 
len 
wal 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Bell, cr.ex. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


ee (Percival) 


1 


to you this way. Had you ever been involved ina 
coroner's inquest up to that moment in time? 

A. e L hadn't. 

Q. So do I take it that the matter 
of a coroner's inquest in the Hospital for Sick 
Children was unheard of, at least insofar as you 
were concerned and touching your work? 

A. There would be inquests going 
on in the Hospital, but not concerning myself. 

2. That. is what I am talking about, 
touching your Ward 4A and 4B. 

A. Theat is right. 

8 So. do, ae it er your = 
and as I understand your evidence, when do you say 
.you heard about the 25 level of Pacsai and the 
coroner's inquest? Are you seriously suggesting to 
the Commissioner that was on the night of March 23rd 
at Liz Radojewski's house? 

A Yes, it was, and I didn't know 
the exact number of the dig. level. 

Oe Well, I'm going to get to that 
shortly, because - and I will come back to that 
aspect of the matter. Let me talk about the 
continuation of har f back. lam not 


going to go into it in exhaustive detail because 
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I see it has been done before. 

In any event, seven deaths had 
occurred, the eighth death Gardner occurred on 
Wednesday on 4B. So do I take it even if it 
occurred after you voce Af shirt en thew lSthyayou 
knew about it on Friday at 7 o'clock on March 20th? 

A. YeSpeenGid. 

Os So you knew then that at that 
point we are up to eight deaths? 

A. Thai richt 

23 _ Within a period of, to my 
recollection, exactly two weeks. 

A. I believe that is what you 
said. 

OE And we have talked earlier 
about the unexplained deaths, the increasing 
incidents of death and the rather alarming increase 
of deaths in two weeks. Were you getting kind of 
concerned about that as a team leader? 

| A. I would be concerned, yes. 

Qu Similarly was Phyllis Trayner 
as the team leader getting concerned about it? 

A. I believe she was, yes. 

2 Did you feel that it vas part 


of your duties as team leader to see what was going 
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on in those wards to cause that increase in deaths? 


A. I am sorry, right at the 
beginning of that shift or -- ? 
2 No, ma'am, at any time up until 


the time two more deaths occurred? I'm talking 
about 7 o'clock on the evening of March 20th when 
your friend Susan Nelles comes back to 5 and 
the strain is there and you have had eight deaths 
in two weeks. Did you feel that under the circum- 
stances there was some responsibility upon you as 
team leader to find out what was going on? 

A. I wasn't present when those 
children died. Obviously there was people knew 
that these children died, it doesn't go unnoticed. 
Starting at 7:15 there were other patients who 
were alive that had to be looked after, there was 
no time for me to go and discuss this with anybody, 
there were children that had to be looked after first, 
that is my first responsibility. 

2. Who did you feel then on your 
shift and Phyllis Trayner's shift would be 
responsible for trying to prevent further deaths, 
if that was such an important criterion? 

A. I'm sorry, what do you mean 


by prevent? 
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O; Did you feel then that you 


would have to be on your watch, you would have to 
be alert to see what was going on,to make sure that 
at least on this shift coming up another child is 
not going to die? 

A. I would certainly watch the 
children closely, but I would watch them anyway. 

iz Did you do that? 

MS. KITELY.: Mr. Commissioner, 
might the witness be allowed to answer. 

MR. PERCIVAL: n sorry, IF 
apologize, Mr. Commissioner. 

Or. Did seu de bat on that shift? 

A. I watched the children closely 
as I have watched them. 

Qe Was there only one monitor 
go. off. that. naga 

A. That was the night of Allana 
Miller? 

8 That's right. Was that the 
only monitor, the only monitor on Wards 4A and 4B 
that went off that night? 

2 That went off consistently, 
yes. 


QO. Was there any other monitor 
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that went off? 

2 9 5 Possibly, yes. 

oe Do you recall any? 

A. Not offhand of whose it was, 
no 

8 Ma am, you were on 4B and 


from time to time you have given evidence that you 


went into Allana Miller's room. 


A. That is correct. 

Q. And she was on 4A? 

A. ee correct. 

Oe And do I take it that that 


was the normal thing for you to do? 

A. Yes, it was. 

On Or because you were trying to 
see what was occurring on your ward, trying to find 
out what was going on with these deaths? 

A. I would answer the alarm 
because the alarm would sound, and obviously it 
needed answering if it was sounding for a reason, 
so I would go down to check and make sure the child 
was okay. If not, if there was somebody to see, 
to see that somebody was in the room that was aware 
Oted te. 


2 Well then do I take it, and 
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again I am not going over the same ground, but do I 
take it that when Allana Miller finally died, I- 
think’ Ltvis*at 27orssro clock in the morning was it, 
you have given evidence? o 

A. Les 

O° That made it nine in two weeks; 
did that give you any greater concern? 

A. A death had occurred, it would 
be of great concern, yes. 

oF Well, did you do anything 


about the concern? 


A. £-dian €*go-outand Go-wany thing, 
no. 

Q. Did you discuss it with anyone? 

A. We discussed fee Se 

Q. Who is we? 

A. The nurses on the team. 

Q. Whose team? 

A. My team and Phyllis Trayner's 
team. 

22 Then do I take it that at 


some point in time between 3:27 when the death 
occurred of Allana Miller and up until the time you 
wentrorrt Shift at™~7¥o" clock7=there*wasa~ preccy 


lengthy discussion as to what happened to Allana 
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ie 


7 


‘i 


2E10 Miller who was not expected to die? 

A. There was a discussion of 
her death, and there is a certain amount of grieving 
that goes on when these children die as well, and 
we have to deal with our feelings and to help each 
other to deal with these feelings. 

On Well, ma'am, one of the 
things that I would be concerned about; do I take 
it that up until that moment in timé, at least so 
far as your position was concerned, there may have 
been an increasing number of deaths on this ward 
over the course of nine months, and in the course of 
two weeks, all of which you felt were natural deaths? 

A. I didn't say they were natural 
deaths. Obviously these children were in Hospital, 
it was not a natural state for them. 

2. But ma am, caused by a non 
deliberate act, or caused by non-negligence? 

A. It was caused by a non- 


deliberate act, that is what I thought. 


et: How about non-negligence? 
A. The same. 
| 2 What I am concerned myself 


with, do I take it that after Miller died you 


discussed the death with Nelles and Trayner? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc ival) 
AY I believe we did. 
Os Your friends. Do I take it, 


are you still saying to the Commissioner that at 
that point the contemplation of a coroner's 
investigation and inquest was not discussed? 

A. We had to deal with the 
issue at hand. The issue was that Allana Miller 
had just died, there was a process of distress 
during the resuscitation; there was the grief that 
we felt for her death; having to deal with the 


parents, that was ali at hand. Also we have to 


think of the other children on the ward and continue 


to. care for them. So weedeat with things as best 
we can and continue to look after the children. 

2A. What do you think a coroner's 
inquest does? 

A. I believe it investigates 
the cause of death. 

Ol Was that something that 
concerned you at that moment in time? 

> 6 
Were you not saying to Susan 

Nelles "I wonder why these are all happening?", 
did you say that to Phyllis Trayner? 


A. No. 


Q. Why are all these deaths 
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happening? 

MS. KITELY: Mr. Commissioner, 
Mr. Percival continues by putting three questions 
at once and not getting an answer, if he could put 
one question and give the witness an opportunity to 
answer. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes7 eli. righkt. 


MR. PERCIVAL: ma am, may aL 


put it again to you. If a coroner's investigation 


and a coroner's inquest is something to investigate, 
did you discuss the invéstigation of these series 
of deaths that evening after Allana Miller died, 


with Phyllis Trayner? 


AG Datars Shashi Wake ei ot 

Q. Did you discuss it with 
Susan Nelles? 

A. No, da aids te 

0. And aside from grieving, and 


I gather you had some stress the rest of that shift? 
Aw Yes. 
Q. You knew at that particular 
point that events had occurred, unexplained events 
I gather from your standpoint? 
A. Yes. 


Or An unexpected death? 
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A. Yes, the death. 
oF And you went off shift at 


7 o'clock on the Saturday morning of March the 25th? 

A. Yes, T 818. 

or Did you have any communication 
with Nurse Nelles and Nurse Trayner while you were 
off shift from the 12 f , to. 7 © cl0oc 
Saturday night? 

8 e 

2. You came on the shift at 
7 o'clock and we are deal ing then with the shift when 
Baby Cook died? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Ar "report; fde I *take it 
there was no discussion about the death of Baby 
Miller? 

A. No, there wasn't. 

Oz Was there any discussion at 
report with respect to the 5 death of Baby 
Pacsai and the forthcoming coroner's inquest? 

A. No, there wasn't. 

OS I think you have given 
evidence already that at some point in time, about 
tw hours after you commenced that shift, Dr. Costigan 


came around and said: “ladies, if you haven't given 
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out’ your digoxin, nei 
A. That usecorrect:, 
Of And I believe you have given 


evidence that you asked him "Why was that?" and he 
said something about the strength being questioned? 

A. I believe so, yes. 

QO. By that time I understand your 
evidence is that you had already given your digoxin 
on 4B? 

A. I had given my, yes. 

Os And do I take it from what 
your evidence is Nurse Trayner the team leader 
in 4A had not and threw it down the sink? 

A. a believe so, yes. 

o- At some time later then 
there was a flurry of phone calls, but in any event, 
close to midnight or some time later, you were told 
that you could give your digoxin, or Nurse Trayner 


could give her digoxin? 


A. I believe it was closer to 
10 o'clock. 
OF BOO Sc lock? 
A. When Dr. Costigan brought back 


the digoxin bottles and said that we could go ahead 


and administer digoxin. 
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OE And then were you also told 


at that point that we are going to have to lock up 
the digoxin? 

A. Yes 

On And the concern about the 
security for digoxin? 

A. He said to lock up the 
digoxin, yes. 

Q. That is a strange thing to 
Occur On "ar Caradiac- ward, is itinote 

A. It has never happened before. 

OF So do I take it that whether 
you had any concern about digoxin, at least certainly 
something - there was something communicated to you 
by Dr. Costigan's comments that digoxin may have 
something to do with what was going on on those 
wards, is that not true? 

A. PraLam t CONNece cine aigox in 
with the deaths. 

Ont «3 You were with Phyllis Trayner 
when he communicated that to you; in other words, 
lockup “thevdigoxin and yourcan give Tt pur it nas 
got to be ‘given in a certain way, is that’ not correct? 

A. No. He just said to proceed 


to give out digoxin, he didn't proceed to tell us 
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25 


1 
8E 6 how to give it. 
8 Og Tell me, did you talk to 
4 Phyllis Trayner about it, sort of saying, why are 
5 they doing that with digoxin? 
6 | A. We had discussed it. 
7 7 Ole How did you discuss it, what 
8 did you say and what did she say? 
A. We had felt that they had 
a taken the digoxin away to test the strength of 
0 the digoxin. 
11 On Ma am, I am talking about 
12 when he came back and said you can give it but I 
13 want it locked up, you discussed that with Nurse 
14 Trayner, I want to know what you said and what she 
15 said? 
A. leant tell vous exactly, 
5 it was just the idea that they were locking up the 
a) digoxin and our questions as to why, and the fact 
18 that we didn't have any answers. 
19 Or And are you seriously 
20 suggesting to the Commissioner that you or Nurse 
21 Trayner never connected the fact that digoxin was 
22 being locked up with eight baby deaths in two weeks? 
A. That. sc. rigne. 
23 
On All right. Now, we come to 
24 
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the events involving Baby Cook, and then at some point 
in time Baby Cook died at 4:56 a.m. on the early 
Sunday morning, is that correct? 

A I believe so. 

oO. And you observed at that point 
Dr. Jedeikin taking a blood sample from this baby, 
about 20 or 30 minutes after the baby died? 

A. i don’t. know. if if, was Chat 


long time after. 
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Q. Did you not regard that as the 


most unusual thing you have ever seen a doctor do on 
that ward? 
A. I had never seen it done before. 
Q. All right. Did you ask him why 


he was doing it? 


A. We had asked him. 

Q. Who asked him? 

A. Phe Gis. . 

. What did he say? 

A. He was taking it on his way to 
the lab. : 

0. What did he tell you for what? 

A. No reason. 

Q. Ma'am, surely then involving 


eight, nine baby deaths at this point, the lock-up of 
digoxin and taking of a blood sample a half hour after 
a baby dies, are you seriously suggesting to the 
Commissioner that you didn't connect any of those? 

A. Lm sorry “audi *ts 

Q. Well then, we take it one step 
further. Dr. Jedeikin says after you are starting to 
élean up che room, “hola ie, Seils "don"t ds anything 
with this room, leave the syringes where they are, 


secure the room. Didn't he say that to you? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Perc d IL ) 
BE. 2 
1 
2 A. Yes, he did. 
3 0. Right. How long was that after 
4 the baby died at 4:56? 
5 A. I can't give you an exact time 
5 but it would have had to have been shortly after 


because we started to clean up the room. 


Q. Have you ever heard a doctor say 
that before? 

A. | Not to me, no. 

Q. ee naan the series of 


things. Did that sore of finally start ringing a bell 
with you? a 

A. No, it didn't. 

0. Why would you 1 keep the 
room the vay it was? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Are you seriously suggesting you 
didn't discuss that with anybody, you and your nurses? 

A. We discussed it but we didn't 
come to any kind of a conclusion and we didn't have 
any answers. 

Q. Are you still saying to me at 
this point no one mentioned the forthcoming coroner's 
inguest involving Baby Pacsai? 


A. It wasn't mentioned to me, no. 
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Bell, r. ex. 2801 
(Percival ) 


sees So, doe des it you 


did leave the IV lines and the equipment in the room? 


A. 


0. 


in there? 


A. 


0. 


Yes, we did. 


There were four surviving babies 


I can't tell you. 

Were they moved out? 

I don't believe they were. 

Now, I gather oe Fowler arrived? 
Some time, een 


Well, did you find that a rather 


remarkable development after a baby died? 


A. 


0. 


No. 


Did Dr. Fowler that month arrive 


after Baby Miller died? 


A. 


Hospital. 


your ward? 


He could have been in the 


No, Matam, I'm talking about 


MS. KITELY: Excuse me, sir. Might the 


witness be allowed to answer the question. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I think there 


was a failure of communication because Mr. Percival 


was asking, did he arrive at the ward - in the room, 


and the answer was he may have been in the Hospital. 
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MS. KITELY: Even if there is a failure 
of communication, out of politeness and courtesy 
the witness is entitled to answer before Mr. Percival 
can clear up the miscommunication. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I agree with what you 
say in principle but if the answer is not responsive 
to the question sometimes counsel forget. However, 
did Dr. Fowler arrive at Baby Miller's room the night 
before? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

MR. PERCIVAL: ..Q..Had vou ever seen, and 
I gather that 3 month, what was his position, 
Dy en OWwLer? 

A. He was ward chief. 

Q. All right. Had you ever seen on 
any of the baby deaths in nine months the ward chief 
coming in at three or four in the morning and going 
into the room where a baby had died up to that moment 
in time? 

A. The ward chief would come up to 
the ward; whether he exactly went into the room. He 
would have to sometimes come in, deal with the parents 
or even talk to the cardiology fellow and discuss 


what had gone on. 


Q. Ma'am, did you ever see that 
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occur prior to that morning? 


A. Yes, 1 uae 
Q. With what baby? 
A. I can't tell you specifically, 


it occurred with a number of cardiologists a number of 
times. 

0. Do I take it that Dr. Fowler when 
he came in that night or that morning was calm and 
cool and wanted to see what was going on? 

A. Dr. Fowler had come in in the 
morning and I don't think coming in at that time in 
response to a child Ag no, I don't think he was 
Ca im. 

Q. Well, Ma'am, that was at 5 o'clock 
in the morning and we have heard other evidence, you 
knew that, did you not? 

A. Yes, LraLd. 

Q. Well, did you have any 


communication with him? 


A. Notwdirectly, ne- 

9 Did you see what he did? 

A. He was with Dr. Jedeikin. 

Q. Welly do-l*taker it that at™this 


particular point by my calculation we are up to nine 


or ten baby deaths from the sixth right through to the 


& noe teolokiaus ‘to i pre 0 4 Hole bmn oe 


ae 


1 be i e st 


1 1 a as 


oad 


qv eae i? 


f oes bas mies sew plese ; to sadn 7643 ni Aad 6 
; | . | 
= Fado palop 28 waite one oF beicew fae lo 


r nt enco but = tniwot .2 a 
ak end % % 1 ni balnse dul et 
die ad Ade „ nes t om bed etic 


1 E 
E | 
‘ia "oO @ 28 eaw wee ee e diet 
‘a. . 14 
4 b „bbs tate Dreal ede 
ae N = 
1 . zp [Jan were fh 
5. 
wh kis rt eat A 
1 1 1 
8 . oved u BIS 1 9 
= . 9 ain dn 


* 
9 Ne cage +o” A 


eee Gye BEC 0 


cute. tt eet 


ons « 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co. LTD. Bell, criext 2804 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Perc 191 ) 


22nd, that you and your nursing team and 
Phyllis Trayner and Susan Nelles were getting a little 


bit more concerned? 


A. Concern was definitely there. 

0. I gather you weren't happy about 
ete? 

A. Of course not. 

0. You weren't calm about it? 

A. We were very upset. 

Q. You were all upset? 

A. Yes.. 

Q. All right. Now, ma'am, are you 


suggesting that all those events that we have 
chronicled that you didn't think something unusual 
had occurred and was occurring in those wards for 
the past nine months? 

A. Their concern had obviously 
been there was something going on but as to what I 


wasiconnectingnitrtogel didniteconnectsit: 


Q. Well, what did you think was 
going on? 

A. I didn't know. 

0. Well, you see, you didn't know 


but did you make any inquiries? Were you searching 


for what was going on, the truth? 
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A. I had asked why the sample 
was taken, no answer. I wasn't getting answers, so, 
how can I deal with that if I don't have any answers 
to deal with? 

0. There is a room across from 418 


where Baby Cook died, what is it called? 


A. There are two rooms, I'm sorry? 
0. What is 419 called? 

A. The Soiled Gees 

0. Yes, Soiled Utility Room. Is 


that room from time to time used when people are 


coming on shift and going Ofte shift. tor a meeting place 


A. The Soiled Utility Room? 

0. Yes, ma'am. 

A. No. 

0. Well, ma am, on that morning at 


7 o'clock in the morning, were you present with Liz 
Radojewski, Phyllis Trayner, Susan Nelles, Marie 
Mandal, Meredith Frise, Sui Scott, Miss Brownless at 
a time when some were coming on shift and some were 
going off shift meeting in that room? 

A. I wasn't present in there, no. 

Q. Did you hear what happened in 
that. room? 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 

Q. Did you hear about a discussion 
involving 'Six out of seven ain't bad'. Did you hear 
that? 

A. E dont kKnowsit flit was ian that 


room, it was in another room. 


0. You must have heard about it then? 
A. I heard it because I had passed by). 
2. Al ion da ler r t you 


were passing by the room and you heard a nurse say, 
"Six out of seven ain't bad'? 

A. us did. 

0. yee And you took that to mean 
six out of seven - six babies in seven nights ain't 
a bad record, didn't you? 

A. I took it as a nurse who was 


very frustrated with the whole situation. 


0. Do you know which nurse that was? 
A. Nes des 

9 Did you see the nurse say it? 

A. Tidid: 

Q. Well then, do I take it you were 


doing just more than passing by the room? 
A. I wasn't passing by the room, I 
was passing by the two that were discussing it. 


Q. Well, you say there was only 
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two there, there weren't the six or seven that are 
alleged to have been there when this comment was made 
by that nurse? | 

A. I don't recall more than the two. 


of them being there. 


Q. Who was there? 

A. Susan Nelles and Marie Mandal. 
Q. Was Liz Radojewski there? 

A. I don't believe she was, no. 
0. Well, when you heard that did 


you say oh, Susan, you are frustrated? 

A. I knew she was frustrated, I had 
worked with her that night. 

Q. But ma'am, did you react to that 


discussion or that comment in any way, shape or form 


aside from saying, oh, I assume she is just frustrated? 


A. I felt that I knew how she felt. 
NG I didn't discuss it Fir ner eno. 

9. Kr rige. 868, don did nothing, 
you kept walking? 

A. That seragnt. 

Q. ADL wight Now, Ma‘am, at: that 
particular point another baby death had occurred and 
you went home I gather 7 o'clock on Sunday morning? 
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Q. And I think you have given 
evidence that at some point in time you woke up and 
were you wakened up by a telephone call from Phyllis 
Trayner at about 5 or,6solclock tellingyyou that she 
wasn't coming in that shift and wondering whether you 
were not coming in? 

A. I had spoken to her, yes. 

0. NS RO, ma'am, I just want to 
know whether you had been wakened up. Did that phone 
call come from her or did it go from you to her? 

A. She called my house but im not 
the, only one that Wives in the house, somebody else 


ansered the phone. 


2. Were you asleep when that 
occurred. 

A. I believe I was awake. 

Q. All right. Had you from the time 


that comment had been made by Susan Nelles at about 
7..0' clock. through to the phone call at about s or 6 
o'clock from Nurse Trayner, had any discussion with 
Susan Nelles or Phyllis Trayner? 

A. No; aan 

Q. So, do I take it you have told 
us all of the things that you knew had occurred except 


the fact as you say you didn't know about the forth- 
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coming coroner's inquest and you didn't know about the 
high digoxin level in Baby Pacsai? 

A. Tats ragnt,. 

0. All right. Now, ma'am, when she 
phoned, as I understand your evidence, you say she 
said to you 'We've been told to take the next shift 


off because of the stress'? 


A. Thats -rrv9ne. 
0. Is that all she said? 
A. She had asked if I had been 


advised the same way or if I knew of anybody else in 
my team who had been advised to do the same thing. 
She had discussed it a bit with Mrs. Radojewski and 
Mrs. Radojewski just told her the reason was because 
of the high stress but she was frustrated with her 
revere 

0. AlTTrLonG, abot L takes cart 
suggest to you that you probably talked about the 
events the previous night when Baby Cook died and the 
rather unusual series of events involving the digoxin 
being locked up, Baby Cook dying, Dr. Fowler coming 
in at 5 o'clock, Dr. Jedeikin taking a post-death 
blood sample. Did you talk about that in the telephone 
conversation? 


A. We hadn't gone into any details 
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bad tas 
1 
2 because I had to be back at work that night. 
3 0. Ma'am, I just want to know 
4 whether you talked about it? Did you talk -- don't 
5 talk about details. Did you start to rehash last 
night? 
6 
A. Nom Dadidn ses 
l Q Did you talk about anything elsei 
8 that telephone call? 
9 A. T had said Shat if I had found 
10 out any answers that I would let her know and she had 
11 said that she would call me later on the ward. 
12 Q. All Pc Ae, enam gesinnte 
13 get to that. Now, do I take it then that you went 
in then that evening at 7 o'clock? 
14 
A. Yes}? 7189 
5 Q. | Andldid=yow from 70 clocks that 
16 evening through to 7 o'clock the next morning, have 
17 any further communication either with Susan Nelles 
18 or Phyllis Trayner? 
(3) 19 A. I had spoken to Phyllis Trayner. 
20 Q. Can we just deal with one at a 
time. Did you speak to Susan Nelles again by phone? 
a A. No, I just spoke to Phyllis. 
a Q. Alright Sof do Tease it by 
23 7 o'clock the next morning you had not talked by 
24 
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telephone to Susan Nelles? 
A. That's right. 
Q. Did you phone her from the ward 


then on the evening of Sunday, March 22nd? 


A. I'm sorry, phone who? 

. Phyllis Trayner? A 

A. She had called the ward. 

0. All right. So, she had called 


again to the ward? 
Ae Yes, she had. 
0. How long did that telephone 


conversation take place? 


A. How long was the conversation? 
Yes. 

A. A couple of minutes. 

0. When in point of fact did that 
Occur? 

A. rim sorry, incantitepinooint a 
time. 

0. Well, ma“ am, was it after you 


started the shift? 

A. Yes, definitely. 

9 All right. And after you started 
the shift you well knew that even stranger things 


were happening on that ward, isn't that right? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO (Perc ival ) 
A. TR s¥ragnt. 
Q. You had nursing supervisors 


coming in and watching the medication? 

A. That's Tights 

Q. All right. You had digoxin levels 
being taken on every baby in Wards 4A and 4B? 

A. Thatesy correct. 

Q. ALIWraighe: You had an apparent 
transfer barrier from any other ward into 4A/4B being 


implemented that evening? 


A. We were transferring children 
off the ward. 
Q. Yes. Had that ever happened 
before? 
A. No. 
Q. No. Did that trigger something 


in your mind about the connection between digoxin and 
baby deaths and ten baby deaths in two weeks? 

A. No} ie fande 

Q. I see. Was that the only drug 
they were doing it with; in other words, the only 
drug that had apparently been changed from a non- 
narcotic type drug to a narcotic type drug and having 
to be under lock and key? 


A. That s Serrect. 
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4 d 8 5 


Q. Are you seriously suggesting to 
the Commissioner that at that point you still didn't 
make the assimilation? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. All right. Well, when Nurse 
Trayner picked up the phone and phoned the ward did 
you tell her all these things? 

A. I had told her what was happening, 
we were transferring patients off the ward, we weren't 
taking any admissions, that there were supervisors 
at our side, yes, but I didn't know why. 

Q. Did you tell her what's going on, 
I don't understand this, they are taking dig. levels 
on every baby, not just the ones that were on digoxin 
but on every baby, did you tell her that? 

A. Thecoultdshave; 1 dent knows 

Q. All right. Were you concerned 
about your rights as a nurse? Did you feel threatened? 

A. I'm sorry, I don't know what you 
mean by threatened? 

OF Well, did you feel threatened? 
Did you feel threatened that your rights as a nurse, 
the fact that your integrity is being impugned by all 
of these rigorous safeguards apparently implemented 


by this Hospital on that evening? 
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A. I felt what I wanted was an 
answer as to why these things were occurring, why they 
didn't allow me to carry the keys, why one day I am 
allowed to carry the keys and I guess if you say that 
is impugning on my integrity. 

0. Tell me, you looked for answers. 
Did you ask anybody in the course of twelve hours? 

A. I had asked the supervisors that 
were attending to us, yes. | 

0. Who was that? 

A. I'm sorry, I don't know. One 
of the supervisors 1 IT o tuthinkeosr 
her name right now. 

0. What was her response, whoever 
it was? 

A. She said that she was doing it 


for our own good and not to consider it further. 
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8 febs4 2 Q. So is that the only question 
you put to the only person in the course of twelve 
hours about all these rather unusual events eccurring 
on this ward at that point? 

Ae I had asked another super= 
visor the same question. She did not know the 
answer. She ara I really don't know. 

Oy Well, when she said it is 
for your own good, was it because of the fact -- did 
she elaborate on that by saying, "Well, if another 
baby death happens it is not your fault if we are 
checking"? 1 

A. She did not elaborate. I 
asked her why are they doing this again. She said 
it is for your own good, and that was that. 

Q. What did you think that meant? 

A. I had no idea what it meant. 
She wouldn't elaborate on it so how could I possibly? 

On Ma am, I don't know, but did 
vou not press her? 

Ae I asked her a number of times 
and she replied to me again, "It is for your own 
good." 

Oz Well then, having got that 


answer did you then talk to your nursing team about 
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1 
882 2 what was going on? 
3 A. We had discussed it obviously. 
4 Q. How did you discuss it? What 
5 aid you say to your nursing team, the ones that were 
5 under you at that point? 
A. We had said why is this 
j happening? Basically it was all questions. We 
8 had no answers. 
9 OF Did Liz Radojewski come in 
10 that evening? 
11 A. 5 see her that 
12 evening, no. 
43 Q. Did you speak to her in that 
twelve-hour period? 
5 A. Not on the 22nd, no. 
oF Well, Ma'am, at some point in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
time a meeting was going to be convened. When did 
you find out about the meeting to be held the 
following evening at Liz Radojewski's house? 

A. I don't believe it was until 
some time on Monday and I don't know if somebody 
had called me from the Hospital or -- 

OT Your evidence earlier in these 
proceedings, it was Mary Costello. 


Ae It was either Mary Costello or 
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GG3 2 I am not really sure. 
2 MR. PERCIVAL: May this be a con- 
4 venient time? I am going to be getting into that 
3 meeting and I don't want to be half-way through it, 
| Mr. Commissioner. 
THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Could 
7 you give us some indication how long you will be? 
8 MR. PERCIVAL: About an hour and a 
9 | half. 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Roland will be 
11 err 
12 Mr. Cenc will you be short? 
MR. ORTVED: I will be short. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: I wonder — I am 
14 


just wondering about tomorrow if 9:30 mightn't 
be a -— 

MR. PERCIVAL: Fine. 

THE COMMISSIONER: — because I would 
like to be able to finish. 

Mr. Knazan, do you intend to be 
lengthy? Pos spa 

MR. KNAZAN: NO. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What about the 
parents? 

MR. LABOW: I might be half an hour. 
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1 
GA 2 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Tobias? 
3 MR. TOBIAS: I would think about 
4 fifteen or twenty minutes. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Rosenberg, 
A will you be your usual lengthy examination? And 
Mr. Shanahan? 
i MR. SHANAHAN: I won't be very long, 
3 sir, and I would be asking tomorrow if I may go on 
9 in the morning... I will be hee 
10 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I wonder -- 


Shanahan then? eo 

Does that disturb you if we inter- 
rupted your cross-examination? 

MR. SHANAHAN: Well, sir, my commit- 
ment is at two. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Then all right. 

MR. SHANAHAN: So I could be here at 
9:30 straight through. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. There 
is no problem. You will be an hour and a half? 

MR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Then as long as 
we can get Mr. Shanahan in before the end. I think 


11 what do you think if we started at 9:30 with Mr. 
9:30 unless somebody can add up better than I can. 
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Miss Cronk tried that the last time. But I think 
we will make it 9:30 tomorrow morning. 

Is: that abl iright witheyou,eMrssebeui. 
We can‘ t do mich ire tr turn vupe 

THE WITNESS: No, I'll be here. 

MR. TOBIAS: Just so that your cal- 
culations don't go askew, remember that Mr. Shinehoft 
will be here tomorrow as well. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, he told me 
on the elevator he wasn't going to come at all, but 
he is coming, is he? ; 

MR. TOBIAS: He speaks to you more 
than he speaks to me, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, all right. 


We will find it out which at is tomorrow. 


--- whereupon the hearing was adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 
until Thursday, the 9th day of February 1984, 
at 9:30 a.m. 
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